
Editorial ---

Governor callcall-
the

call-
thethe Secretary !'

We believe it'sits'' time for Governor Hammond and SecreSecre-Secre-

tary
Secre-

tary

¬-

tary of Interior Andrus to make full use of their personalpersonal-

respect
personal-

respectrespect and friendship for each other to pull Alaska andand-

the

and-

thethe United States government out of a confrontation thatthat-

could
that-

couldcould have disastrous effects for generations to comecome-

Land

come-

LandLand and its control has been the stuff of warfarewarfare-

throughout
warfare-

throughoutthroughout the historyhbtory of man .

The desire for statehood on the part of Alaskans was inin-

large

in-

largelarge part a desire to control the future of the land inin-

which
in-

whichwhich Alaskans lived as opposed to abiding by the dictatesdictates-

of
dictates-

ofof a presidential appointee heading the Department of InIn-InIn-

terior
In-

terior
¬-

terior .

Naturally ,. asa in many legal documents ,. someone forgetsforgets-

toto dot tiiethe i'sis's and crosscro the t s . So it was in the AlaskaAlaska-

Statehood
Alaska-

StatehoodStatehood Act - The CongressCongre had not dealt adequatelyadequately-

with
adequately-

withwith the question of the land rights of the Eskimo ,. IndianIndian-

and
Indian-

andand AleutsAleub - Alaska'sAlaskas' original inhabitants .,

In order to dealdealwithwith the questionque'itionqueition' of Native claims .,

Secretary of Interior Stewart Udall froze lands so thatthat-

Congre

that-
CongressCongressCongreCongress s could have a clean slatelate from which to operate .

The freeze necessitatednece si ta ted Congressional action to resolveresolve-

the
resolve-

thethe claims and the Land Settlement act was passed .

Unfortunately ,. the conservationistcon5.Crvationistcon5Crvationist. lobby secured SecSec-Sec-

tion

Sec-

tion

¬-

tion 1171747 ( ID)2D2()) )22) as part of the settlement Act bill that requiredrequired-

the
required-

thethe Secretary to withdraw up to 80 million acres forfor-

par

for-

parksparkspar\parparrefuges\. , refuges , forest and scenic rivers from all formsforn1s ofof-

appropriation

of-

appropriationappropriation .

ThisThb section , which should never have been a part of thethe-

Settlement

the-

SettlementSettlement Act has now embroiled Alaskans in a fight withwith-

potentially
with-

potentiallypotentially immeasurableimmea'iurableimmeaiurable' and dangerous consequences forfor-

all

for-

allall AlaskansAlaskan .

Instead of going to the wall in court , the immediateimmediate-

need
immediate-

needneed is for calm to prevail and for Governor Hammond toto-

pull
to-

pullpull in his hornshO11s! and make a personalpepersonalcallonalonalcallcall on AndrusAndrus-

This
Andrus-

This
Andrus-

ThisThis meeting could set the stage for CONGRESSIONALCONGRESSIONAL-
resolution

CONGRESSIONAL-
resolutionresolution of the D-2D2- issue . The danger of the present sitsit-sitsit-

uation
sit-

uation

¬-

uation in which Alaska finds itself is that with key partiesparties-

not

parties-

notnot speakingpeaking due to lack of trust , Andrus WILL EXEREXER-EXER-

CISE

EXER-

CISE

¬-

CISE his option of using the Antiquities Act to withdrawwithdraw-

huge
withdraw-

hugehuge portionsportiom of Alaska .

This action may have the tendency of satisfying the concon-con-

5.Crvationist

con-

servationist

¬-

servationist5.Crvationist5Crvationist. lobby for aalock'locklock"lock-lock'"-' up " of Alaska for useuse-

strictly
use-

strictlystrictly by the flora and fauna . This would not satisfy A-AA-

laskans

A-

la

A-

laskans

-

laskansla kans and would cause a firestorm of resentmentresenhnent , parapara-para-

noia
para-

noia

¬-

noia and litigation which will not bode well for AlaskaAlaska-

AA meeting could be arranged by Andrus and HammondHammond-

which
Hammond-

whichwhich CMAL.,, the Legislative D-2D20-2002Steering- Steering-Steering- Committee ,

AFN and the Alaska Coalition could be invited . ThisThis-

gathering
This-

gatheringgathering could set the stage for an agreement on scalingscaling-

down
scaling-

downdown the size of the Antiquities Act withdrawals and aa-

commitment

a-

commitmentcommitment by the State that prudent State selectionsselections-

could
selections-

couldcould take place . In the meantime all parties wouldwould-

commit

would-

commitcommit to urging Congress to continue working on a legislegis-legis-

lative

legis-

lative

¬-

lative solution to D-2D20-20- . Otherwise , we face the propect ofof-

yea

of-

yearsyearsyea of litigation and perhaps learning to live with 90 milmil-milmil-

lion
mil-

lion

¬-

lion acres of the Antiquities Act.. Governor , call the SecSec-Sec-

retary
Sec-

retary
¬-

retary .
w.hwh. .


