Native students at ACC turn to Abraham for help

by Pamels Cravez
fot the Twndrs Time

An Anchorage Community College

““It's French Roast,'' the young

woman tells Abraham.
o
student know ﬁl'l#lldﬁklul'h-ln,—
ing in ground coffee is
kol only 8:30 aim.,

students already ure busy working in
two small rooms adjacent to the

Diressed smartly tn a suit and a good
head shorter than even the shortest stu-
dent, Abraham moves quickly, dispen-

udends.  sing encou nt and iding n
_ i_"l'_'ml prov

“I've Im:;ttnr to them, "' says
(Continuad on Page Thres)



T

L]

e Abraham makes sure students have support system
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Abraham of the students who pass
through her Studemt Orientution Ser-
vice lor Alaska Natives st ACC, 'l
have 37 “grandchildren” — that 1 know
of,"" she adds, speaking of the children
of her students

For the past seven out of 10
years she's been at ACC, Abraham
has been providing o support system
for Native students through SOS,

Part of that support system is based
on peer counselors, students who have
survived one or Iwo semesters al
ACC. They help students new 1o the
system, Abraham cxplains.

“They help with Fﬂ._'i‘l. scheduling,
help with choosing an instrsctor — ol
all instructors are sensitive (o Native
students,”” she says. But she quickly
udds that in the 10 years since she's
been at ACC, the instructors have
become much more sensitive o the
necds of Nanve students

Peer counselors also help with fill-
ing out financial aid forms, as well as
with such things os making sure
studenty lose thewr fear of the bus
sysleim

“New students are syared silly ol
" says Abruhum. *"They think
il they get on the wrong bus, they 'l
never get biack agan, she smd. ** Peer

nselors ride the buses with the kids,
bus jhst so they get over the fear,”’

For the past seven out of 10 years
. .Abraham has been providing a sup-
port system for Native students. .

Putting money in the bank rather
than carrying it around s another thing
Abraham tries to stress (o the students,
She talks ubout two students who
didn’t take the advice. One lost the
$600 he planned 1o use for s rent in
; It:m another was mugged and lost

Abranham feels her desire o help
these students and her original desire
o become o nurse come from her
paternil grandmother, a Thagit nurse,

When Abraham left her famil
Yakutat and went 1o school at Sheldon
Juckson High School, she played
Thngit nurse, too. At Sheldon
Juckson, Abraham remembers helping
the one doctor when he yanked tonsils

“1'd be holding the kidoney basin
with all thes blood, and 1 decided 1
could ke it,"" she said of her ability
o withstand operations,

From high school. Abraham went
o nursing school i Arizona. She
praudated ot the wop of her class and
worked on o Navajo reservation dur
mk,’ a diphthenn l:'ﬁudl:nm_

e expetibnee treating diphthénia

VA ThvalualTe "W HER ad epidemic hil

Bethel in 1952, Abraham volumeered
to hel

“"When I cume into Bethel they were
carrying the doctor out,” she said.
“*She was sullering from exhaustion.
The doctors hadn’t dealt with
diphtherin before, but | was well
prepared,

Bethel was a it of o culture shock
tor Abraham, whio had never been
north of Anchorage, but she sail she
absolutely loved o,

There were no three-wheelers then,
or even cars. Dogsleds, dog teams and
drvers were part of the medical siaft,

From Bethel. Abraham came 10 An
chorage. She way one of the first of
six murses to open the Aluska Native
Service Hospital in 1954, She work-
cd as b nurse i Anchoroge, Sitko,
Taneau and Yakutal and then, alter |18
years, she retired and went bock 1o
school at Sheldon Juckson College

She gradumed after studying an
thopology of Northwest Coast Indians
wnd becume axsociate dean of students
at Sheldon Jackson.

Though Abmham s now working
ter help students adapt (o the rigors of

school once they ve reached college
age. she believes that the effort o belp
Aliaskn Native studemts adapt should
sturt much carlier

Since the early 19708, when she was
at Sheldon Jackson, Abraham has been
working to establish bi-lingual educa-
wom for ¢hldren. Children should be
taught in nursery schools in thear
Native language. according to
Abraham

Just i couple of years ago, she went
back to school agam, Tﬁlﬁ time she
studicd human resource development
in Hawait. Cross-cultural coursework
and field work in Tongn showed
Abraham examples of succvessful bi-
lingual education.

estern society 15 based on left-
hewin — analytical — thinking, says
Abraham, while Native culture is bas
eod on cight-bran thirking, such as ol
traditions,

s important o teach the chald
Western left-brain thinking i the
lnguage of the home, she sand. Thit
wiy il can be more casily transtermed
once the child learns English, she
ailided

Abraham koows b Hngual educa
tion for pre-schoolers is an uphall b
te, so for now she makes sure students
have i support systemn while they o
through college. .

And wah her belumd ;hl*m
koow they do

thiy



