FEMA: Washington
must participate

in nuclear ‘attack’

The Federdd! Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, rejecting a Washington
state clum  of  extenuating  cir-
cumstances,”’ has notified Gov. Booth
Gardner that it finds the state's
withdrawal from an upcoming Na-
nonal Security exercise “‘a serious
breach'™ of the state’s writlen agree-
menl with FEMA.

The ngreement s the busis Tor
federnl funding of emergency manage-
ment activities in Washington.

FEMA 15 offering the st e an op-
portunity to reschedule a dill, aimed
at ensuring compliance wi nuclear
attack  preparedness  requirements,
priot to June 30. If the state docs not,
William H. Mayer, FEMA regional
director, said he will begin instituting
procedures to stop providing about
%14 million in civil defense l?unding
ttr Washington and local jurisdictions
now receiving those funds,

Gov. Booth Gardner had 10ld
FEMA the state did not have time o
prepare for the exercise.

exercise was originally schedul-
ed to involve Idaho and Oregon — this
week — and Alaska and Washingion,
March 3)-April 2.

The exercise will go on us schedul-
ed in Alaska and Idaho, according to
FEMA officials.



