Conference features de velopment experts

Hundreds of Alaskans are expected
o join  economic developmem
specialists from throughout the United
States in o conference at the Sheraton
Anchorage Hotel next month, spon-
sored by the Resorce Developient
Counil for Alaska Inc,

Entitled the Alaska ““Great Oppor
tunities”’ Conference, the April 2-3
event will feature economic develop
ment counselors from across the na-
tion 1o consider new siralegies that
harness the forces governing Alaska’s
economy. In addinon, Community
Leadership Workshops will be held
April 4 with key conference spenkens,

Numerous Alaska communities amd
farge and small businesses are co
sponsoring the event, which will ex
plore opportunities  for  econmmic
growth and diversification,

Among those expected 1o attend are
mire than 100 Alaska mayors, city
managers anc assembly members from
VANOUS communities . State legislalors,
chamber of commerce members and
uthers seeking to improve their com
pamies” profits also will attend

“Never before have community
leaders in both the private and public
sector had such an opportunity 1© con-
sult with knowledgeable professionals
i the field of economic development
as will be powsible at this conference,”
siid Paula Easley, the RDC's e
ceutive director.

“The more cach of us learns abou
the nuts and bolts of local economic
development mititives, the easier our
job will be,”" Easley saud

Robent B. Horton, charman of The
Standard (hl Co., will offer new e
sjehts  and, direction. for, Alaska

shicymakers in his keynote presenta-
thon April 2. entitled "'Overcoming
Barniers 1w Opportunity: A Global
Perspective. ™

Dr. Yoon S, Park, professor ol
business  administration  al  George
Washington University and author i
the field of imermational economics
and finnnce, will discuss the advance:
ment of Alaska’s strategic position in
international trade and fimance in the
Apnl 3 keynote presentation,

Gov. Steve Cowper will open the
conference with a policy address on
the state pdommstration’s goals and
framework Tor pursuing  new
CCOnmMMIC stralegics

R. Scott Fosler, executive vice
presudent of the Washmglon, O -
based Commitee  for  Economic
l'J-uw:tuprn:nt, will shire conelusions
of i magor three- year analysis of state
and local economic development prov
cesses. His presentation will consider
o wide range of actions o advance
cconomic development in Alaska

Elememts of Indisoa’s multi-year
Strategic Economic Development Plan ,
will be outhned by Brion Bosworth,

resident of the Indiana Economic
Jevelopment Council. Jeffrey Finkle,

executive director of the Natonal
Counci) of Urban Economie Develop-
ment, will offer a timely assessment
of strategies that are working today,
with special focus on federal and state
finance foads

The conference alvo will feuture Bl
Schot, economic and ndustral
developroent coordinator for the Basin
Eleciric Power Cooperalive n
Hismarck, N.D. Schott will discuss the
mohilization. of volunteer forces 1o
wark on unified economic poals

Robert Friedman, president of the
Corporation lor Enterprise Develop:
ment, will discuss the debate over
“business chmate’” and  changing
elements of long-term  geonomie
development and oppartumity policy

Other  speakers  include James
Souby, executive director of the Coun-
cil of State Planming Agencies in
Washington, 1D.C De. Phillip Finles
Ji., drector of SRI Inernatiophl’'s
Local Government Center in Santi
Monica, Calil.; and Pauls Mannillo,
finance  director of the Women's

Economie Development Corp. in S
Paul, Minn.

Hugh O'Neill, assistant executive
director of the New York and New
Jersey Port Authority, also will ad-
dress the conference in a presentation
highlighting new frontiers in by
muanagement  relations.  Steven
Waldhorn, director of the Public
Policy Center in Menlo Park, Calif ,
and Samuel Hubbard, executive direc
tor ol Montana  Science and
Technology, also will speak,

The April 4 Community Leadership
Workshops will encourage discourse
between participants and speakers in
it problem-solving atmosphere, Con-
current sessions will cover such topies
as ““Stale and Local Privatization
Strategies”” and **Financing, Municipul
Projects Under New Tax Law, ™

Those who want 1o register for the
conference and Community Develop
it Workbiops iy call th RDC a1
276-0700. The registration Tee for the
conference s $225. The workshop fee
15 $60
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