
cowper accepts resignation of
gutierrez appoints replacement

gov steve cowper recently ac-
ceptedcc aptedpted the resignation of transportat-
ion commissioner fermin rocky
gutierrez pfsitkaof sitka and announced the
appointment of mark hickey as the
new commissioner

hickey 32 has worked with the
departdepartmentmient for about 10 years for the
last three months he has been deputy
commissioner and before that he serv-
ed as special assistant under former
commissioner dick knapp also he
was head of the states team during the
transfer of the alaska railroad fromtrom
the fet eral government to the state

hickey holds a bachelors in foreign
service from georgetown university
he is married anaand has two children

gutierrez 57 submitted his
resignation last month he cited per-
sonal reasons and frustration with in-
terdepartmentalter politics for his
resignation

in particular gutierrez expressed
frustration with criticism leveled at
him by an assistant attorney generalbeneraleneral
for a meeting he held with a fairbanks
businessman

he also said he was displeased with
personnel rules which made it impossi-
ble for him to decline his state salary
and collect retirement such an ar-
rangementrangerrangementrient would have saved the state
thousands of dollars annually but it

was prohibited by personnel rules


