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san francisco lawyer melvin
belli last weekend liedfiled a 1

billion law suit in the US dis-
trict court in san francisco
against eight oil companies on
behalf of nondaitonnondalton lime hills
indians

the action was jointly filed
by belli and james tallman of
anchorage alaska

apparently anticipating that
there will be about 1 billion
worth of oil production in the
cook inlet area the two lawyers
are essentially charging trespass
by the oil companies and seek

compensation for damages re-
sulting from the oil production

the suit is against the follow-
ing companies standard oil co
of california shell oil co union
oil co of california texaco
inc atlantic richfield co mo-
bil oil corp marathon oil co
and pan american petroleum
corp

tallman told the press in san
francisco that the suit was based
on the fact that he filed a native
protest claim to the 20 million
acres of land with the bureau of

land management in january of
1967

he said the claim is roughly
bounded by the mid inlet line
on the east a line that passes
just north of augustine island on
the south and west to the mouth
of susitnasusitina river

tallman said the claim area
has 1500 to 2500 natives alt-
hough the suit is on behalf of
athabascan indians the suit
covers the eskimos aleutsaleuns and
indians


