BUSH CAMPAIGNING-Vith

meet the voters.

Aug. 28 primary
elections drawing near, campaign tempos are
increasing as political candidates get out to
Kotzebue House candidate

vote.

William Hensley, in Kiana on the Kobuk Ri-

1966 - Can it Be Political
Year to Be Remembered ?

By TIM BRADNER
Almost for certain, 1966
will see some of the most
hectic, and interesting, cam-
paigning battles ever waged
in Alaska’s election arenas.
They may also be the most

unique.  Possibly, they will
be of the most farreaching
significance

More candidates are scram
bling for less political of:
fices, under Gov. William
ISgan’s reapportionment, than

ver, doesn’'t miss the younger generations
when passing out his campaign literature,
even though it will be some time before they
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ever before, and the impor
tance attached to the ““bush
vote,”  before  considered
only in marginal terms, is
significant  as  candidates
this year work hard at build
ing support in rural arcas.

The key to the ‘‘bush
vote, some feel, is as simple
as going there.

(Continued on Page 4)
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But thnt's the hard part.’
With - Alaska . covering
586,400 square miles, rough-
ly half the population resides
*.in urban areas such as Fair-

banks, Anchorage and Juneau. -

The other half, however, is
d in tiny ies

ed, tiny commumtuas in the
Seward panmsula and the
Arctic, Gravel is flying and
talking—talking prablems, lis-
tening to needs.

In some communities, vil-
lagers had never seen a poli-
tical didate before.

along thousands of miles of
rivers and coastline through-
out the state.

Some - communities  are
towns, with population num-
bering in hundreds. Some are
as small as 30 people. The
only way to reach them is by
airplane, and in some places
even older means of transpor-
tation—skin boats and dog
' teams—must be used.

Before this year, the mar-
ginal bush vote was largely
forgotten. It was too expen-
sive to compaign in rural
-areas. :

Candidates campaigned vi-
gorously in the larger cities
and towns, and hoped to get
by with the best they could
from the villages in more re-
mote areas.

But this year, an aggres-
sive young Anchorage real
estate man running for Con-
gress, a member of the House
of Representatives in Juneau,
is writing political history in
wilderness cdmpaigning.

His name is Mike Gravel,
36 years old and last year
Speaker of the State House in
Juneau.

Gravel is a “‘pusher.”
Some say he pushes too hard,
that he’s too aggressive and
wants too much too soon. He
has.been in the House of Re-
presentatives for three years
and last year got himself se-
lected as Speaker of that le-
gislative body.

While in Juneau last year,
Gravel '~ pushed through™ a
multi-million dollar regional
high school bond package
that, if passed hy state vot-
ers this fall, will build high
schools for Native and white
youngsters in rural areas
where education now.is a

_question of an expensive
boarding school or a hoped-
for opening in already over-
crowded BIA high school fa-
cilities in Sitka.

Many accused Gravel of
pushing through the-segional
high school package simply
to attract bush support for
his present campaign against
Rep. Ralph Rivers for Con-
gress.

Others hailed the bill’s
passage, whatever the mo-
tives behind it.

And whatever Gravel had in
‘mind when he conceived the
‘measure, there is now little
doubt ﬂmt the package has
brought him solid support in
many outlying areas of the
state.

The young speaker doesn’t
figure to let the merits of his
Junean legislation carry him
through  rural polls alone,
though. He's going out to
meet the .people, and he’s
doing it in a way that Alas-
ka has never seen before.

There has never been a
candidate for statewide of-
fice, possibly, that has cam-
paigned in virtually every
“town, city, village, fishing
hamlet and work site in Alas-
ka as hard as Gravel is do-
ing now:

From® southeastern Alaska
to refmote areas of the Aleu-
tian Chain, to densely-popu-
lated areas in the Bethel
and lower ‘Kuskokwim dis-

< tricts, to -canneries dn 'the
Yukon River-and to scatter-

Mary say the trips are high-
ly effective, that meeting ru-
ral voters face-to-face will
earn Gravel the block sup-
port of the bush. Others dis-
agree, saying that warm re-
ceptions accorded the House
Speaker in villages are ac-
corded any visitor, and that
bush votes will stick to old,
familiar names as they have
in years past.

New names and new faces
are not trusted in rural re-
gions, dissenters gay, and
the rural vote will, in the
end, support parties and peo;
ple it has for years.

Gravel's name ‘is new to
voters, and the stigma of the
young man pushing too hard,

* too fast mey, in the end, hurt

him, as it did with young and
aggressive  Lowell Thomas
Jr., GOP opponent of Rivers
in 1964.

Support for the candidate is
not forthcoming from the
state’s established Democra-
tic office-holders. Instead,
the bulk of Gravel’s active
workers are young people
new to politics and pushing
perhaps for a newer, more for-
ward political process in the
state.

In bush areas, many pro-
minent, respected tocal legis-
lators are pushing hard for
Gravel in their home districts.

Rep. Ray Christiansen of
Bethel, a bush pilot of Na-
tive blood himself, flew Gra-
vel to lower Kuskokwim vil-
lages  and introduced him
peraonally to the people.

the west, Sen. R.R.
(Bob) Blodgeu of Teller Lhe

legislator from the Seward
Peninsula who is known in
every village in western Al-
aska affectionately as ‘“The
Senator’’ and in Juneau by
sometimes not-so-affection-
ate terms, is pushing hard
for Gravel.

Reapportionment eliminated
3 Senate seats in western
Alaska and Blodgett himself
is faced with running against
his former colleague, power-
ful Sen. Eben Hopson of
Barrow, for re-election.

But Blodgett is pushing so
hard for Gravel that he says,

“I don’t really care what
happens to me, I just want
Mike to get in.”’

In the -villages Blodgett
used his usual hard, simple
language in introducing Gra-
vel to the villagers.

“Now what do we do with
an old dog that’s been in the
harness for years, and who's
getting 8o he.just runs along
with the team and ‘doesn’t
pull any. We take him out,

(Continved.on ‘Page 6)
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don’t we? We put a young
pup in there and give some
new blood a chance.”

Whether Gravel, the new
blood, will make it is ques-
tionable.

A . Rivers-supparter  used
Blodgett’s dogteam analogy
the other way.

“‘Sure, you can put a young
pup in, but you don’t neces-
sarily put a full-blooded wolf
in the middle of your dogteam
either!”’

The threat of new blood,
pethaps wolf-blood, is mak-
ing  established  political
leaders in the state increas-
ingly edgy.

A month ago Gravel wasn’t
given a chance against Ri-

(Continued fram Page 4)

vers. Now, after the quiet

village campaigning , he is’

accorded more than a 50-50
chance. 3

And his city campaign, the
loud kind that makes noise,
is just getting underway.

Other statewide candidates
are - taking the Native vote
seriously and are flying to
the villages, meeting and
talking with people.

Republican candidate for
Governor  Wally Hickel, -an
Anchorage. businessman, re-
cently hit the villages and
spent two days talking and
visiting people on St. Law-
rence Island and the Seward
Peninsula.

Hickel hit established lead-

e Remembered . ..

ers with the failure of a rein-
deer“industry. on the Seward
peninsula, and a promise to
work  hard toward re-estab-
lishing that industry if elect-
ed Governor. Hickel spoke
before the GOP convention
in Nome recently and said
that the Seward Peninsula
could easily support 200,000
reindeer and an active indus-
try that would provide jobs
and payrolls in the now de-
pressed area. 3

He based his observations
on studies conducted by re-
search firms in other states.

Wendell Kay, opposing Gov.
William Egan in the August
Democratic primary, is also
making a real try for the bush
vote. Kay covered far west-
ern Alaska by air recently,
visiting villages.

Republicans Larry Brayton
and Jack Schleppegrell, cam-
paigning statewide, recently
visited  lower Kuskokwim
areas.

Brayton is running for U.S.
Senate, and hopes to gather
enough support to win the
GOP nomination, to oppose
Sen. E.L. (Bob) Bartlett for
the seat in November’s gen-
eral elections.

Schleppegrell is running as
a GOP candidate for Secre-
tary of State, a seat now held
by Democrat Hugh Wade.



