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TeacherTraining

Taking-
TeacherTrainingTeacher-TrainingTeacherTraining- for Head Start

By JILL-JILLJILLSHEPHERD- SHEPHERDSHEPHERD-
Times

SHEPHERD-
TImes

SHEPHERD-
TimesTimes Staff WriterWrIter-

In

Writer-
InIn answerIUIBwer to a teacherteacher-

shortage
teacher-

shortageshortage for the Headflood StartStart-
program

Start-
programprogram in Alaska , nearlynearly-
fifty

nearly-
fiftyfifty Natives , elected by theirtJIeirtJIei-
rrespective

their-
respectiverespective village'svillagesviIIag9(! ' '

,. are enen-enen-
r

en-
rolled

¬-
rolledr lled in a special"pecialpecial" teacher-teacher -

trainl1alntraininging schoolschOJ1( at the UniUIII-UIIIUni-UniUII-
Iverslty

Un-
iversity

¬-
versityverslty of AlaskaAlaska-

When
Alaska-

When
Alaska-

WhenWhen these people havehave-
completed

have-
completedcompletedcompletedancompletedenanen light-weeklightweeksight-weeksightlIghtweek-
course

sightweek-
course

-

course of intensiveintCl1sive study ,

they wiMwlllwillwlllreturnreturn to their rere-re-re-
mote

re-
mote

¬-
mote villagesvillhgcsvillhges'tovillhgesto'toto'' to embankembl1lkembarkembl1lkonembarkon; onon-

Conflnu.d
on-

Continued
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"

careers , as teachersteachers ofot., fourffour-

and
urur-

andand five-year-oldfiveyearoldt'ive-year-oldt'ivetive' -- -- childrenchildr n inIn-

a
in-

aa nationwide , program calledcaUedcaUed-
Head

called-
HeadHead Start , partpW"tpWt" of the PoverPover-Pover-
ty

Pover-
ty

-¬-
ty Program ,

'

Head StartStW"tStWt" is onan efforteffo'tt' toto-
assist

to-
assistassist children from depriveddeprdeprived-
families

vedved-
familiesfamilies all overVer<) the nationnation.tonationtonation.to-
enter

nation.to-
enter

.toto.

enter kindergarten or firstfirst-
grade

first-
gradegrade this September .

Even though 12,00012000, qdali-qdaligttali-gttaliqdali-
fied

qgttali-
fied

ali-aliali-
t'ied

-
fiedt'iedtied' teachers had been traintrain-train-
ed

train-
ed

¬-
ed for Head Start , villagevillage-
councils

village-
councilscouncils allalloverover AlaskaAlaskawereAlaskawere-
unable

Alaskawere-
unable

were
unable to find teachers lastlast-
year

last-
yearyear . Through thethe-comblnthecombln'-combined

c-
ombined'- combinedcombined-

efforts
dd-

eiTataeffortseiTata of the Alaska StateState-
Community

State-
CommunityCommunity Action Program ,
village council action andand-
dher

and-
otherotherdher agenciesag nciea , a plan-uniplanuniplan-uni-planuni-
que

planuni-
que

- ¬-
que in the nation-wasnationwas- formuformu-formu-

lated
formu-

lated
¬-

lated .

Over 45 villages electedelected-
one

elected-
oneone or' more representativesrepresentetivcs ,

depending upon the size ofof-
the

of-
thethe community .. These sese-sese-
l

se-
ctlons

se-
lections

-¬-
lectionsl ctlons were basedbasedonon whowhQwhQ-

the
who-

thethe people wanted to teachteach-
their

teach-
theirtheir children . These reprereIre-reIrerepre-reIres-
entatives

repre-
sentatives

-¬-

sentatives , none of whomwhom-

have
whom-

havehave had previous teachingteaching-
experience

teaching-
experienceexperience , have educationseducations-
ranging

educations-
rangingranging from those with onlyonly-

fourth

only-

fourthfourth grade training to thosethose-
who

those-
whowho have had some collegecollege-
experience

college-
experienceexperience .

Once this groupgr oup had gathergather-gather-
ed

gather-
ed

--
ed opOJop(, the campus of the UniUni-Uni-
versif.y

Uni-
versity

¬-
versityversif.yversify. of Alaska theytbey werewere-
faced

were-
facedfaced with a formidable task-tasktask-
acquiring

task-
acquiring

task-
acquiring

-
acquiring enough know-howknowhow- inin-
eight

in-
eighteight weeks to return to theirtheir-
villages

their-
villagesvillages this fall as bonebonabona-
fide

bona-
fidefide pre-schoolpreschoolIre-schoolIre-- teachersreachers .

Attesting to the zeal withwith-

which

with-

whichwhich these Native teacher-teacherteacher-
trainees

teacher-
trainees

teacher-
trainees

---
trainees have tackled the jobjob-
before

job-
beforebefore them is the fact thatthat-
they

that-
theythey have nownoYnow{, completedcompleted-
five

completed-
fivefive weeksweeka ofci: the coursecoutse . . -_-

While the task of absorbabsorb-absorbi-
ng

absorb-
ing

-¬-

ing so much knowledge in soso-
short

so-
shortshort a time might seem alal-alal-
most

al-
most

¬-
most impossible to most peopeo-peapeo-
ple

pea-
pie

.-¬

plepie ,, the actual course cofof-
study

of-
study

'
study has been designedesigneddesigned-
with

designed-
withwith the time element Linin-
mind

in-
mindmind .

Besides the actual classclas-clasclass-clas-
room

classr-

oom
&-¬-

room instruction which concon-con-
sists

con-
sists

¬-

sists of arts and crafts , nunu-nunu-
trition

nu-
trition

¬-
trition and otherdher subjects rere-rerel-
ated

re-
lated

-¬-

lated to actually teachingteachmgteachmg-
ch

teaching-
childrenchildrench ! Idren , the students areare-
bemg

are-
beingbeingbemg exposed to a varietyvanef.yvanefy. ofof-
thinKs

of-
thingsthinKSthings
thinKSWhenthingsWhen

WhenWhell this writer visited aaa-
discussion

a-
discussiondiscussion group ,. the subjectsUbject-
ofof the day was law . TheThe-
class

The-
classclass planned anon-the-scencanonthescencon-4.he-sceneon4.hesceneon4.he4hesceneanon-the-scenscenananonthescen-
visit

on4.hescene-
visit

--.--

visit to a law court . TheseThese-
seemingly

These-
seeminglyseemingly unrelated topicstopics-
are

topics-
areare all part of a master planplan-
to

plan-
toto acquaint each teacher withwith-

facetlt
with-

facetsfacotafacetltfacets of life not found inin-
the

in-
thethe typical, village situation .

An ordinary school day runsruns-
fly

runs-
forforfly eight hoursbours , with schoolschool-
in

school-
inin session all weekwek . TheThe-
curriculum

The-
curriculumcurriculum , includesinclu.des. anR1\R1\R1obobob-obobs-

ervatioll
ob-

servation
-¬-

servationservatioll andahd practiceIractice teachteach-teach-
ing

teach-
ing

¬-

ing schedule conducted atat-
Hunter

at-
Hunter

."-
Hunter School,, "aaa grade schoolschool-
herehere in Fairbanks which hashas-
aa Head Start programpoogrllln currentcurrent-current-
ly

current-
ly

¬-
ly in sessionBesaion .

TheTbe teacher-traineesteachertrainees-- ,. who

'-
of

o- f'-
often

'
Orelireare divideddividM into groupsgrouJs! ofof-
tenten , are studystudyinging ., under thethe-
exwrt

the-
exportexpertexwrtexport guidanceguidanc , of experiencexperienc--experienc-experienc-
ad

experienc-
ed

-¬-
edad ttteachersacheraacher such.. as LindaLindLinda-

BadtenBadten'BootenBooten' , herselfMrselfhdrselfMrselfanhdrselfanan EskimoEskimo-
formerly

Eskimo-
formerlyformerly 'fromfromfrbm' GambellGl1OJbe11 ; ConCOIl-COIlCon-COI-
lnie

Con-
nie

¬-

nie GriffithGriffiths ;, for manym/lllYmlllY/ years aa-
kindergarten

a-
kindergartenkindergarten teacherteacber and nownow-
in

now-
ininincbargechargecbarge ofor the Head StartStart-
teacher

Start-
teacherteacher trailingtraipingtra lling ; Mable Car-CarCar-
tier

Car-
tier

Car-
tier

-
tier , ColeeftColeenColeeh Redman ,, JackJack-
Bartlett

Jack-
BartlettBartlett ,. LeslieLe lie Salisbury andand-

dbers
and-

othersothersdbers . The teaching staffstaff-
is

staff-
isis assisted by several aides ,

oneooeme of whomwl1om ,. is Betty Wes-WesWee--WeeWes-

cott
Wee-

cotto

Wes-

cott
--

cottcottocottoan, an Eskimo from thethe-
lower

the-
lowerlower KuskokwimKusko wim andnd a gradgrlld-grlldgrd-grdgrll-
dlate

grd-
pate

$ ¬-

uate\latelatepate\ in anthropologyMthropology .,

The lunch program is anan-
I.II1portant

an-
importantimportantI.II1portantIII1portant. pertpart ofr Head StartStart-
and

Start-
andand the teacher-traineesteachertrainees- areare-
being

are-
beingbeing well-schooledwellschooled- in1 nutrinutri-nutri-
lion

nutri-
tion

¬-
tionlion . They also observebserve thethe-
lunch

the-
lunchlunch kitchens at HunterHunter-

School
Hunter-

SchoolSchool .. Some teachers planplan-

to
plan-

toto serve breakfast to thethe-
children

the-
childrenchildren of their villages asas-
well

as-
wellwell as the regular lunchlunchandandand-
two

and-
twotwo snqckssnl\CkssnlCksancks\$ providedIrovided for unun-unun-

der
un-

der
¬-

der the program .

The breakfasts will bebeselsersel-selser-sel-
ved

ser-
ved '-¬-

ved particularly-particularlyparticularlyin-. in those vilvvil-vilvil-
lages

\ ¬-

lages where a food shortageshortage-
exists

shortage-
existsexists . The actual fundingfunding-

for

funding-

forfor the lunch programprogr m is U.OOUOO$1.001.00100U.OO-
per

$1.00-
per

*$ 1.00100.

per day perpet child .

The economicocooolllic impact ofof-
Head

of-
HeadHead Start may be considerconsider-consider-
able

consider-
able

¬-
able. AllAU the toys used byby-
tha

by-
thethetha childrenchildrenwillwill be made inIn-
Nome

in-
NomeNome by local craftsmen .

This possibly could launch aa-
new

a-
newnew AlaskanAlaskn industry .

Employment of Native peopeo-peo-
ple

peo-
ple

-¬

ple in each villagevilll\gevilllge\ to concon-concon-
duct

con-
duct

¬-

duct the Head Start willwillcelwillcercercel-celcer-celt-
ainly

cer-
tainly '-¬-
tainly bolster the economy .

Besides the salaried teacher ,

for each. 15 children an aideaide-
wilL

aide-
willbehiredwill-be-hiredwillbehiredwill ,- he-hiredhehiredbe-h1redbeh1red-- and trained . AA-

cook
A-

cookcook will be hired ., The vilvil-vilvil-
lage

vil-
lage

¬-

lage storesst s , which will bebe-
encouraged

be-
encouragedencouraged to stock moremore-

food

more-

foodfood than they normallynmnallynmnally-
would

normally-

wouldwould ,, should grow endand propro-pro-
fit

pro-
fit

-¬

fit from the lunch program .

Head Start classes willwi11 notnot-
be

not-
bebe held in theUte schoolsschoola but. inin-
community

in-
communitycommunity halls , churches oror-

any

or-

anyany large roomroan . Each schoolschool-
will

school-
willwill have a" tape recorder andand-
an

and-
anan allotmentaUdment of f$US$151515 per monthmonth-
per

month-
perper child is made for schoolschool-
supplies

school-
suppliessupplies . The program willwill-
run

will-
runrun all year .

According to Mrs . ConnieConnie-
Griffith

Connie-
GriffithGriffith , periodic , follow-upfollowupfollowup-
visits

followup-
visits

-

visits will be made to everyevery-
village

every-
villagevillage after Head Start bebe-be-beg-

lOS
be-

gins
¬-

ginsglOS to assistRssist the teachers .

It is alsoalao planned to havehave-
an

have-
anonserviceananon-serviceanonservicein-serviceinservice- training programIrogramIrogram-
aometime

program-
sometimesometimeaometime In the winterwwter forfor-
the

for-
thethe NativeNativ teachers , possipossi-possi-
bly

possi-
bly

¬-
bly in AnchorageAnch age Cororfor[ a weekweek-
oror so .

Participating villages areare-
Beaver

are-
BeaverBeaver , StebbinaStebbins , New Stuy-StuyStuy-

ahok

Stuy-

ahok

Stuy-

ahok
-

ahok , Manokotak , Nondalton ,
Mountain VillageVillagetllubY. Ruby , Wajn-WajnWain-WainWajn-

wright
Wain-

wright
Wain-

wright

-

wright , Angoon , FortPortnrl Yukon ,
Togiak,, Point Hope , Chal-ChalChal-
kyitsik

Chal-
ky

Chal-
kyitsik

-
kyitsikky tsik , KotzebneKotzebue, Kiana , St.

Michael , Yakutat , Mekoryuk ,

Hooper Bay , GalenaJlIlena(; ,. Emmo-EmmoEmmo-

nak
Emmo-

nak
Emmo-

oak
--

nakoak , Pt . Graham , TellefTeller ,

NanapitchukNanapitchult and Kwethluk .,

Other villagesvillage8 are Kwigil-KwigilKwigil-

lingok

Kwigil-

Iingok

Kwigil-

lingok

-

lingokIingok , HydaburglIYdaburg , Nulato ,.

Selawik, AnaktuvukAna\.iuvukAna.iuvukAna.iuvukiuvuk\. Pass ,
Noorvik , AkhiokAI iok , Koyukuk ,

KalskagKalakag and8"ld8ld." HubliaHu&liaHuliaIlublia& .


