Ruffled Republican Senators Reject Laura Bergt

Laura Bergt. (Mrs. Nedd Bergt).

a well known leader i civie,
charttable and - Alaskan natve
altans, was nomimated varhier

this week to replace US Rep-
sentative Don Young mo the

Alaskan Senate.

Her nommation was iejected
by a caucus of senate Repub
licans in a 6-3 vote of that body
on the grounds that her name
shid not appear ona list of

candidates subnutted  to the
governor by the Fairbanks™ Dis-
trict Republican Commuttee
Mis. Bergt, who was born
Candle, Alaska, and raised
Nome and Kotzebue, achieved

national recognmtion, m- 1970,
when she was appomnted by
President Nixon to the National
Council on Indian Opportunity,
Lo serve a two year tenn.

Ihis prestigious council con

sists of 8 citizens and 8 cabmet
members,  with Vice-President
Agnew presiding as chairman
Presently she is serving on the
National Indian Arts and Crafts
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LAURA BERGT  See story above.



Ruffled Republican Senators Reject Laura Bergt’s Bid . ..

Council, the Governor's Rural  the govemor's appomtment., for
Affans  Commussion and s a0 she hadn’t inany way sought
member of o four man task toree 1t Her onby active mvolve-
tor the state’s hard of hearg ment o othice seehkmg had been

Inntially . Miso Berat, express- tour vears aco, when she filed
ed shoek as well as pleasure, at Tor o State House seat and sub-

(Continued from page 1)

sequently withdiew s tavor ol
her hushand . Neil

On Thursday, the day follow -
e her appomtment, she was
refused  contimation by o
caeus of Senate Republicans

Lhe Republican spht was be
ween those who beheved  that
the Governor had hsiegarded
party procedure and was usiny
the appomtment prely tor
polinical purposesand those that

telt Mis: Beret's capabihities out
werghed any violation ot pariy
rules

SenJohn Butrovich (R
Fanthanks) the senate’s muost
seiror member complaomed that

a bt ot five names recammiend
ed by the Tocal divtoet commit
tee had heenvnored

Slhe name ot the ypame
party - polines md b von
camy Lo bave g patv s vonhe
vomny to have o tollow th
Pty rudes s o voutie not o
tohave o parny

On the other fand Sen
John Sackett (R Gatenay. wa

that he retused to
vole on contumation and walk

cdour ot the caucus

SO angered

e sand ot areuments o
cainst her had ran trom hier sew
1o - the tact that she had worn
an boul Note button ae the

Last camparen

e tele this was unqust o
tesm, as mam tmes she had
supported repablican philos
ophies and candidates, and

“tought tor what she believed
was nght despite the will ot her
people.”

On Foday I ean
esubnutted Fama Berpt's name
sayimg that he felt Ulrastration,
even anger on learnmy ol he
repection. He chamed that he
sl rele that Mis. Beret was the
heat person tor the job

At this pomnt. Miso Beet
tried to eet her name approved
by the Fanbanks™ Commitiee
Ihe  comnutiee had not
sidered her ongmally . because
i order to be chosen,aspirants
had to fer the computtee know
they
the office

She called Mis. Barbarg Cole
acting chanwoman ot the com
mittee and the wite of
the nominee’s recommended by
the commuttee. Mrs. Berot
asked that a meetmg be held o
allow her 1o speak on her own
behall

The request was turned down
and Mes Berpt clamed that al
though she “tried hke every thing
topet her name discossed
through party channels, Towas
justrehused ™

Miss Cole had previousiy con
ducted a telephone poll ot the
committee which resulted g
9.2 vote agamnst approving the
appomtment She sad that
Shasically. we delt that the
Governor was tryme to by-pass
pacty protocol”

Mrs. Cole emphasised  that
there was “absolutely no ob
jection to Mis. Bergt, personal
IV and demed that any ramors
of - partiapation o the Notn
campagn had anfluenced  the
district’s decision

While Mis Bergt was trving
to g a heanmg i his home
distoict, the President of the
Senate, Terry Miller, (R-Fan-
banks), came out with o state
ment clanfymg his position

CAlthough T personally voted
to-combirm Miss Bermtowho i
fine lady and an outstanding
civic leader, the manner m winch
the appomtment was handled
created an unfortunate situation
which brought about an under
standable hostle reaction from
the  Republican caucus, party
cularly an light of the statement
of opposition from  the  Far-
banks party organization ™

Senators Terry Miller, Chtt
Groh (R-Anchorage), and Jess
Harns (R-Fairbanks) were  the
three votes withim the caucus
that tavored Mrs. Bergt.

When the Republican caucus
reconvened  on Monday,  they
held 1o the position that since
the Tocal comnuttee had retused
to meet and reconsider the ap-
pomtment, that the caucus was
powerless 1o do anything other
than reject Gove Egan’s second
cffort to name Mrs. Bergt

Ihe Governor replied with a
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Laura Bergt...

(Contimued from Page /)

letter to Sen. Terry Miller stat-
g, heos shockmg that such
a thing conld happen 1o Mis
Berpt, an outstandingly capable
Alaskan,  who has  selflessly
rendered  benehical service to
the fortunes of the Republican
party for many years.”

The appontee, herselt, had
mixed  reactions. She was
pleased wath the immense sup-
port from her own district and
across the state that had come
i a Hood ol telegrams, but dis-
appomted that the Republican
caucus had not given her “the
courtesy ol appearance”™ 1o
detend her candidacy

Sumnung up her feelmgs, she
added, “Ttowas a mice short
pohtical career.”




