BLM FORM LETTER BACKFIRES

Confusion Over Native
Allotments VS Primary
Place of Residence

By JACQUELINE GLASGOW
Staft Writer

A department of the Interior letter has backfired,
leaving Alaska Natives confused and government officials
swamped by requests for explanations.

In January of this year, a form letter was sent out by
the  Burcau of Land Management. Ihe letter was

to-explun the choee berween
Native Allotment or
Spomany place ol

tilie tor g
filmye tor a
resudenee”

Ihe detter also nottied Alas
b Satives that they ould not
fle tor both and gave them two
squares e which to mark then
chac

Far trome clantyimg the issue,
the letter
fuston, meomplete mformation,
and peneral alanm on the part of
many Native people who o have
been sweatimg out the processing
ot the allotments

Lhe tist reaction of
Native people recewang the letier
was that they would fose ther
allotment or that by Keepmyg at,

resulted momass con

most

they would lose other benetits
under the Fand Clamms Act, such
av o ownenship ol other Linds

withim village withdrawals

It appears that this s not
necessanly - the case and - legal
heads withim the regional cor-
porations are objecting strongly
tothe musteading choee pre-
sented m the letter

Fanana Chiets have advised
all ot thenr people 1o withhold

making any decision umitl the
tederal regulations  are fimly
hined  Alaska Legal Service has
also advised apphicants to simiply
wart and check aotlimg on the
form letter unul turther mveso-
vation ol the consequences

I thee s no o response to
the BEM detter, the allotment
will continue to be processed
and the applicant has until Dece
I8 of this vear to make a choiee
for “prmary place of residence ™

A penon could tile a Tpn
mary place of residence™ outside
of the village withdrawals and
they enroll e a villagesull have
another piece ol property a
busimess site, a part-time home,
a tool shed, even,” swd - hm
Donahue, of the Fanbanks™ BIA
Realty office, “withm the wil-
lage They could have a legitn
mate fihing m BOTH places.™

Fhe acreage tor both primary
place o residence fihngs and
for Native Allotments  must
come from the 2 nulthon acre
Special Purpose Grant m- the
Land Claims Settlement Act

Out ol ths million acres

(Continued on page 6)
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the

1ho

will COni acreare
cliosen tor histonaal sites and
native cemetenes, ay well as o

meoporated Native sroups,
particular vroups from Sitha,
Kenar Tuneauand Kodiak
What appens at there s’
nouveh Land e the milhon
wre wathdrawal to saosty all
the allotments the priman
place ot residence apphications

id the other uses!

Nobaody

realhy

bnosws winat

will Bappen i there st enoueh

il wd Donahi lhch

Got was ashed 1o enve then

oot oo to bow ot wonhd

dlocare the nnlhon acres it
e n cronele

o
e Chers Band Depant
Clhey know
"H’H‘

Smmented
hnow it
crioneh acreave 1o

el
i we NI
o 1o be
o aronnd
Under the Nt
Aot ol 1906 the apphicant o o
tevene the tor whndd

they Tave apphied . momost cae

Mlorment
Aot

the TOO acre masimum

Ihe Subsequent Tand I.uhw
At ol 1971 revoked  thic
Miotment Aar and only
whao had hiled tor
BEITORI

would bhe

those
an - allonmem
INC 19

tar patent

Decemben
chigible
upon appronal
Unlike Naine
‘pronary place ol
apphications may be tled ap o
December IS 1973 h
he niled on ainds ontside
withdiawal

allotments.,

restdence”

st
a vl
Lape and need not
necessanly disqualitvimge a Nanve
person from receiving 4 townsite
residence. busne

camn,

for another
site, or hish
village Lands

Lhere s no that
those who opt o tile w “primary
place ot residence™ will receive
A tull Toeo Fnal aevn
Lations detimmy “pomay place
ot residence”™ have not vet been
the wdication

withu the

cerbanty

RIS IS

tormutated. and

(Continued from page 1)
that at will be o land
Tup o 160 acres”

1e s mterestimg 1o note that
the apphcant tor a “primany
place of residence™ receves only
the sartace estutes Fhe regonal
Corporation the sub-
ther words,

s onh

Teceives
Surhace estate ot e
the mneral nghts
Native  Allotments may not
be fided on mmeral Tands s wath
the excepnion ot feasable mimer
Iv which helome tothe
overniment A hield
made to detemnne
overnment

then

toderal
et NI nol the
tAS the Land contans mmerals
1o, nde s
Fand acquired under Nanve
AMlotment
KU
morteaved,
without
Secretary ol
ihvantag

RUTAY

vranted

Crestnct
sold,

deeded

anted o

widcannot b
leased. o
the approval of
the Intenor One
s it so Tone as the
the Laind
thcted s noc tasable by state

the

status ol TCILINN 1es
o local wuthorimes .
Under “prmany place of e

dence” - the uadeveloped Land
would not be raxed unnl Deg
T 19970 but 1, developed,

hecomes immediateh sabject 1o
local tanes

e clear frome these few
examples that the option he
ween Native VTotment and

oy place of residence” s
A hiehiv complex one and should
bethoronehly
fora choee s made

The Department seemis 1o bhe

mvestigated he

loosenmy up neats concept ol
Tpomany
sad Donghue  The Tite siyle of
ol Native people trequently
utihizes more than ane esidence
due o hantme and - fshing
activinies and summer and winter
cimplovment patiems

Winle the “pomany place of
restdence™ concept requines that
adwellme must exnt on the site,
Donahue where
nin and wonman near Northway

place ot readence™,

ated s case

had hived 30 yeas i a tent

Inthat case, he sad. then
land could have been designated
a Uprmany place of residence”
Incredible s it sounded, every -
one m the area ventied that they
lived there year-round

Both BEM and the BIA ad
vised amvone waith questions
about the status of then allot
ment and e advantages or dis-
advantages of changing 1o g
Tponney place o
Bihne 1o come e ang o
the tile thoroughly

Apphicants are aboadvised 1o
cotsult the revonal corporations

resdenee™

Over

tor advice onmaknge the choee

Some ol the
tuston nehe fave
it Washimeton Do
tots focal advinors

prosent con
heen avorded

had Distened

“Both BEM o ahie teld and
BEA e the hield recommended
holding ottt on the letter at

Uit sand one local vovern
ment oftical Y ou e vomy 1o
contine people.” they sad

But accordime 1o vovernment

sotrees, the arder tomal the
letters came diecthy trom the
Secretany s athice, whose pos

non was that under terms of the
Act, he had anobhganon 1o
wtorm Alfotment appheants ot
!kc option tohile o Tprimany
place ot residence™

Ihe letter went
ather halt of the
Who determimed
letter?

Mamy whao receved the tomm
letter had allotment applications
pendine, but people whase ap-
pheation had been tarmed down
Lo vanious reasons years ago
abo recewved the detter, and a
few whao had never biled for an
allotment at all

The detter ssued by the
Department anstructs the appli-
cant to apply oo the approp-
tate BEM office (Anchorage ot
Ianthanks) on o betore Decen-
ber I8, 19737 However, Bow-
man Hhinkley ot the Fanbanks
BEM oftice sad s othice has
been reternng apphicants 1o the
BIA

out I he
mvsteny

who ot a

Ton Donaliae ot the BIAYS
Realty  office sard while they
Tad o tlood ot ciquires follow

e the Jetteranly thiee people
had come mand detimrely sad
they wanted o fle a “promnany
place ot readence”

Since there tonmy
avatlable  he sand, “We had them
wirte out o ther own hand tha
flme tor
prany place obresidence And
weare wartimg tor BEM to muke
up the torms

v e evenv g connected
with the Land Cloms Sertlement
At clear-cun
simple answers The revulations
have 1o he and
re-nevotiated,

Were no

they are mterested m

there e no
ead re-read,
and
and

negotiated
mterpreted
and even then
Aliska Native may

where he stands

reanterpreted
the indwidual

not he sure



