AFN Shows .
Signs of Unity

By MARGH BAUMAN

ANCHORAGI The Aliska
Federation of Natives, Inc will
concentrate hencetorth onan
plementing the Land Clams Act,
leaving  coordimation ot socil
service  prograims too g specal
comnutiee

The move taken at thy March
23225 mecting ol the boad ol
directors m Anchorage mdicat
ed renewed solidanty of 0 oma
joruty ol regonal natve o
porations and fultlled 5 com
mitment made months ago 1o
cuthne new goals and objectives
for AN Inc

“The new structure witl allow
N coneeatzation by the
regions on both the clanms im-
plementation and health, educa-
ton and other (social serviee)
programs that AFN s operating.
said State Sen. Walhie Hensley,
presiient of the statewide body

Ihe plan s too set up o
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AFN Shows Signs of Unity-to Concentrate on Claims Act...

separate committee  of one
representative from each region,
1o concentrate on social service
programs, while  the board of
diectors contronts prablems -
plementing the Tand claims act

Several regions have cnticized
tor months the amount of tme
spent on social service programs
by the board, rather than the
land claims settlement self

Ihe housing program, (now
aseparate entity) took up hours
ot the board’s time. as did re-
ports and action on health and
cducation programs needing di-
rection trom the board »

Larry Oskolkoft,  observing
the meeting for the Cook Inlet
Reyon Ineapplauded the new
structure. “We were fooking to

see it there s substantial pro-
gress bemg made by AEN itself
and from what Pve seen in the
past few days, they have,” he
said

Oskolkoff sard the Cook Inlet
Region board would discuss the
new action of the  statewide
board and consider  rejoming
Arctic Stope Regional Corp. and
the Aleut Corp. had also ex
pressed concern over the lenoth
of time spent on activities not
directly related to mplementing
the Tand clamms act.

In attendance  were Gary
Longley, Sy, Berng Straits Na-
tive Corp.Herb Smelcer, Ahtna,
Inco Ted Angeson. Bustol Bay
Native Corp. John Borbndge,

Jroo Sealaska Corp.s Luey Carlo,

(Continued from page 1)
Doyon  Ltd.; Henry Eaton,
Koniag, Inc.: Mike Swetzol,
Aleut Corp.. Ceal Barnes, Chu-
gach Nagives, Inc.; and Hensley .
for NANA Regional Corp., Inc

Joe Upicksoun, president of
Atctic Slope Regronal Corpory-
ton, arnived i town tor Mon-
day’s session of the extended
board mecting.

Ihe health and social services
committee will meet at ity own
discretion, with joimnt meetings
with the board perhaps several
times a vear

“Teowall “her i essence, a
committee with substantial pow-
crs - deaision makmg i the

soctal services  area, but sull,
under the non-profit corp., the
present board of directors will

be the prnmary decision making
body " Hensley said

The board was advised by
Carl Jack, head of the AFN
Health Affairs Office, that that
office: would suspend involve-
ment i the Alaska Natve
Health board, pending appont-
ment of a new health board
representing all 12 regions, by
AEN, Inc

“The adeans 1o duly represent
Al 12 regions,” Jack sad. Under
the present set-up one represent-
ative speaks, i essence, for five
regions: yet each region feels
some ol it health care problems
are unique

Lee Garsuch of the Alaska
Native  Foundation, which s
tunded by the Ford Foundation

to assist " implementing  the
land clanms act, presented the
board with a ““shopping list™ of
issues  requinng immediate at-
tention.  Of the 22 issues enu-
merated by Gorsuch,  recom-
mendations on land selection
rules and regutations were rated
“top prionity

Indeed. the board
ammously rejected as unacep-
able proposed  new  rules and
regulations provided by federal
authonties,  on grounds they
were detnmental to the land
clamms settlement

Concerned by the confusion
surroundmg enrollment and the
March 30 deadline, the board
moved to seek a 30 day exten-
ston from the Interior Depart-
ment.

“An extension on the dead-
Ime would not hurt,” - sid
Longley, who served as acting
enrollment  coordinator  betore
becomimg executive director of
Bering  Straits Native  Corp
“There are abeady 72,000 ap-
plications .

Representatives from Scalas-
ka, Komag — and Bnstol Bay
ative Corporations  expressed
concern over the number  of
persons outside  Alaska who
lacked wformation to make the
chaiee onwhere to enroll.

“We found the people in the
Lower 48 sadly lackmg in in-
formation.” smd Faton, whose
region met with potential stock-
holders in Seattle. Tt was sad;
it really was. These people

later un-

should be aware of their op-
tions.”
In other action, the board

heard a report from State Oper-
ated Schools officials on Senate
Bill 122, which would establish
an unorganized borough school
district to replace the State
Operated School system.

The change is aimed at plac-
ing more local controls on cdu-
cation, i military  bases and
state operated educational faci-
lities in the bush.  The bill was
originally attacked for the lack
of rural mput nto at, then
re-written in the senate after
hearings with a great deal of
rural input.

The bill i ats present form
calls for all the un-
orgamzed borough school dis-
tnet to amtiate the transition
ol powers by July 1, 1975 and
to complete that transition with-
In two years

It provides, subject 1o legis-
lative appropriation, 52,500 10
cach tocal school board  and
council for imtial organization
and development and prionity
for rapid transinon - fiscal
FO74 to areas demonstrating the
greatest readiness.

Also under consideration s
Houwse Bl 1920 which provides
only for establishment of mili-
tarv  cducational service  arcas,
rather than all State Operated
Schools  mthe  unorganized
borough

SOS otficials advised AEN,
Inc. that they supported  the
senate il on this matter

arcas of




