ADE Approvesf
]Statewide Jom

The  Alaska Department ol
Education has approved forma-
ton ol a statewide Johnson
O'Malley  program review com-
mittee  to o ancrease  Native
ivolvement - the  education
lof Natve children.

The proposal, subsequently
approved — <by  the board ol
Directors of the Alaska Federa-
tion Inc. will give Natives
say - distibution of - JOM
funds now - great demand
It will be amplemented  for
fiscal year 1974

It directs  that the state
department of education cease
acting as a simgle state agency
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Statewide JOM. ..
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forall JOM actvities and
become the smgle appheant for
only - those programs operated
directly by the department Tt
further diects that the Bureau
ol Indian Attars be urged 1o
form the statewide review com
mittee

“Weo have  talhed  about
Johnson O™Malley programs and
tunding inthe past,”  John
Borbndge Jio o president ot
Sealaska Corp ., told the board
ol AEN Inc “We will now
be noa postiian Lo act respanst-
bly and etfectively

Alasha Natwves have long
sought to merease thew mvolve-
ment i pohey-making decisions
atfecting the qualiny o cduca-
ton 1o then young people,
Borbrdge sad

“Burgeoning  responsibilities
rehated to the implementation
of the Aliska Natve Claims
Settlement Act have only served
to ke the meammgtul wvolve
ment of the Aliska Natives
cducation policy shapig a
more cotical issue

“hochght ot these Tong stand-
me - educational concerns, by
“somewhat surprsing 1o acknow-
that the  Alaska Natives
have not been duectly involved
heretotore e negotiations al
tectmg ahie disposition ot John-
son O Malles funding tor Alaska
[he fact that the level ot John
son O'Malley tuadmg tor fiscal
1973 s S4025 mmlhon only

ledye

serves Lo (ll.l”lll[l/l' LS onmis-
ston,” he sand

In the past, the State Depart-
ment of Fducation acted as the
party to a contiact with
the Bureau of Indian Aftais for
adnumistration ot all Alaska
education programs funded by
Jolmson O'Malley funding.

But this vear requests o
Johnson O'Malley funds exceed-
edavanlable funds

“Requests for tundmg had
broadened in scope and coneept
so-as tonchude apphicants from
non-cducation agencies, corpor-

sole

ations and mdividuals,”  Bor-
bridge noted
AN o consequence, acon-

pettive situation was created,
which mvolved programs operat-
ed by the state department of

cducation and programs— pro-

posed by the  state operated
school system, the distiiet
school  systems and other
agencies and andwidoals,” he
sad

“hhe Swte Department ol

Fducation thus acted as both
the smgle state ageney tor all
Johnson OMalley activities and
it also subnntted  proposals s
ancapphicant,” he sad

The new commitment from
the State: Departiment o Fdu-
cation will put Native people
T PosSiion Lo act respon-
sibly and effectively ™ in direct
on ol JOM tunds. he concluded
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