Potency of Native Politics--

Natives Toying with Idea of Forming Statewide Org.
' Part II and Conclusion

By LAEL MORGAN
EYING THEURBAN VOTERS

And there s a valid reason 1o
question the assumption that
the native vote will dimmsh of
reapportionment stands, tor na-
tves are toying with the dea of
formmg a statewide  pohtical

orpanization and  eymg urban
voters
Iwlors of the federal land

claims bull feanng a strong,
statewide coalion of natives
divided admimstration of - the
settlement mto regional - cor-
porations with no- coordimating
agency They also specitied
these regions could notuse
settlement funds 1o dabble m
politics, but nothing under the
Constitution prectudes the na-
tves from uniting pohitically as
mdviduals.

Discusston ol the  subject
came up last fall at an imformal
meetig of a few AN members
who passed the hat on the spot
and collected S200 1o start
things rolling
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G native partyooovactlv.Toexe
plamed a partcpant who o de
chines to be named unnl the
organzation v torna. “What
we  want todo cncouage
talented natives tooun for of
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“Unless the wmise
pohtically on hasis
we'll never redlioe i tiue
strength we cair exorone n

in - dictating polities and pro-
grams,” mantains Byron Mallot,
Tlingit Indian and Alaska’s fiest
native commussioner — (Depart-

ment of Community and Region-

al Affairs).
In 1970 Maliott and other

leaders attempted  to put to-
gether a native organization a-
long the lines: of COPE, the
political arm of the Teamsters,

and give endorsement toa
Democratic candidate for gov-
ernor.

STt pomted out that, no mat-
ter how unmified we are on bread
and butter assues,  we break
down as quickly as any other
atizens when it comes 1o a
political ssue,™ he recalls. “But
I got so mvolved it someone
had come up with $4,000 1I'd
have quit my job and gone with
it

“Notenough people really
understand the paolitical process
i the state. Many people view
native power on specific issues

“lets say aovillage wants a
water system. They scream (o
thew Congressional delegation,
write letters to the governat
When they get some action they
feel pretty good.  Miracle of
miracles! They get o water
system but that’s the extent of
Hative power.

“Most of our power, latent
forces we have yet to develop
We're kicking ot nght around
nght now. But makimg them
understand at a village devel s
vong to take some selhing.”

Far-thinkers figure that ol
cach Alaskan native Kicked i
S30 for g pohitical contnbution
they would have abouat S000,
000 ftor a tull ume statt and
campagn funding

Plins are now papet
such an oreamzation and al
thoueh at the moment leader
ship s necessanly preoccupied
with management ol the clms
settlement

on tot

woconld hecome a

reality

Carrently John Borbndee.
Ihngit leader and head of Se
alaskas ther regonal corpora-
ton, s more concerned  with

focal povernments than e state
wide oreanzation

Under the tederal settlement
native lands must
mumicipalities and f the natives
have o say e then focal gov
crnment they will Base contiol of

some o o

these lands -
STeowall he necessary tor s
1o control our commurty and

municipal - councils.”” Borhidee
“Weomust pet moving
now - Our future assets wall be
effected. We're bemg toreed to
explore ways (o hecome more
politically active.™

Fonl Nott, who was current-
Iy waging a stiong \1}{!!1 to wan
the US. House  seat vacated
when Nick Begich was lost onan
wrplane hight this winter . does
not think - terms ol state
wide native party or
surpnsingly mterms of parties
w peneral

Although he as chanman of
the  Alaskan Democratic Party
and ats chosen candidate i the
spectal election, he believes that
the average native voter will not
go with the party

“He's going to go with the
mnan I jouted the party m
1967-68. The Democratic party
because 1t seemed to have Tess
special imterests but it’s no
Utopia.”

He teels reapportionment will
eventually cut the size ot the
bush delegation  to the legis-
ture and that 1t will not be casy
to gel native representatives
clected from urban arcas.

“It can be done but 1t's just
gomg 1o be tougher than blazes!
We've got the talent available.
Whether we can use 1t or notis
the question.™

But he added that his people
have a good many expenenced
young leaders, which must be
considered a long term asset tor

Warns

more

the natives
OTHER MINORITY GROUPS
WATCH

Other munority groups — the
Indians and Eskimos of Canada;
Hawaiian natives:  Austrailia’s
downtrodden abonginees:  the
Ainus, a Caucasion nunonty in
Japan  are watching the Alas-
kan native movement carcfully,
trying to as just what has
made 1t work  when similar

groups such as stateside Indians,
have taled o rally any  real
strength.

I ookimg back, Wille Hensley
will tell you with a sole, the
new wave of native leaders he
came i with back i 1966 were
“very similar to the gathernng
of denmgods i Philadelphia m
1776."

Senously, he speculates, ™1
don't think we had anythmg
potng for us except the fact we
were standing m the way ol
progress and the fact the povern-
ment had never legally taken our
land.

SFothink we all recopmzed
the  predicament we were .
Ihe villages more or less agreed
and they gave us the latitude to
po after the settement.”

He s uncharactenstically
dubious about the future of iy
people at the moment. perhaps
hecanse he has qust taken over as
head ot the AFN and s stiiggl-
me to put it back na position
as o coordimating
apency for the regions

Iowish Tocould be more
aptimistic. Say o 20 30
10 vears | obeheve our people
would be prospering, pullimg to-
eether, developimg Teadership,
comtmbuting to the state

ol power

“Uothimh we have bought
wome time and - maybe welll
develop to that pomt. We can

protect ourselves for a penod
ol time because ol the power
ol money Itall depends on
whether we can make the tran-
sitton from pohitical power with-
oult power and sl
be able to make deasions with
some polincal power and great

cconomice

cootom powet Howe pet

more depth e deadership.

thnk there’s @ chanee™
Nothassesses  the Alaskan

matne s advantage as mamly
NOve al an opportune moment

“heowas o time me hostory
follow iy nght behmd the cvil
nelis action of the S0s and 00s,
anoage of \\I\](' communications,
when the United States stood
to he looked at by the world

“1professed o be an equal
Apportunity - eovernment It
really couldn’t, in view of what
omg on elsewhere e the
world. treat the  Indians any
ditterntly. And meomy pomt of
view 0 owas a fleetmg ume. 1
we ot getat very quickly the
tine s ould have passed.”™

W otever combination ol

W

cleronts, Alaskan natives have
moved too power with unpre:
cederied speed, and whether or
nat ey continue o gain foree,
(10 aders agree with John
on ceowhen he says, “lhe
nat ote s simply not gomg
up rabs any more. 1 don’t
1 Lere ever poing toosee
that appen agam. - Whoever is
vone to take a statewide elect-
o1 1 coimg to have to deal with
the catives. Nobody can ever
tahe o tor granted agan.”



