Tom Richards, Jr.’s Column--
Lobbyist Disautels Turns Out to Be Someone Else
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OLONGAPO CITY A num-
ber of people have told me that
they received the  impression
that  tormer AFN  president
Donald R Wright and 1 were
never on the best of tevms. That
was not really the case. It was
only a matter of him domg his
job as AN president, and me
domgmy as Washington
conespondent for the Tundia
Limes

Iowill adnnt that cach o us

job

trequently  beheved  the other
should have been pomng about
his busmess difterenthy. 1 omay

Lave caused him some nntation
once mea whale 1 so he must

have receved satisfaction from
one madent o November of
1971

The Senate had just passed ity
version ofthe Alaska Natwve
Clams Settlement Act, and the
AEN the Alaska congressional

delegation, and some other
members  of Congress  were
celebrating the event  with a

party inoone of the conlerence

rooms ol the Capitol Hhll Hotel
As the party on, all

the celebrants hecame more m-

wore

tormal.  Some were gloriously
recounting the successes in the
lobbymg effort which had re-
sulted i passage of the act in
both houses.

Others were content to rub
clbows  with the  distinguished
lawmakers at the party. Cham-
gaigne Howed and refreshments
were plentitul

But Don Wnght and I sat in
one corner of the room engaged
g heated argument. Forus, it
was not only a4 time tor celebra-
tron ot the Senate’s action, but
also - occassion we whieh to re-

call matters which sometimes
marred our relationship
A wornied Mary Jane Fate

dispatchied Barry Jackson several
times to mediate our diflerences
Fry as he maght, Bany was
unable to lessen tensions, and
Mary Jane worned on

After some tnne, while Don
and Isat crosslegged tacmg cach
other on the carpet, T tumed my
head shightly and my eve caught
a distimgashed  looking gentle-
man standimg behimd uso 1 then
eave hnmemy full attention

M Desautels, 1 told the man,

exceuted  brlliant
moving — the land

vou  have
strategy

claims bill through the Congress.
I told him that T knew of his
fame as a talented lobbyist. 1

said that it must be absolutely

certain that no one else could
have accomplished that extreme-
ly difficult task.

Don Wright grew impatient as
I lavished praise upon the dis-
tngushed — gentleman, — who
scemed to be enjoying the at-
tention.

I told the man how I had
been  tollowing  the legislation
closely over ats troubled path
through the Congress, and noted
where s services had been in-
valuable, and that the people
who  told us  that Clude
Desautels was the lobbyist for
our bl had been ndisputably
nght

I glanced at Don and saw that
he was flushing. 1 guessed that
he must have been irked that |
mlcnuplcxl our argument As
I contmued to praise the gentle-
man, Don could stand 1t no
longer. Although crimson with
anger, he must have been de-
lighted as he burst open and
shouted at me

“You qdiot!" yelled Don
Wright. SThat man asn't
Desautels. He's the mante d°




