
Indian policy reviewreview-
report

review-
reportreport has Alaska section

The first comprehensive rere-

view

re-

view

re-re¬-

view of Indian policy underta-
ken

underta-
ken

undertaunderta-¬-

ken by the Federal GovernmentGovernment-

since
Government-

sincesince 1928 has been completedcompleted-
and

completed-
andand is now in the hands ofof-

the
of-

thethe USu.s.. ., Congress , it was rere-

vealed
re-

vealed
re-re¬-

vealed this week by John Bor-

bridge
Bor-

bridge
Bor-

bridge
Bor-Bor-

bridge Jr . , President ' of thethe-

Sealaska
the-

SealaskaSealaska Corporation .,

Borbridge , one of the fivefive-

American
five-

AmericanAmerican Indian CommissionersCommissioners-
named

Commissioners-
namednamed by Congress to serveserve-

on
serve-

onon the 1111memberIl-memberIlmember11-member11---membermember AmericanAmerican-
Indian

American-
IndianIndian Policy RevReviewew Commis-
sion

Commis-
sion

CommisCommis-¬-

sion , said that the Commission'sCommissionsCommission's-
investigative

Commission's-
investigative

'
investigative work was com-
pleted

comcom-¬.-

pleted with the delivery of itsits-

final
its-

fmalfinalfmal Report to Congress onon-

Tuesday
on-

TuesdayTuesday , May I177 .

At the urging of IndianIndian-

leaders
Indian-

leadersleaders ,. with the support ofof-

Congress
of-

CongressCongress ,. President Gerald FordFord-
signed

Ford-
signedsigned Public Law 93-5809358093.5809358093.580on-. onon-

January
on-

JanuaryJanuary 2 , 1975 , calling forfor-

formation
for-

formationformation of an 1111memberlI-memberlImember11-member1111member-
Commission

lImemberC-

ommission
---membermember

Commission to conduct a com-
prehensive

com-
prehensive

comcom-¬-

prehensive review of the hist-

orical
hist-

orical
histhist-¬-

orical and legal developments

- A.

underlying the Indians ' uniqueunique-
relationship

unique-
relationship

unique-
relationshiprelationship with the FederalFederal-
Governement

Federal-
Governement

Federa-
lGovernmentGovernementGovernment ., Six are membersmembers-

of
members-

of
members-

ofof Congress ,. and five are IndianIndian-
.Commissioners

Indian-

Commissioners.,.CommissionersCommissioners , selected fromfrom-

names
from-

names
from-

namesnames submitted by IndianIndian-

tribes
Indian-

tribes
Indian-

tribestribes and organizations .

First Serious LookLook-

"I
Look-

"It
Look-

"It""II"ItItt is the first serious looklook-

at

look-

atat the problem facing Amencan-
Indians

AmericanAmencanAmerican-
IndiansIndians in half a century ,

"

said Borbridge , who explainedexplained-
that

explained-
thatthat the Report accomplishedaccomplished-

twotwo major requirementsrequirements-
"First

requirements-
"First

requirements-
"First

:

--- "First"-FirstF-irst-- "First"-FirstF-irst-- "First"-FirstF-irst" it detailed the naturenature-
and

nature-
andand the scope of revisionsrevisions-
needed

revisions-
neededneeded in government programsprograms-
and

programs-
andand policies concerning thethe-

Indians
the-

IndiansIndians .
IndiansSecondly

---SecondlySecondly--Secondly-- , the Report pre-

sented
pre-

sented
prepre-¬-

sented to Congress $specificpecififpecififrere-

commeded
re-

commeded
re-

commeded
re-re-

commeded legislative remedies-

to
remediesremedies-

toto the probelem areas defined , "

he said .,

Borbridge , the only IndianIndian-

member
Indian-

membermember from Alaska and thethe-

West
the-

WestWest CoastCoaste,, reports that he waswas-

successful
was-

successfulsuccessful inin10 his requests for

including a SpeicalSpelcal Joint TaskTask-

Force
Task-

ForceForce on Alaska Natives Issues ,.

and a special sectionsecUon on Alaska ,.

including recommendationsrecommendations-
specifically

recommendations-
specificallyspecifically pertinent to Alaska .

Following the instructions ofof-

Congress
of-

CongressCongress , the CommissionersCommissioners-
undertook

Commissioners-
undertookundertook a thorough analysisanalysis-
ofof the Constitution , treatiestreaues ,.

statues ,. judicial interpetationsinterpetauons ,

and Executive Oders to rere-

view
reore-rereo-

vtew

-

viewvtew the relationship of thethe-

Federal
the-

FederalFederal Government and IndianIndian-
Tribes

Indian-
TribesTribes and the land and otherother-
resources

other-
resourcesresources they possess .,

The policies , practices andand-

structure
and-

structurestructure of the various Fed-

eral
FedFed-¬.-

eral agencies ,. including the Bur-

eau
BurBur-¬-

eau of Indian Affairs , werewere-

probed
were-

probedprobed by the Commissioners .

Alternative ElectiveElectJn BodiesBodies-
AA prime responsibilityreponsibiJity$ of thethe-

group
the-

groupgroup waswu to explore the fea-

sibility
feareafea-¬.-

sibilitysibiIlty of alternative electiveelective-
bodies

elective-
bodiesbodies which couldcouJd fullyfullv retere-

present
re-re¬.-

present Indians at the nat-

ional
natnat-¬.-

ionalionallevellevel of government to pro-

ContimMd

pro-propro-
Continued

--.
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vide

1)11)-

vide

)

vide Indians with mminummininum part-

ICipations
part-

icipations
partpart-¬-

icipations inm policy formations-
and

formations-
and

formations
and program development InIn-

cluded
In-

eluded
In-In¬-

. cludedeluded was consideration of alal-

ternative
al-

ternative
al-al¬-

ternative methods to strength-
en

strengthstrength-¬-

en tribal government and asas-

sume
as-

sume
as-as¬-

sume fundamentalfundamentaJ rightsnghts of inmin-

dividual
in-in¬.-

dividualdlvldual Indians .

The final Commission Report-
was

Report-
was

Report
was submittedsuhmltted to the SpeakerSpeaker-
ofof the House , Tip O'NeilONeil' ., andand-

to
and-

toto PrePresident<; ldent of the SenateSenate-

proIcm
Senate-

proternpro-ternproternpro-IcmIcm- , JamesJame Eastman , onon-

May
on-

MayMay 17 Among its recom-

mendatJOns
recom-

mendations
recomrecom- -¬.-

mendationsmendatJOns were several callingcalling-
for

calling-
forfor improvements in the adad-

mimst

ad-

ministration
ad-ad¬-

mimstministrationrataon of the FederalFederaj TrustTrust-

respon'lhlty
Trust-

responsihityresponsihityrespon'lhltyresponlhlty' to AmericanAmencan In-

dains
In-

dams
In-

dams
In-In-

dainsdams
damsEnhance
Enhance Trust ResourceResource-

"nhmcement
Resource-

Fnhancement
Resource-

rnhancement"r-nhancementrnhancement"nhmcementnhmcementFnhancement- , of Indian Tmtr-

eOUr
Trust-

resources
TrustTm\tTmt\

re\OUrreOUrresources\ \ andJnd tribaltnhal governmentgovernment-
waswas llluigedurgeded ., with the governmentgovernment-
called

governmentl-
ollled(.ailedailedlollledcalledlollleduponcalledupon. upon to maintainmamtam thethe-

highest

the-

hlghehlghehighest t standardsst.mdardsstmdards.. ofofcarecare andand-

good
and-

goodgood ffa1lfaitha1l h consistentconslsten t with thethe-

pnnclple
the-

principlesprinciplespnnclple' ol01of common lawlolW trusttrust-

The
trust-

The. The recommendations included-

appointment
includedmduded

JppomappointmentIment of01 an IndependentIndependent-
Pnme

independent-
PrimePrimePnme AAgenteIH ,. in the Executive-
hranch

ExecutivexecutlVexecutlV-
ehrandlhranJihrandlhranch , who would he reresponrespon-

sihle
'ponpon-

slhlesihleslhle torlortr) administeringadl1l1nIstenngadriunistenng the trust-

fhc
trust-

rhe
trusttrust-

TheTherhefhc repreport( In recommended givgiv-

ing
glv-

III

glv-glvgiv-giv¬-

IIIing)! tnhaltrlhJItribal !governmentsIovermnentsguvernrnents the samealT1esame-

status
alT1-

estdtUstatusstdtU\stdtUstdtUJlld\ andJlldJlldreandresponsihlitiesreresponsihlitiesponslhhtle\ponslhhtleponslhhtleJI\ JI-

other
asJIas-

other
!

other localIOCJI governmentsovernmenh ,. anddndand-

establishing
dnd-

estJhllshmestJhllshmestablishing them das' equaleljuJI toto-

slate

to-

state,slatestateIdle govenmentsgovenlT1cnt inIII -K'deralKderalI-edcralIedcralFederalFederal-
domestic

Iedcral-
domctlc

'

domesticdomc\tlcdomctlc\ assistancea\SlstanceaSlstance\ programsprograms-
I'he

programs-
The

programs-
fheThefheI'heIhe' (CommissionCOImmsslOnommissum called for-

more
lorforlor-

moremore efficenteffkent orgam/ationorgamationorgamlatlOnorgamration/ ofo-
fIf+\ofI\fIf,f ..hhthe,'' BureauRureau ol01of Indian Affairs ,.

includingmcludlllg transfer ofofmanagmentmanagmentmanagment-
respoll'ilbtlities

managment-
responsibilitiesresponsibilitiesrespoll'ilbtlitiesrespollilbtlities' to tribestnbes , at thethe-

local
the-

locallocal level.. It also recommended-
combining

recommended-
comhmmg

recommended
combiningcomhmmg all Federalfederalandand InIn-

dian

in-

than
In-In¬-

dianthan related agencies intomto oneone-

independent
one-

mdependentindependentmdependent agency ,. the DeIeDe-

partment
Ie-

partment
)

partment of Indian AffairsAffalrAffairs-
Future

Affairs-
huture

'.hutureJ.utureJutureFuture legislation shouldshuuldshuuldrcshouldrerercre-

quire, quire the InteriorIntenor DepartmentDepartment-
toto provide full , annual fasica-

laccounting

lasKa-

lacwuntmg
tasicallasKalfasical

accountingacwuntmg of all Federal IndianIndian-

programs
Indian-

programsprograms , and establish Com-

mittees
Com-

mittees
ComCom- ¬-

mittees torfor Indian Affairs inin-

each
in-

eacheach House of (Congress''- ongress
o- ngress , oror-

ininID the form ofofoneone joint com-

mittee
com-

mlttee
comcom-¬-

mitteemlttee .

(Inprovementsnprovements in tribal ecec-

onomlt
ec-

unomic
ec-ec¬-

onomiconomltunomic development , tribal fas-

enes
fis-

enes
fis-

eries
fis-fisfas-fas-

eneseries management , child place-
ment

place-
ment

placeplace- ¬-

ment and medical and socialsocia-

lsemces
social-

servicesservicessemces were also urged .

All AmericanAmencan Indians ((WhIchWhIch-
mcludes

WhichWhich-

includesincludesmcludes all Alaska Natives ) ,

should behe includedmcluded in all Fed-

deral
Fed-

deral
Fed-

deral
Fed-Fed-

deral programs , the (Commis-

sion
CommisCommis-''- ommis-

'-

ommis
o-

mmis
'-

ommission ¬-

sion stressed .

Special Alaska SectionSection-
The

Section-
The

Section-
TheThe Special Section on A-

laska

A-

laska

A-

laska
A-A-

laska innmmtJafedinnrtiatedmated by Commis-CommisCommls-Commls -

. .,.

sioerslocr Borbridge , called for imim-

provements
im-im¬.-

provements in situations uniqueunique-
toto Alaska'sAlaskas' Native population .

Congress should enact legis-

lation
legis-

lation
legislegis-¬-

lation prescribing the order ofof-

preference
of-

preferencepreference in which applicationsapplications-
forfor benefits under Federal LawsLaws-

and
Laws-

andand programs will be receivedreceived-
from

received-
fromfrom the several kinds of AlaskaAlaska-
Native

Alaska-
NativeNative organizations qualified asas-

applicants
as-

appltcantsapplicantsappltcants ., This legislation sho-

uld
sho-

uld
shosho-¬-

uld confirm the CenCentraltral CounCoun--Coun-
cil

¬,

ccilcilofof the Tlingit and HaidaUaidaHaida-
Indians

Uaida-
IndiansIndians of Alaska as the gen-

eral
gengen-¬.-

eraleralandand supreme governinggoverning-
body

governing-
bodybody of a single tribal entity ,

recommendingrecommendin that similarsimilar-
groups

similar-
groupsgroups such as the Tanana ChiefsChiefs-

Conference
Chiefs-

ConferenceConference enjoy the same stat-

us
statstat--sta-

tusLimited

¬-

us
us-LimitedusLimited-usLimitedEasements

.

Limited EasementsEasements-
Proposed

Easements-
Proposed

Easements-
ProposedProposed legislation wouldwould-

limit
would-

lumtlimitlumt easements on SettlementSettlement-
Act

Settlement-
ActAct lands definitelydefimtely defineddefined-

easements

defined-

easementseasements across such landslands-

and
lands-

andand at periodicpenodlc pointspOlDtS thatthat-

are
that-

areare necessay under treaty obob-

l
ob-

ligations
ob-ob¬-

lligationsgations and to provide accessaccess-

to
access-

toto public landslands-

Limitations
lands-

Limitations
lands-

LimitationsLimitations on environmentalenvironmental-
Impact

environmental-
impactimpact statement requirementsrequirements-
werewere called for andandaa DecemberDecember-
UU1,147811478l.ll)7Xl.ll7Xlll7X,. l )97t deadlinedeadlme for convey-
ances

conveyconvey- ¬.-

ancesancc ofuf Settlement Act landslands-

was
lands-

waswas proposedproposed-
C'ongress
proposedCongress
(C'ongressCongress''- ungress

u- ngress was urged to hon-

or
hon-

or
honhon-¬-

or Itits promise to advance pay-

merits
paypay- ¬.-

mentsmerits to relieve the adverseadverse-
impact

adverselI-

T1paL'limpactlIT1paL'llIT1paLl' to Natives due totu delaydelay-

m

delay-

ininm constructionlOnstruction of01 the I'rans-

AJaska
I'rans-

Alaska
hans-

AJaska
I'rans-I'ransIranshans-hans'

-

AJaskaAlaska pipelinepipeline-
The

pipeline-
The

pipeline-
TheThe (CommissioneCommlsslOneommrssrone also stres-

sed
stres-

sed
stresstres-¬-

sed the Native'sNativesNatlve'5Natlve5' rightnght to makemake-

use
make-

useuse ofuf their lands for subsIs-

tence
subsis-

tence
subsissubsIs-¬-

tence purposes without refer-

ence
refe-

rene
referrefer-¬-

enceene.: , and suggested exemption-
from

exemption
from10)011001) 'statetate andarid local taxationtaxation-
for

taxation-
tortorfor lands that are undeveloped ,

leasedleasedoror unproductive .

(Congress''- ongress
o- ngress was asked to deter1-

111ne

deter-

mine
deterdeter-¬-

mine1111ne whether tax exemptionsexemptions-
dnd

exemptions-
andanddnd the periodpenodpenodofperiodofofofmallenabilltyofinalienabilityinalienabilitymallenabilltymallenabillty-
of

inalienability-
ofofofstockofstuckstockstuckstockcurrentlystuckcurrentlycurrently provided byby-

the
by-

thethe Settlement Act should bebe-

provided
be-

providedprovided .

(ClarificationClanfIcatlOn'larificatiunlarificatiun' ofofinterpretationIDterpretatlon-
of

interpretation-
of

interpretationIDterpretatlon
of revenues under Section 7i7(1)717(1)-

revenue
( )

revenue sharing , of the Settle-
ment

Settle-
merit

SettleSettle-¬-

mentmerit Act was requested .,

Job Is Not OverOver-

"The
Over-

"The
Over-

"The""TheThe job is not over yet ,"
said BorbridgeBorbndge ,. who indicatedindicated-
that

indicated-
thatthat the next move is up toto-

both
to-

bothboth houses of Congress , andand-

that
and-

thatthat the appropriate committees-
of

committees
of the Senate and the House ofof-

Representatives
of-

RepresentativesRepresentatives now have twotwo-

years
two-

yearsyears , or less , inwhich to reportreport-
progress

report-
progressprogress made to either thethe-

President
the-

PresidentPresident of the Senate or thethe-

Speaker
the-

SpeakerSpeaker of the House of ReRe-

presentatives
Re-

presentatives
Re-Re¬-

presentatives .

""ThereThere is no doubt in my

", i
I-

n
;

IwI-

wJOIINJOHNJOliNJOIIN BORBRIDUEBORBRIDGEBORBRIDUE-

mind

BORBRIDGE-

mind

OR RIDGE

mindmmd that this exhaustive ReRe-

port
Re-

port
Re-Re¬-

port will help chart the nextnext-
cen

next-
centurycencenturytury of Federal-IndianFederalIndianFederal.lndianFederallndian-. ReRe-

lationships
Re-

lationships
Re-Re¬-

lationships . I1 am pleased andand-

honored
and-

honoredhonored to have played a partpart-
in

part-
inin providingprovldmg the framework forfor-

our
for-

ourour future . What happens-
from

happens-
from

happens
from here on will dependdependononon-

the
on-

thethe united effort of the Nat-

Ive

Nat-

ive
NatNat-¬-

ive AmericansAmencans , the concernedconcerned-
nonIndians

concerned-
nonIndiansnon-IndiansnonIndians- ,. and , ofofcoursecourse ,
the (Congress''- ongress

o- ngress ,
" BorbridgeBurbridge con-

cluded
con-

cluded
concon-¬-

cluded


