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Editor'sEditors'' Note ]: [Thehe TundraTu"draTudra" :
' Times Is grateful to10 Senato-

Gravel
SenateSenatOJSenato ,

I
,

1

Gravel for furnishingfurnisting) itsusu *,ylthi'ithiith'lth ' the followingfa/lowingfalowing/ columncolumn-
The

.

, \ The Tundra Times willw/llwll/ useusese Contributionseon/ributlonseonributlonsconiributions/ from membe-

of
membermembmmembe,

;t of the Alaska congressional delegation on a periodic ba .

"- tsississts until a permanentpennanent staffstaflstaffcorrespondentcorrespondentco"espondentcoespondent" is selecte-
for

selecteese/ectetJseectetJselecteseectetJ-
for

/ d
for Washington ,. DD.CDCD.C-

Off

. C..

1 . Off Road Vehicles are part of Alaska'sAlaskas' style of life .

t} With only 2,74427442.744,. miles of pavpavtdpavedd road in a state of 586,000586000586.000586.000-

square
586,000-

square
,.

square miles ,. it could hardly be otherwise .

ORVs serve a legitimate , and often a vital ,. role in ourour-

state.JJORVsstate .

SoSowhenwhen word came earlier this year that the-

Administration
the

1 Administration might stiffen its rules on ORVs ,. I heardheard-
f

heard-
fromf from constituents throughout the state .

Rumor had it that ORVs might be banned outrightoutright-

J

outright-

p

outright-
fromJ IpIfromfrom federal lands , a proposal that was ridiculous when-

applied
when

"

applied to the Alaskan situation .
IICarlCarl and Patsy Fisher of Cordova were among thosethose-

II

those-

whowho telegrammed me
. .

: ""WeWeWe are against closing public lands-
I

lands-

L

lands-

to
lands-

to
lands

IIIIIwhoL to offoffroadroadroadvehiclesvehicles . "
! ToneyTonev Conrad of Tok ., writing for the Alaska Fur-

Trappers
Fur-

j

Fur
j

. Trappers Association ,. said . ""PublicPublic lands should not be-

closed
be

: ' closed to our use under any blanket executive order .
"

.
; Other representative telegrams came from RonRon-

Engstom
Ron-

EngstomEngstom in Nome ,. John Quinn in Bethel ,. and WayneWayne-

i

, _ ColCallanIan in Valdez .

I

ORORVV businesses also wrote . Big Lake Sports Hut andand-

Arctic
and-

ArcticArctic Cat Sales ,. both of WasillaWasil/aWasila/ ., and the Kotzebue FishFish-

Coop
Fish-

CoopCoopCoopwerewere among them .

Howard Baker and Mike Shupe of Polar EquipmentEquipment-
Company

Equipment-
CompanyCompany in Anchorage wrote an especially cogent letter :
'."'AlaskaAlaska"Alaska' is primarily composed offederal land and most ofof-

our
of-

ourour ruralruralcommunillesruralcommunitiescommunitiescommunilles have no roads . (fAlAA blanket order-

would
Orderorder/)/

wouldwouldmakemake law breakers of allallruralruralruralcitizenscitizens because theythey-

use
they-

useuse snowmobiles in the winter and boats andandmotorcyclesmotorcycles in-

the
in-

the
in

the summer
. ,

to10 'travel'ravelravel andandcommunicatecommunicate across federalfederal-
lands

federal-
lands "'lands .

The decision on ORVs was part of President Carter'sCartersCarter's-
twicedelayed

Carter's-
twicedelayed

'

twice-delayedtwicedelayed- message on the environment .. ItItwaswas naturalnatural-

that
natural-

thatthat ,. in this message ,. the President and his Council onon-

EnvIronmental
on-

EnvironmentalEnvironmental Quality should address the problem of ORVORV-

damage
ORV-

damagedamage .,

But the kind of damage they have in mind is that-
inflicted

that-
mflicted

that
inflictedmflicted by thousands of city-dwellerscitydwellers- on relatively smallsmall-
areas

small-
areasareas of nearby open land . A case which especially comes toto-

mind
to-

mindmind is Southern California ,. where six-sixsixand- and eight-laneeightlaneeightlanef-
reeways

eightlanef-
reeways

-

freeways make the fragile Southwest desert easily accessible-
to

accessible
to bikers and dune-buggydunebuggy- enthusiasts .

Of course this is a far cry from Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska' s situation , andand-
aa solution aimed at Los Angeles is not transferabletransferrable toto-

Fairbanks
to-

FairbanksFairbanks and Kotzebue .

In discussion with those preparing the President'sPresidentsPresident's-
message

President's-
message ''

message ,. my staff learned that ""irreparableirreparable damage to the-

environment

the-

environment

the

environment " might become a test for ORV use on federal-
lands

federal-
lands

federal
lands . Yet even this concept could be inappropriate for-

Alaska
for-

Alaska
for

Alaska .,

I telegrammed the White House last month andand-
pointed

and-
pointedpointed out that ""therethere may be no question that at certaincertain-
times

certain-
timestimes of the year , the use of the snow machine on tundra in

thethe
'&absence&McneeMcnee of a cocompleteplet aandd con5ittconsistentnt SRasnowsnow. cover may inin-

factt,tfactfact . causetaU5eMuse whatwbat
..C.EQC.EQCEQ. , ,; may choosechoosek ,. to termterns irreparable-

damage
irreprablcirre.fableirrefableirreparable:,..

j* ,

'.
',-,. *' damldamage!-ee-"',

toto
''thethetheennroennroenvironmentenvironmenturle t . '".
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8uBuiBut. tthee possibility
10

of scatteredscattersscatteredscatteredsnow! snowsnow machine scarsscascars onon-

tundra

'

tundra isisclearlyclearly not thethe
'kind'kind of . serious and intensiveintensive-

damage

intensive-

damagedamage the-thethoAdministrationtheAdministrationthAdministration*- Admin strationstrationVants\;wants\VantsVants tqto piohiprohibitif,. , "-

I

Iy>"
,. , ;.' ., ._ ,. 9., : :: :,,. ,,

'

Add to this the fact4ct'that4ctthatfact'thatfactthat' that snowsnow ' machinesmachines.aremachinesare. are used inin-

subsistence
In-

subsistence
uiIn

subsistence :,
.

'

.huntinghunting'huntin'g' ,;'° andand the inappropriatehessInappropriateness ofor strictstrict-

ORV

'
,

ORV rules in Alaska becomes especially cleardear. '
'

PresidentPresidentCarter.,.CarterCarter needs too set a policy tone of increasedincreased-
sensitiVity

increased-
sensitivitysensitivity to possible enyironmenfalenvironmentalenvironmenfal damage

,
by ORVsORSORYs'. AndAnd-

Alaska
And-

AlaskaAlaska ,,. too , needs to be sensitivesensitiire to the trade-offstradeoffs--
'
involved-

in
involvedinvolved-

inin the use of oORVsRVs .
But ,. as my

.

telegramstelegrams-telegrams.fromtelegramsfrom
-
,- ..fromfromfrom Alaska said ,. aa ''blanketblanketbbablanket-

federal

blanket-
r

a etet-

federaJ
r

federalfederaJ order is;,
the wrong thingthIDg forlor,;: Alaska . 0ORVRV problems-

which
problemsproblems-

whichwhich actually itemItemtem from high population density are . notnot-

thethe kinds of problems thatthilt confrontconfron Alaska.,.


