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11- "The,""TheThe.,

.ThVpedeThVpedeTh& FedeealFedefall# "' cOR1Jftitmecomntmeettcommiteeatto* t'' to .,

close the ' gap betwbetweenen, the he81th-

itatus
healthhe81thhealth-

statusStatusitatusstatus of the '''AmericanAmerican'ArericanArericanrlcan IndianIndian'an-
d

Indian-

and
''-
and

a-

ndand .AlaskaAlaska.Alaska/NativeAlaskaNative,/.'.NativeNative'Native .,.peoplepeople ,, andand-

that
and-

thatthat of the rest.. of thetke .'.NN'NationNation'Nation-
within

Nation. nn-

within
'

within the next sevenanon .,.yearsyearsyearsyears-

'is
years-

'is''isisis spelledspened
"' outout in ''- regulationsr- egulations'-

regulationsproposedregregulations1ations1ationsp-
roposedproposed today by hlIEWsHEW'sHEWsEW's ''In-

dian
In'In'In-'InIn¬.-

dian Health Service . '_
The 1,>proposedrop sed ""gu1gu1regulationstions ,.

''- today's
t-

odayspublished In
"''today'stodays"today's' ""FederalFederal"Federal-

Register
"Federal-

RegisterRegister ," will implement the .

Indian Health CareCart ImprovementImprovement-
ActAct". ., ((PublicPublic,

''LawLawLaw 94.43944394431-
The

9443794431-94431. ?.))-
The lawYaw ,. enactedencted on Sept .

30 , 1976 prprovidesprovides1vides ' for bebetterbetter-
Federal

t.er-

Federal
t.erter.

Federal Indian health programprogram-

services

programprogram-

servicesservices and facilities and great-

er
greatgreat-*.-

er Indian and Alaska NativeNative-

participation
Native-

participationparticipation in the programs..
In brief ,. the act does thethe-

following
the-

fonoWingfollowingfonoWing :
followingPrograms

-.-ProgramsPrograms.Programs to increase thethe-

number
the-

numbernumber of Indian health pro-
fessionals

propro-prof-
essionals

-¬-

fessionals serving IqdiansIndians .
.Increase.Increase appropriation levelslevels-

over
levels-

overover a seven year period toto-

help
to-

helphelp HEWsHEW's' Indian HealthHealth-

Servie

Health-

ServieServie eliminate backlogsbacldogs ofof-

health
of-

healthhealth services needs , renovaterenovate-

and
renovate-

andand build health care facilitiesfacilities-

and
facilities-

mdandmd staff housing , and construct-
sanitation

construct-
sanitation

construct
sanitation facilities for IndianIndian-

homes
Indian-

homeshomes .
homesMedicare

-.-MedicareMedicare.Medicare and Medicaid rere-

Imbursement
re-

imbursement
re-re¬-

imbursement to Indian HealthHealth-

Service

Health-

ServiceService facilities for seservicess toto-

eligible

to-

eligibleeligible IndiansIndians-
A

.

--AA program to identify InIn-

dians
In-

dians
In-In¬-

dians in urban areas and theirtheir-

health
their-

healthhealth needs , and make urban-

health
urban-

health
urban

health care more accessible toto-

them
to-

themthem .
themA

--AA study to determinedetennine thethe-

need
the-

needneed for , and feasibility ofof-

establishing
of-

establishingestablishing and American InIn-

dian
In-

dian
In-In¬-

dian School of Medicine .

The regulations , as proposed ,
have been developed in con-
sultation

con-
sultation

concon-¬-
sultation with national and rere-

gional
re-

gional
re-re¬-

gional Indian organizations ,. InIn-

dian
In-

dian
In-In¬-

dian Leaders and other Amer-

ican
Amer-

ican
AmerAmer-¬-

ican Indian and AlaskaAlasIca Nat-

ive

Nat-

ive
NatNat-¬-

ive people . Representatives ofof-

HEW's

of-

HEWsHEWsHEW's' Indian Health Service ,.
tribal and urban Indians , andand-

other
and-

otherother interested parties havehave-

participated
have-

participatedparticipated in over 110 meet-
ings

meet-
ings

meetmeet-¬-

ings across the country to dis-

cuss
dis-

cuss
disdis-¬-

cuss the Act , and to insure-

that
insure-

that
insure

that Indian and Alaska NativeNative-

interests
Native-

interestsinterests are represented in thethe-

regulations
the-

regulationsregulations and the implement-

ation
implement-

ation
implementimplement-¬-

ation planpIan .

The comments and suggest-

ions
suggest-

ions
suggestsuggest- ¬-

ions received within 45 daysdays-
will

days-
willwill further insure maximummaximwnmaximum-

Indian
maximwn-

IndianIndian particpation in the imim-

plementation
im-

plementation
im-im¬-

plementation of the programsprograms-
and

programs-
andand activities authorized by thethe-

Act
the-

ActAct.. All comments receivedreceived-
within

received-
withinwithin this period will be con-
sidered

con-
sidered

concon-¬-

sidered . They should be sub-

mitted
sub-

mitted
subsub-¬-

mitted in writing to the Dir-

ector
Dir-

ector
DirDir-¬-

ector , Indian Health Service ,
Room 5A-555A555A.555A55SA-55SA-. ., 5600 FishersFishers-

Lane
Fishers-

LaneLane , RockvilleRockviIle , Maryland
2085710857 , and should refer toto-

specific
to-

specificspecific sections of the proposedproposed-
regulations

proposed-
regulationsregulations .

The comments will be availibleavailible-

for
availible-

fortorfor public inspection at IndianIndian-
Health

Indian-
HealthHealth Service Headquarters dur-
Ing

dur-
ing

durdur-¬-
ing regular hours ,. 9 ajnam . to
5 pjnpm . weekdays .


