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Native ObjectionsQbjections
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VoicedatVoiced at HearingHearingB-
y

He ring
By CHARLES MALLEYMALLEY-

Public
MALLEY-

Public
MALLEY-

PublicPublic hearings in FairbanksFairuanl.sFairuanls. onon probable transportatransporta-transporta-
tion

transporta-
tion

¬-

tion and utility corridors ran into heavyhenvy Native opposiopposi-opposi-
tion

opposi-
tion

¬-

tion this week .
'
;

,.

The hearings were lieklheld before capacity crowds inin-

the
in-

thethe city council chamberschamlJ rs by the Federal-StateFederalState- LandLa d UseUse-

Planning_ , Planning Commission for Alaska .

At least 75 per cent otof thoseththose-
testifying

sese-

ttestifyingt slifying at the hearing indicaindica-indica-
ed

.-

ed a negative attitudeattituje toward
10 proposals for corridor ease ¬.

ments .

The hearinghearing was the first ofof-

six
of-

sixsix to be held around the state ,

with the last to lebe? held in AnAn-An-

chorage
¬.-

choragech rage on May 9 . Others willwill-

be
will-

bebe held in Naknek , May 7 andand-

Bethel
and-

BethelBethel , May 8 . Hearings werewere-

also
were-

alsoalso held in Kotzebue on TuesTues-Tues-
day

¬.-

day and Nome on Wednesday .

One of the major beefs at thethe-

hearing
the-

hearinghearing was that the hearingshearings-
Were

hearings-
werewere not adequately publicizedpublicized-
and

publicized-
andand that hearings should havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen held in other locations afaf-af-

fected
¬.-

fected by the proposals , includinclud-includ-
ing

includ-
ing

¬-

ing Ruby , Tanana , Galena , Nu-NuNu-

lato
Nu-

lato
Nu-

lato
-

lato , Koyukuk , Huslia , Allaka-AllakaAllaka-
ket

Allaka-
ket

-.

ket and Evansville .

Hearings were scheduled atat-

terminal
at-

terminalterminal points of the proposedproposed-
corridors

proposed-
corridorscorridors , it was pointed out ,

depriving Interior village resiresi-resi-

dents
resi-

dents
¬-

dents of the opportunity toto-

speak
to-

speakspeak out on proposals thatthat-
could

that-
couldcould seriously affect their lives .

ChrjsChris Anderson , who testifiedtestified-
atat the hearing on behalf of thethe-

Tanana
the-

TananaTanana Chiefs Conference , saidsaid-

aa plan is now being mounted toto-

urge
to-

urgeurge the InteriorIn terior village residentsresiden ts '

to submit their comments on fhthethe-

proposal
the-

proposalproposal to the Land Use PlanPlan-Plan-

ning

Plan-

ning

¬-

ning Commission in Anchorage

before the deadline-MaydeadlineMaydeadlinc-MdeadlincM- ay 14 .

The commission is located at
733 W . Fourth Ave . , Suite 400 ,

AnphorageAnhorageAnchorage!; , Alaska 995011:19501119501: ..

The main message comingcoming-
across

coming-
acrossacross at the hearing from about
25 to 30 persons who mademade-
statements

made-
statementsstatements was that a negativenegative-
reaction

negative-
reactionreaction exists against any kindkind-
of

kind-
ofof easements proposed by thethe-

commission
the-

commissioncommission .

Among the major exceptionsexceptions-
waswas the City of Fairbanks forfor-

which
for-

whichwhich spokesmen indicatedindicatedaindicated-
favorable

indicated-
favorable

a
favorable attitude toward thethe-

proposals
the-

proposalsproposals .

Native opposition , however ,

was considerable .

Anderson , newly-appointednewlyappointednewlyappointed-
executive

newlyappointed-
executive

-

executive director of the TananaTanana-
Chiefs

Tanana-
ChiefsChiefs Conference Inc . , whichwhich-
serves

which-
servesserves 8,0008000, constituents in thethe-

Interior
the-

InteriorInterior , was emphatic aboutabout-
TCC's

about-
TCC'sTCC'sTCCs' /{' opposition to the statestate-state-
wide

¬.-

widewideFroposalsFroposalsproposalsroposals ,.

"IfIf"II"ifif"ifat" at all possible , the abab-abab-

original
ab-

original
¬-

original people of rural AlaskaAlaska-
would

Alaska-
wouldwould like to "progressprogress" backback-back-
ward

back-
ward

¬-

ward ," he said . "IfIf"JfJf" it is found ,

however , that certain routes andand-

easements
and-

easementseasements are needed , our onlyonly-
hope

only-
hopehope is that they will bypass aa-

village
a-

villagevillage far enough away so thatthat-
it

that-
itit will not facilitate the concon-con-
struction

con-
struction

¬-

struction ofofaa connecting route . "
The proposals by the commis-commiscommis-

Contlnuod
commis-

Continued
commis-

Continued

-

( ContlnuodContinued on pagopagepage 6)6)
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,
sion invblveinvolve corridors coveringcovering-

r

,

,

nearynearlY| every major area off thethe-

state
thth-

statestate
"

, from Prudhoe Bay to KotKKitKit-
zebue

t-tt-
zebue

¬-

zebue , Nome , Bethel , Dilliog-DilliogDilling-DillingDillirgDilliog-
ham

Dilling-
ham

Dillirg-
ham

) -

ham , Naknek , Anchorage , Fair ,¬

banksbank's' , Prospect Creek , the Cana-CanaCana-
'dian

Cana-
'dian

Cana-
dian

-

'diandian' border and Pet.. 4 in thethe-

ArctiC
thth-

Arctic
e

Arctic'"

. TheyTh y include utility ,
road , railroad , port facilities andand-

pipeline
and-

pipelinepipeline corridors .
.-

Said
'

Anderson : "QuitQuit"QuiteQuite" <$ simsim-sim-

ply
sim-

ply

¬-

ply , It boils down to the quesques-ques-
tion

que-
stionof

¬-

tiontionof'

.-
of

o- f.,
of why should one (thettheee-

comrtcommissioncomrtcommissionssion ) look first at transtraos-traostrans-traos-
portation

trans-
portation

¬-

portation needs on any landland-

when
land-

whenwhen that same ,. someone cancan-can-

not
can-

not
¬-

not accurately saysaywhatwhat is therethere-
that

there-
thatthat

'- may
m- ay'- maym- ay'- may
m- ay' require transportatransporta-transporta-

tioq
transporta-

tion
¬-

tiontioq ? We believe that the comcom-com-
mission

¬.-

missiontnission , as its name implies ,
should devise a land

,
use planplan-

first
plan-

firstfirst before easements ofofany. any
kindanykindare considered . "

Anderson saidsaidthatthat-that>,- many ofof-

the
of-

thethe small villages within the TCCTCC-

area
TCC-

areaarea have indicated that they areaffarcaff-

more
arc-

moremore concerned about improvimprov-improv-
ing

¬.-

ing their airport andandairportairport roadroad-
facilities

road-
facilitiesfacilities as well assistingas\existingasexistingas

\
existing riverriver-

transportation
river-

transportationtransportation thanthan.,
they areare-

about
are-

aboutabout easementsasements for roads .

'InIn*,' Injn a prepared statement he11ehe-

read
11-

ereadread at the hearing , AndersonAnderson-
said

Anderson-
saidsaid , 'TheThe"The'" rural Na'tiveNative' residentsresidents-
inin Alaska are tenuously tryingtrying-
toto hold cmOTt-to--aOTttoaoir-to--aoir--to-atoa---- way of livingliving-

asas it was years ago . They do notnot-
want

not-
wantwant to see their houses ororol-olollands- landslands-
spoiled

lands-
spoiledspoiled with increased traffic andand-

careless
and-

carelesscareless outsiders .

"YouYou" can well agree that wewe-

have
we-

havehave seen the Alaskan NativeNative-
take

Native-
taketake care of his land and it hashas-

taken
has-

takentaken care of him ."
He recommended that thethe-

commission
the-

commissioncommission follow the followingfollowing-
three

following-
threethree basic steps in looking atat-

the
at-

thethe question of transportationtransportation-
easements

transportation-
easementseasements and how they relaterelate-
to

relate-
toto utilizing the lands in Alaska .

- Find out how the lands areare-

to
are-

toto be used .- Evaluate the need for transtrans-trans-
portation

¬.-

portation , taking into accountaccount-
the

account-
thethe systems already functioning ,
and , if transportation is needednoeded .

- What type of transportatransporta-transporta-
tion

transporta-
tion

¬-

tion and where .

The federal-statefederalstate- commissioncommission-
makes

commission-
makesmakes its proposals on "probprob"prob-"prob-
able

"prob-
able

" ¬-

ableutilityfacilities" transportationtranspottation and utility
facilities "likelylikely" "" to(00( be Concon-con-

structed
con-

stricted
¬-

structedstricted before the Year 2001..

Information gleaned from thethe-

hearings
the-

hearingshearings is to be used in formuformu-formu-
lating

formu-
lating

¬-

lating recommendations forfor-

easement
for-

easementeasement reservations throughthrough-
village

through-
villagevillage corporation and regionalregional-
corporation

regional-
corporationcorporation selected lands .

The commission'scommissions' recomrecom-recom-
mendations

recom-
mendations

¬-

mendations will be made to thethe-

Secretary
the-

SecretarySecretary of the Interior , whowho-
has

who-
hashas final authority to establishestablish-
the

establish-
thethe easements .

,

,
(Generally speakingspeakihg , an easeease-ease-

ment
ease ¬.-

ment isiss a right to use another'sanothersanother's-
land

another's-
land

'
land for a ., particularparticul r purpose .

An easement limits the owner'sownersowner's-
use

owner's-
use

'

use of thethe land , but he stillstill-

remains
still-

remainsremains theth owner . ) !

Anderson said that TCC isis-

strongly
is-

stronglystrongly opposed to1to ' any trans ¬.,

portation system aimedaimedatat servservoserv-servo-

ing
serv-

ing
¬-

ing recreational purposes... HisHis-

lengthy
His-

lengthylengthy preparedpreparedstatementstatement waswas-

officially
was-

officiallyofficially enteredenttredenttredonenteredonon the hearhear-hear-
ing's

hear-
ing's

¬-

ing'sings' recordsre ords .

Another Native submitting aa-

statement
a-

statement
('

statement at the hearing waswas-

SamSam Kito Jr . of Doyon , LimitLimit-Limit-
ed

¬.-

ed , the Interior Native regional.,

corporationcorpotation .

WhileWhile Doyon is not againstagainst-
easements

against-
easementseasements per se , "WhatWhat" we areare-

against
are-

againstagainst . . . is an ad hoc shotgunshotgun-
approach

shotgun-
approachapproach where little or nothingnothing-
isis gainedgainedandand many dollars oretiretire-

gained
tire-

gainedgained andandmanymany dollars areare-

spent
,

spent creating (or perpetuating )
anotheranothe, self-preservedselfpreserved-- bureaubureau-bureau-
cratic

bureau-
cratic

¬-

cratic entity in the name ofof-

comprehensive
of-

comprehensivecomprehensive planning ," KitoKito-

told
Kito-

toldtold the commission .

Kito urged that the state rere-rere-

linquish
re-

linquish
¬-

linquish Revised Statute 2477 ,

a document which essentiallyessentially-
gives

essentially-
givesgives the state the right to selectselect-
an

select-
anan easement across any landslands-

within
lands-

withinwithin thbthe state , "bebe" they NaNa-Na-

tive
Na-

tive
¬-

tive , state , or otherwise , seSQ longlong-

is
long-

isis an existing trail is , or was ,

present prior to subsequent withwith-with-
draw

with-
drawals

¬-

drawalsdraw also."
Kito , who is also a membermember-

of
member-

ofof the Fairbanks Board of EduEdu-Edu-

cation
Edu-

cation
¬-

cation , said : "AsAs" you knownow ,

Alaska is criss-crossedcrisscrossed- withwithsledsledsled-

dog
sled-

dogdog trails , old telegraph lineslines-

and
lines-

andand so forth . The state goes soso-

far
so-

farfar as to claim that RS 247724172417-
is

2477-
isis a valid easement offer thatthat-
goes

that-
goesgoes so far as to even includeinclude-
section

include-
sectionsection lines .

"AA" few months ago , AlyeskaAlyeska-
insisted

Alyeska-
insistedinsisted , with state support , inin-

violaJing
in-

violatingviolatingviolaJing the much-vauntedmuchvaunted- corcor-cor-

ridor
cor-

ridor
¬-

ridor concept.. You may rememremem-remem-
ber

remem-
ber

¬-

ber there was firstfust a confrontaconfronta-confronta-

tion
confronta-

tion
¬-

tion with Doyon over the use ofof-

of
of-

ofof their trails (outside the pipepipe-pipe-

line
pipe-

line
¬-

line corridor ) near Steven ;:

Village , and later with ArcticArctic-
Slope

Arctic-
SlopeSlope Regional CorporationCorporation-
overover the use of an historicalhistorical-
trail

historical-
trailtrail through Anaktuvuk Pass .

'ToTo"To'"To outside interests , itit-

probably
it-

probablyprobably appeared that DoyonDoyon-
was

Doyon-
waswas just hasseling Alyeaks . InIn-

reality
In-

realityreality we were fighting statestate-
invocation

state-
invocationinvocation of RS 2477 , whichwhich-
they

which-
theythey subsequently did . As aa-

result
a-

resultresult ofofstatestate actionaction, andnd thethe-

following
the-

followingfollowing use of that old trailtrail-
we

trail-
wewe may well now have a newnew-

highway
new-

highwayhighway from BottlesBettJesBettles to thethe-

North
the-

NorthNorth Slope , maintained withwith-
state

with-
statestate of AlaskaAlask taxpayer dollars .

Both the state and land useuse-

Planning
use-

PlanningPlanning Commission weiewerewere-

aware
were-

awareaware of how RS 2477 couldcotlldcould-
and

:

and would be used ," he said .

The questionqllestion, remainsremai s , howhow-how-

ever
howthow-

ever
¬- t\

ever , whether public easementseaeasementseasements-
in

ementsements-
inin AlaskaAIlska! will be determineddetermin d byby-

the
by-

thethe commission , the statestate , oror-

the.courts
or-

thethethe.courtsthecourts.courtscourtscourts.
'
, concluded KiKiloKitoo .

CorridorsCorrido proposed for disdis-dis-

cussion
¬.-

cussion at thtijethe hearings are asas-

follows
as-

followsfollows : : -
,

corridorfrom1I.. A coastalcoastal.ucoastalu.utilityutility.
. tili ( y corridorcorridor,

'

from Prudhoe Bay east to thethe-

Canadian
:

Canadian borderbonIer . ,
:

2 . A railroad corridor fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe Canadian border inintheintile-thethe-tiletile-, the-

vicinity
tile-

vicinityvicinity of Tok westward downdown-
the

down-
thethe Tanana Valley to Nenana ;

then through the upper KobukKQbukKQbuk-

Valley
Kobuk-

ValleyValley and terminating at a port
facilityportfacilityon the Seward PeninPenin-Penin-
sula

Penin-
sula

¬-

sula .

. 3 . A roadroadandand relatedrelated'utility
'-

utility
u- tility'-

utility
u- tility'-

utilitycarridor
'utilityutility-

corridorcorridorcarridor from the( he vicinity , ofof-

Prospect
of-

ProspectProspect Creek west through thethe-

Upper
the-

UpperUpper Kobuk Valley , splittingsplitUhgsplitUhg-
into

splitting-
intointo two forks , one terminatingterminating-
atat Kotzebue and the other onon-

the
on-

thethe Seward Peninsula .

4 . Port facilities at Port II-

Clarence
i-

ClarenceClarence and Golovin .

5 . A roadroadandand related utilityutility-
corridor

utility-
corridorcorridor from Rex to McGrathMcGrath-

toto AniakiAniakniak : then splitting in to' twotiwotwo-

corridors
tiwo-

corridorscorridors , one to Bethel and thethe-

south
the-

southsouth fork to Dillingham . .
6 . A road and related utilityutility-

corridor
utility-

corridorcorridor from AnchorageAnChorage-
through

Anchorage-
throughthrough the Lake Clark Pass toto-

Naknek
to-

NaknekNaknek and Dillingham .

7 . AAroadroad andandrelatedrelated utilityutility-
corridor

utility-
corridorcorridor from King Salmon toto-
Cook

to-
CookCook Inlet at Chenik .

8 ., A pipeline andandrelatedrelatedrelated-
utility

related-
utilityutility corridor from Pet 44-

through
4-

throughthrough Kobuk , Ruby , McGrath ,
Rainy Pass , Tyonek and endingending-
atat the West ForelandForelandonon CookCook-
Inlet

Cook-
InletInlet..

9 . A pipeline andandrelatedrelatedrelated-
utility

related-
utilityutility corridor from thethe-

Kotzebue
the-

KotzebueKotzebue vicinity to Ruby . .

10 . A pipeline andandrelatedrelatedrelated-
utility

related-
utilityutility corridor from Ruby toto-
the

to-
thethe Fairbanks vicinity .


