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Alvin J . Arnett , National Director of the Office ofof-

Economic
of-

EconomicEconomic Opportunity ,. was honored 'byby'
byuy a capacitycapacity-

audience
capacity-

audienceaudience at a banquet FridayFriJayFri jay , April 1919 , hosted byuy thethe-

Rur.i1
the-

RuralRuralRur.i1Ruri1. Alaska Community Action Program , Inc ." , at thetI'etIe'
Royal Inn inin Anchorage .

Welcoming Arnett to AlaskaAlaska-
were

Alaska-
werewere Mike HarperHarpHarprr , ExecutiveExecutive-
Director

Executive-
DirectorDirector of RurAL CAP , andand-

Greater
and-

GreaterGreater Anchorage AreaArca BorBor-Bor-

ough
Bor-

ough
¬-

ough Mayor Jack Roderick .

In his welcoming remarks ,,
Mayor Roderick voicedvQiced the tretre-tretre-

mendous
tre-

mendous
¬-

mendous need for CommunityCommunit-
yAct

Community-
ActionActionAct on agencies , a place wherewhere-
people

where-
peoplepeople in need can go andandreoandrerereore-rere-
oceive

re-

ceive
¬-

ceive help . The Mayor presentedpresented-
Arnett

presented-
ArnettArnett a largelargephotograph.photographphotograph., of thethe-

Lake
the-

LakeLake Clark pass areaarca on behalfbehalf-
of

behalf-
ofof the community .

Winding up a two-daytwoday- visitvisit-

to
visit-

toto Alaska , his first time in thethe-

State
the-

StateState , ArnettArnett'toldArnetttold'toldtold' told of how imim-imim-

pressed
im-

pressed
¬-

pressed he was by the immenimmen-immen-
sity

immen-
sity

¬-

sity of Alaska , the enormousenormous-
scenic

enormous-
scenicscenic beauty , and his recognirecogni-recogni-
tion

recogni-
tion

¬-

tion of the enormity of the prob-probprob-
lems

prob-
lems

prob-
lems

-
.

lems of communication andand-

transportation
and-

transportationtransportation in rural AlaskaAlaska-
asas well as the host of otherother-
problems

other-
problemsproblems .

Visiting Angoon in SouthSouth-South-
astern

South-
eastern

¬-

easternastern: and Nondalton in BristolBristol-
Bay

Bristol-
BayBay , plus Juneau and AnchorAnchor-Anchor-
age

Anchor-
age

¬-

age , Arnett had an opportunityopportunity-
toto view for himself , AlaskanAlaskan-
problems

Alaskan-
problemsproblems . He likened the prob-probprob-
lems

prob-
ems

prob-
lems

- '

lems(ems of rural Alaska in part to '

the problems ofofAppalachia'AppalachiaAppalachia', .
.

Arnett has his roots in a ruralrural-
county

ruralrural-

countycounty of Kentucky -- a part ofof-

the
of-

thethe depresseddepresed$ AppalachiaAppalacl a region
- and wherew"erewere" he worked in thethe-

antipoverty
the-

antipovertyanti-povertyantipoverty- program before gogo-gogo-

jng
go-

ing
¬-

ingjng to WashingtonWashingtorl , D.CDC. .

The OEO Director told of thethe-

problems
the-

problemsproblems in getting the $375375$

million dollar funding packagepackage-
toto finance a continuation of thethe-

antipoverty
the-

antipovertyanti-povertyantipoverty- programspro rams throughthrough-
Congress

through-
CongressCongress by1by ', July .

Helie was positive in his posiposi-posi-

tion
¬.-

tion that the funding , in somessome-

form
meme-

formform of orderordet , would be passed .

Arnett based his positionposition on thethe-

support'of
the-

supportsupport'ofsupportofsupport 'of the communitiescoITimunities nownow-

involved
now-

involvedinvolved in OEO funded projprof ',
'

ects , the support of'of 47 govergover-gover-
nors

¬.-

nors , including ', the strong supsup-sup-

port
¬.-

port of Gov . William Egan .

A strong list of congressmencongressmcncongressmcn-
are

congressmen-
areare working hard to get passagepassagcpassagc-

of
passage-

ofof the package in some form ,. inin-inin-

cluding
in-

cluding
¬-

cluding Alaska'sAlaskas' delegation , ArAr-ArAr-

nett
Ar-

nett
¬-

nett said .

Sen . Mike Gravel and Mrs .
'

Gravel were in attendancettendancea forfor-

part
for-

partpart of the evening .

Arnett was accompanied onon-

his
on-

hishis Alaska visit by Region XX-

OEO

X-

OEOOEO Director John HinleyF.inleyFinley. andand-

Chuck
and-

ChuckChuck Hodges ,. Alaska FieldField-

Representative
Field-

RepresentativeRepresentative for the RegionRegion-
XX office , both from Seattle .

Rural andandurbanurban problemsproblems-
cannot

problems-
cannotcannot be met bybv the same setsctsct-

of
set-

ofof answersanswcrs , stressed Arnett . HelieHe-

emphasized
lie-

emphasizedemphasized the importance ofof-

recognizing
of-

recognizingrecognizing the differences withwith-with-

in

with-

in

¬-

in the sphere ofofruralrural problemsproblems-
and

problems-
andand within the sphere of urbanurban-

problems
urban-

problemsproblems , and answering eachcachcachseteachsetsetset-

of
set-

ofof problems independently .

Of the hundreds of OEOOEO-

grantees
OEO-

granteesgrantees , he ' told the AlaskaAlaska-

group
Alaska-

groupgroup , each one is different ---

maybe having some of the samesame-

components
same-

components but individuindividu-individu-
al
components - yet ¬-

al in how each meets local needs .


