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Angoon Comes Out in Great Style

Citing indifference and neg
lect by the urban-cofitrolled leg-
islature, Angoon residents ack-
nowledged the resource mobili-
zation. capability of RurAL CAP
when a V.LP. visited their com-
munity on_ April 19. -Alvin J.
Arnett, National Director of the
Office of Economic. Opportuni-
ty. .

Mathew  Fred, Wally Frank
and ‘'other members of the IRA
and Village Council of ‘Angoon

treated Arnett with a freshly-
caught salmop while explaining
some of the pr%i‘l@ms and hassles
experienced by Angoon, a com-
munijty which was recorded in
the 70 census to have approxi-
mately 90 per cent of its people
living below- the - poverty lcvcl
reading.

Southeast Alaska Community
Action Program’s Direcyor, Reed
Stoops reported that the agency
has chosen Angoon as its model
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village in the Southeast Region
and has. thrown its’ weight be-
hind several State and Federal
programs in an attempt.to get
viable, economic. projects ‘into
the community.

Another OEO program, Com-
munity Enterprise Development
Corporation, - was represented
during the  evening by Jerry

‘Nelson, Chief Executive Officer,

of the agency.

Nelson said that CEDC is at-
tempting to fund a lodge to be
built in the community in the
near future to, help alleviate
some of the poverty.

“OEO is amidst another finan-

" cial crisis as the current autlor-
- izing legislation will expire -on

June 30 of this year and as a re-
sult, the OEO funded RurAL
CAP and its 10 develc- cor-

. porations will cease operation.

Amett brought a very opti-
mistic report llmt (onyuss is
currently looking at new legisla-
tion to fund the program be-
yond the June 30 date.

Other OEO dignitaries who
accompanied Arnett to Alaska
were John Finley, Region X Di-
rector out of Seattle and the
Alaska ~ Operations - Officer,
Charles Hodges.



