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The Road to Tuk‘

By LOIS KEATING
The Road to Tuk

April 8, 1974~I've mentioned
several times the winter ‘ice road
from “Inuvik  to Tuktoyaktuk,
on the Arctic coast and [
thought - maybe you'd like to
hear a little more about it. 5

The road is built.on the east,

branch’ of the Mackenzie: River,
on ice that is perhaps three to
four feet thick: Sometime in De-
cember of each year, somebody
with a four~whecl drive ‘vehicle

usually. attempts the trip.. Soon’

.after that, the oil companies
begin to plow out. the road,
~which at first is quite narrow
and bumpy + but by January,
when ‘it is officially open, it is
“plowed to a width of a three-
lane highway in most places.
It 'is . fairly - smooth, although
there are occasional cracks caused
by shallow water, shifting cur-
rents, and further on, by Ihe
.changing tides.

Not far from the. center of
Inuvik, we drive over the bank
and down onto the river. We go
past .the N.T.C.L. (Northern

~ Transportation Co., Ltd.) docks
and some of their huge -barges,
and than past KAPS Transport
Co., where a huge Hovercraft
is beached. Then we’re off down
the river, with Tuk at the other
end, 118 miles away.

At this: point, -there are lots
of trees along the banks, fairly
close by. About five miles out
of town, Bombadier Channel
branches off to the left — and
those wanting to go to Aklavik
travel this road, which opens
into other channels, crosses the
main branch of the Mackenzie,
into smaller channels again, and
eventually you get to Aklavik,
about 70 miles away (although
the actual direct mileage is about
35 miles).

About 20 miles past Bomba-
dier Channel, the hills begin to
get higher on the right, with
deep gullies, and several points

*of land jutting out. A few miles
further, around. one of these
points, is the deserted settlement
of Reindeer Station, which in
the 40’s and 50’s was a busy
place,  with about ‘15 reindeer

there. Whenever ‘anyone is with
us who was around. in those
days, there are always nostalgic
stories conjured up by old mem-
ories.

Past Reindeer Station, the
trees get sparser and sparser, and
eventually we come to one point
of land where you can see only a
small cluster of trees — and on
the next, none — and we have
passed the treeline and are now
truly in the Arctic.

About 10 miles further on,
some buildings can be seen in
the distance on a high point of
land straight ahead. This is
Tununuk, high on the southern
end of Richards Island. Located
here is also what is known as Bar
C, linperial Oil's staging base for
their “work in the Mackenzie
Delta: There are huge trucks go-

-ing in and out of here frequent-
ly, bringing supplies and trans-
porting equipment. ‘Here a side
road branches off to the west,
where it joins witli roads leading
“to the oil camps at Ya-Ya Lakes,
and to the new man-made islands
presently being constructed in’
the -Beaufort Sea. At the right,
just ‘past Tununuk, is Lucas
Point,- now also a staging ¢amp,
but formerly a local fishing spot.

Ten miles further are huge
tanks and buildings on an even
higher plateau, and this is Swirh-
ming Point, Gulf Oil’s main base
of operations. Swimming Point
is so named, not for the hardy
souls who venture ori icy dip in
“the Mackenzie, but it marks the
spot where, in days gone by,
thdusands of - caribou crossed

over to the mamland beyond.
Prior .to the present day crews
stationed here ;t was a favonte
fishing, spot and a good picnic
and camping site for the Native

families on_ their way up and |

down the river, ;

In :this area, we!algo got our
first  glimpses of | pingos, * the
giant frost boils tl)al appear .in
large. numbers here near the Arc-
tic Coast. These rounded: hill-
like mounds rise out of the flat
tundra’and - dot the landScape
for miles around. !

. Past  Swimming; Point, the
road branches to the left ‘and
follows .a small creek for 10
miles or so.— there'are no trees
this -far north, butihigh grasses
and low, bush still can be seen in
the winter on the low banks.

After ‘the road returns to the
rougher .ice. of the big channel,
we go past-a number of istands
until we ‘finally comg out at the

"~ mouth of the Mackenzie River.

This is always an awesome place
for me, as we can then gaze out.
on mllf‘SS and. miles  of nothing
but frozen ocean. This is Kug
mallit Bay, which is-a branch of
the Beaufort Sea (in the Arctic
Ocean system).

The road, now on thicker ice,
roughly follows the - coast, al-
though at quite a distance, po&
sibly because of tides, which
cause large cracks. On the right,
almost immediately, is Kittiga-
zuit, a time honored, and now
deserted, Eskimo. camp — and
right near here during the war
was located a large Army camp,
now dismantled, appropriately
designated by the locals, as Kitty
Camp.

A little farther on, we can see
the spot called Whitefish Sta-
tion, which is the main base for
the beluga whaling camps in the
summer.

Not far after this, we watch
our first glimpse of Tuk, about
25 ‘miles away. As we draw
closer, we can see the huge oil
tanks and the Dewline site and,
for all the world, at such a dis-
tance, they look like- high-rise
buildings in the downtown sec-
tion of a large city!

The road gets worse and worse

herders and their families living . 2 YO et closer to Tuk, as there

are now tidal currents under-
neath and lots of cracks — plus
the fact that the road here is
used repeatedly by heavy ‘gravel
trucks, hauling their loads from
Tuk up to Swimming Point, and
from there on out to the man-
made island. °

Tuktoyaktuk itself is an Eski-
mo village — now officially desig-
nated as a Hamlet, of about 600
people. It is spreadout in alarge,
fairly ‘narrow half circle, with
the Dewline site on a point at
the ‘extreme northeast edge of
town. It's a long walk from one
end of town to the other.

Much has been written about
Tuk, so | won't go into: that
here; but I'll finish up with a few
little items about the trip back
to Inuvik. One. time we went just
at sunset, and we' could literally
watch the sun go down — every
second it got visibly lower on
the horizon. 1 don’t ever remem-
ber seeing the sun set with such
rapidity before. OFf course this
far -north, it stays light for a
long pcnod of time after the ac-
tual sunset.

On 'other nlghts when the
moon has been full, or nearly

so, and the air crisp and cold,.

the - northern lights produced
such'a glorious display that they
entertained us all the way home.

On one. occasion, with the
moon full and bright, we tumed
off 'the lights and drove for a
while with just the moonlight
and the stars and the Aurora to
guide us.

It won’t be much longer be-

fore water, starts' appearing on
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‘Marquiss

President of

- Weaver Bros.

ANCHORAGE — Robert C.
“Bud” Marquiss has béen named,

" president of Weaver' Brothers,

one of Alaska’s foremost truck-
ing ‘firms. Marquiss; 55, was
named vice president-and gener-
al ' manager in 1973.

Born in Portland; Ore., he
joined Weaver: Brothcrs in 1952

. at Valdez. Five years: later Mar-.

quiss - was transfcrred 1o, Fair-
banks as terminal manager where
Kremamcd until Weaver Broth-
ers was acquired by Alaska Inter-
national- Air in|1973.

Now headquartered in An-
‘chorage,” Marquiss heads up the
company that ‘has ‘taken the iri-
dustry - lead i Alaska pipeline
construction. support. ' ;

Eight ' hundred :forty = two
truck - loads -~ were succcssfully
transported over last winter’s
[ce Road from -Fairbanks to
project points north of the Yu-
kon, and as far north.as Chan-
dalar under the: direction of his
Fairbanks staff, |

According to Neil Bergt, pres-
ident of AIA,:Marquiss brings to
Weaver Brothers, Inc. top man-
agement an_exceptional -back-
ground. in Alaskan trucking and
is one  of the most capable

trucking executives in- the indus- .

try. } g
Weaver Brothers, ‘Inc. 1974

. first quarter earnings are the lar-

gest- of the .27-year history of
the company. Much of this is at-
tributable to Marquiss’ leader-
ship said Bergt.

top of the road — and the cracks
will become more prominent —
and sometime around the end of

April, the road will be closed to-

all traffic. And soon after that,
the road, like Cinderella’s coach,
will turn back, not into a pump-
kin, but into liquid and it will
become a river again. And then
for the next eight months, the
only way to get to Tuk, will be
by air, or by boat during the
summer.

CITY DOCK

Approval ot a$241,000 grant
to help stimulate long-range
economic growth and create new

jobs of Haida Indians at Hyda-

burg; Alaska, was announced
today by William W. Blunt, Jr.,
Assistant Secretary of Commerce
for Economic Development.

The City  of Hydaburg ap-
plied for the grant from the
Economic Development Admini-
stration, U.S. Department of
Commerce.

The funds will be used to
help-develop the city dock.

tlydaburg  officials say the

- project will enable a cold-storage

fish facility to expand operations
and add 29 employees to a pre-
sent work force of 8. In
addition, they add, the expanded
facility: will help strengthen the
markgt  for local and nearby
fishing fleets.

(il

Vogler: Small High Schools—

New Party Candldate

Small. high schools in Native
villages would be a priority item
if he were to be elected.governor
of 'Alaska, Joe Vogler, 61, said
Monday night in Fairbanks.
ultimate

form . dedicated ' to

+ independence for Alaska and has

spear-headed  an_independence
drive over the past year.

Running. for Lt. Governor
with Vogler is Wayne:M. Peppler,
also of Fairbanks.

Vogler said at a meeting, in

the basement of the Chamber of
Commerce- building that a pdor
educational ‘system in America
today is at the core of the
country's troubles.

 “If something is not done,
this country . is-inserious dan-
ger,” said " the candidate who
still needs 1,000 signitures . of
qualified voters to get on the
November ballot as the candi-

‘date. of .a new Alaska Indepen-

dence Party.

Vogler - deplored his - *“glass-
covered” central school buildings
i -use -today and called for a
return’ of the *little red school
house.” He said the state has
failed to meet its constitutional
obligation  to provide high
schools for the villages.-

If elected, Vogler said, *‘l
think we can do a better job
than the Bureau  of Indian
Affairs has ever ‘done (in edu-
cation.). I don’t like the idea of
children shipped off to some
distant school.”

‘The candidate, a lawyer who
never practiced, - said that if

Water Sstem
For Village
Of Craig

Approval of a $446,000 grant
to help enlarge the water system
and - stimulate long-range eco-
nomic growth at Craig, Alaska,

was announced recently by Wil--

liam W. Blunt, Jr., assistant sec-
retary of commerce for Econom-
ic Development.

The City of Craig, an Indian
community, applied for the
funds from the Economic Devel-
opment ~Administration, U.S.
Department of Commerce.

Craig officials said the project
will help assure controiled growth
of the fishing and lumbering
industries in the area. It also
will provide water for new hous-
ing planned for the community
and increased fire protection.

Craig is enlarging the water
system in connection with the
community’s over-all economic
development program, which is
aimed at creating new jobs and
increasing incomes.

The EDA grant will mect the
total cost of the project — re-
construction of the intake sys-
tem and construction of a trans-
mission line,. pumping’ station
and storage tank.

-

Native Olymplcs gt

(Continued from Page 1)

is a_possibility of turning it into
a potlatch rather than a picnic,
but there will of course be some
tmdmonal Fourth  of-
July games,” Anderson said.

In addition, the committee is
soliciting applications for booths
for Native arts and crafts at the
University’s  Patty Gymnasium
during the games.

Persons “interested in setting
up booths should contact Olym-
pics Committee. member Jim
Savok at 452-1951, extension
127, or evenings at 452-1068.

The next meeting of the
Olympics Committee is set for

tonight at 7:30 p.m: at Careage

North, 1949 Gillam Way, Fair-
bunks., Any person wishing to
work  with the ¢ommittee is’

welcome. to attend, Anderson
said.

With - the program _for the
Olympics still in the final plan-
ning stages, suggestions for new
games at- this year's event are
being accepted by the committee
- Anderson said new game ideas
should be discussed with Roger
Kunayak,  Jerry. Woods, Ray
Titus or Jim Savok, all of whom
will be working on games for the
1974 Olympics.

- be gramcd ‘outright
Vogler, is running on a plat- .

" boarding

Alaska achieves und_cpcndcnce,
he sees no reason’ why all the’
provisions. of th¢- Native Land
Claims:Settlemerit Act could not

Natives ““instead of waiting 17
years.” :
He also 'said - that Natives,

nor anyone -¢lsei in the state,
should have to pay taxes on their
property. I don’t believe a

~'man should be taxed on land he

has accumulated,” he said.
Vogler would reduce the tix
burden of the people” of Alaska
by the use of a severence tax
upon all natural resources.
Concerning his  campaign,
Vogler szid it won't be a big
and cxpensm one, but'it will be
“noisey.”” Several people made
cash and’ check contributions at
Mondays meeting. *

The: candidate * said. he will -

look into. the:  possibility - of

speaking at -a meeting to be

held in Eskimo Village in Fair-
banks, ‘said to be the fourth
largest Eskimo settiement in the
state, and will also try to get to
other Native villages if tX)’K‘IlSCS
permit. k

o e @
Virginia Dows . . .
(Continued from Page ?)

ordinator, students and boarding
home parents too found in Dows
a- sympathetic ear, = ‘a person
always willing to listen to their
problems and then try to come
up with an appropriate solution.
At the core of the plans for

potlatch are about 20
home  students at
Lathrop Hlgh School. = “They
are very involved in this,” Drake
said.

the

“They are planning a clothe ~

dance — traditional at potiatches
in the Nenana area . .. and they
will also pass out small gifts,”
she said. )

In addition, the students have
written home. to their parents
for help and have promises of
muktuk  from Wainwright,
reindeer meat from Nome, fish

from Shaktuluk and ptarmigan

and caribou meat from Anak-
tuvuk Pass.

Those planning to attend are
also being asked to bring along
a salad or a dessert. ‘The rest
of the meal will be provided.

Demonrstration . .
(Continued from Page.1)

be rejected 5) BLM be requested

to hire Native guards and 6) have

the BLM notify the Native appli-

cant when his application is pro-

cessed.

Julic Gibbons, head of the
judication of lands department
in Anchorage BLM office which
handles the Glennallen area, said
she was not aware ‘of the pro-
test. -John Shively, AFN execu-
tive vice president of lands, at-
terided the protest.

AL WRIGHT'S

AIR SERVICE

—registered guide service
—charter service
—Alaska & Canada
~single & multi-engine

~Floats—Wheels—Skis—

WRITE OR CALL
ALWRIGHT, Box 3142
5 Mi. Airport Way—456-5502
« Residence-Fairbanks-479-6393 - |/

The Sitnasuak Native Corporation
is accepting. applications for Land
Planner. Has the responsibility to
oversee final land selection and devise
plans for the. use of the corporation
lands. Salary begins at. $13,400.
Send resume to Sitnasuak Native
Corparation; Box 905; Nome, Alaska
99762. Closing’ date is May 17,
1974.
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