
hodel seeks new
ideas for federal
indian programs

secretary of the interior donald
hodel told congress recently that
longstandinglong standing problems plaguing
federal efforts to serve indian tritribesbes
will continue until the tribes the con-
gress and the administration make a
unified effort to find new ways to
work together toward our common
goal to create a framework within
which american indians can improve
the quality of their lives

in testimony prepared for the sub-
committee on interior and related
agencies of the house appropriations
committee hodel said past policies
are not necessarily working

we believe with bold creative ap-
proachesproaches perhaps we could devilodevclodevelop
proposals which work hodel saitsaid

he appeared at the hearing with
ross swimmer assistant secretary for
indian affairs who said that fun-
damentaldamental changes are needed to fulfilfulfill
the proclaimed federal policy of self
determination for indian tribes

it is time to give the tribes the
responsibilityres they seek swimmeronsibili7saidsais he eapexpexplainedacnedained that the concept of
a paternalistic federal agency will
clash with the concept of self
determination and freedom and he
added that this is not an issue of reduc-
ing financial support

the BIA is expected to address
almost every social and economic ill
known to mankind throughapprox
imatelyirately 100 discreet programs
swimmer noted


