NATIVE LEADERS SEE HE/
PREVUE OF THINGS TO (

The initial land claims The bill in guestion is the out by the Govemor Walter
heanngs passed into history S. 2906, the latest of the J. Hickel’'s Land Claims
last Saturday at 9:40 a.m., series of land bills. It is a Task Force, the State, and
the third day of the three—day compromise bill hanmered (Continued on page 4)
hearing, at the Sidney
L.aurence Auditornium in
Anchorage.

They were chaired by Sen.

Henry M. Jacksom of the
State of Washington and Sen.
Lee Metcalf of Moniana, the
later filling in for Sen.
Jackson for a day and a half
because of Jackson’s comm-
itment at the White House
that delayed his trip.

The Committee on [nterior
and Insular AfTairs members
attending were rounded out
by Sen. Emest Gruening of
Alaska and Sen. Panl Famnin
of Arizona. Sen. Jackson is
the chaiman of the committee.




Leaders See Land Hearing as Prevue...

(Continued from Page 1) -

the Department of the
Intenor.

It was intraduced by Sen.
Gruening on February 1 by
request before the Committee
on Interior and Insular Af fairs.

Immediately after the land
hearing, Land Claims Task
Force members met in
Anchorage and expressed that
work was just beginning.

“This is a milestone but
it’s just the beginning,”
Barry Jackson, one of the
land claims attomeys told
the group. ““Task Force job
is not over. It has just begun
but things are molling.”

There was also an air of
uwrgency that support on
behalf of the native people
and the bill was needed to be
organized; that ways be found
to raise money to fmance
services like lobbying in
Washington, D. C. and public

relations.

“l strongly urge that vou
get professional help along
these Ilines,”” Fred Paul,
claims attormey from Seattle
said. ‘“The more professional
help we have, the better. I'm
an old hand in trying to raise
funds among the Indians anxd
if you don’t get professional
help, vou won’t raise 25
m““.l‘l

It was generally ngreed that
a budget of about $100,000
would be needed to movide
adequate mean s of assistance
toward the passage of the bill.

The Anchorage land hearing
had a general effect ﬂ‘:
cautious optimism
native leaders as weli as
awareness of the opposition
that can develop.

Emil Notti, president of the
Alaska Federation of Natives
made the following statement:

‘] think the Senators
that something has to be
as soon as possible. These

“The earliest we can ex-
pect to see a bill -
I would think,
months to a year. Realistic-
ally, 1 don't expect action
on it possibly in three vears
“The time for the native
people to make a determined
stand on our land is here.
There has been no greater
need for unified effort on the

be six

part of the native people. The
longer we wait to solve the
problem, the tougher it's
gomg o be.

“} think we can expect
opposition to come from
sportsmen’s groups, mining
EToups and conservation
groups. | think they’ll oppose
the granting of land o the
natives.”’

“Opposition heard at the
hearings is an indication of
what we can ewpect. | think
the oppesition will become
more refined and it has to be
offset by letting the public
know that a fair settlement
for the native people will
benefit every citizen in
Alaska and will mark the
beginning of true develop-
ment in rural Alaska.’™

Testimonies at the hearings
- were predominantly and heavily

who qiposed the
proposed land legislation
and these were geologists
and a representative of the
Alaska Miners’ Association
George A. Moerlein.
Moerlein made the following
plea to the Senate committiee:
“...We urge you to do your
utmost to quickly legislate
ainst these native land
aims and to prevent them
from recurring again in the
future...”’

Sen. Metcalf, who was

Holdsworth’s remarks were ;
contrary to the position of the ‘““The price of this legis-
M‘I.E}::Td SRR lation is the offer of 40
! SWO e natives million acres to :
a tremendous service and s
‘re . really disappo :

land located?
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