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Leaders in northern coastal communitiescommunltle ., arc.tretreare. reactingre.tctmgretctmgre.tctmg-
with

reacting-
with

.
withwith"cautious"cautiouscautious" cooperation " to proposed state.tatetate. and.lndlnd. federaltederIItederII-
offshore

federal-
offshore

,

offshore lease sales which could resultrcsult in oilall and.111\1.1111.1111111.\ gasga dede-dede-

velopment
de-

velopment
¬-

velopment , while the first of those , the Beaufort SeaSt.1St1.'. sale,ak ,.

could be postponed ,, due to imcomoleteIIncompleteincomplete preparation
Both the state and fedefede-fede-

ral
fede-

ral

¬-

ral government have propospropos-propos-
ed

propos-
ed

¬-

ed separate five-yearfiveyear- offoff-off-
shore

off-offoff-
shore

¬-

shore leasing schedulesscheduleschedules-
Lease

.,
Lease sales , which requirercqlllrercqlllre-
up

require-
upup to 2/222Yl21/221!// years of priorprior-
study

prior-
studystudy , will behe held jointlyJOInjointly-
where

tlytly-

wherewhere possible .

Native leaders from Ko-KoKo-

diak
Ko-

dIak
Ko-

diak
-

diak , Kotzebue , Bristol Bay ,

Nome , and Barrow testifiedtetestified-
in

tifiedtified-
inin person and via the teletele-tele-

conference
tele-

conference
¬-

conference network lastlast-
week

last-
weekweek during meetings inin-

Juneau
in-

JuneauJuneau on the federal outerouter-
continent

outer-
continentalcontinentajcontinentalcontinentcontinentalshelfshelf ( OC'SOCS' )

lease plan and the BeaufortBeaufort-
sale

Beaufort-
salesale set for DecemberDecember-

Wi'tnesses
December-

WItnesses
December-

WitnessesWi'tnessesWitnesses
'

from the bushbush-
expressed

bush-
expressedexpressedexpressedconcernsconcerns forfor-
timely

for-
timelytimely planning , the preserpreser-preser-
vatIOn

preser-
vation

¬-

vation of subsistenceSli bsisttnce: lifehlife-lifelife-

style
fe-fefe-

tyle
¬-

styletyle and culture ,. and strictstrict-
safety

trlcttrlct-
afetysafety\afetyafety\afetytandarhstandards\tandarhtandarh\ (..

"AA" lease sajksale4 ? doesdoe ,> not

.

signal the beginningbeglllnll1 otof thethe-

end
the-

endend ,
" said KotzebueKotzebul' mayorIllJYorIllJYor-

Royal
mayor-

RoyalRoyal HarrislIarrislarrisi , during a statestate-state-
wide

tate-tatetate-
wide

¬-

wide "towntown" meeting " teletek-tektele-teletek-

conference
tele-

conference
¬-

conference on proposedpropost'dpropostdpropost'd-
OCS

propose-
dO'S

.'
OCSO'SOS( ' leasing "WeWe"WcWc" wantwant-
technology

want-
technologytechnology compatiblecomp tlOll' withwith-
our

with-
ourour subsistencesub <; i <; tence lifestyleII fc ,> ty Ie ".

"OC'SOCS"OC5OC5"OCS" ' isi orderly developdevelop-develop-
m

develop-
ment

¬-

mentm n t andandcancan beoehe moremo re soso-

if
'>00-

IifI f the entireen lire region isI '> in111-111in-in11-

1volved
in-

volved
¬-

volved in111 discussiondl <; clIssion'JclIssionJclIssion'Jald,
'"' said\aldaldsaid-

Dennis
\ald-

DennisDennis Tiepelman of Maun-MaunMaun-
eluk

Maun-
e1l1k

Maun-
eluk

-

eluke1l1k Non-ProfitNonProfitNon-PronPron-- 1 NativeNat ivL' CorCor-Cor-

poratIOn
Cor-

poration
¬-

poration
porationBut

But othersolhcrother. were moremore-
wary

more-
warywary otof offshoreolf <;hore leasingIca tng .

During a teleconferenceteleconference-
pre

teleconference-
presspresspre ,> interview1I1tcrvlew withwIthJOVdov( JOVJO-
VJay

! ovov-

JayJayJaylammondHammond/lammondlammondIlanunondI/IlanunondIreporter,. repoiterrepolterreporter SueSucSuc-

Uoyle
Sue-

BoyleBoyleUoyle ol01of Nome saidsand'> .tldtld. the U-Ull-llU-

nulakleet
U-

nalakleet
ll-

nalakleet
-

nulakleetnalakleet Native ( orpora-orporaorpora-
tion

orpora-
11

orpora-
tion

-

tion11( 11> wanted to know whichwlllehwhich-

See

which-

See( SeeSf\SfSfBEAUFORT'\' HKAUFORTBEAUFORTIiFAIFORT( , Page' 8)8H )

,
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had a higher priority - oiloil-

development
oil-

developmentdevelopment or subsistence .

"II" hope it doesn'tdoesnt' comecome-

down
come-

downdown to either-orjeitherorjeither-ortorteither-ororeitherortreplied-- , " repliedreplied-
Hammond

replied-
HammondHammond , "butbut" if it does ,

oil development shouldn'tshouldntshouldn't-
take

shouldn't-
take

'
take ."place J}J-

"Our"OurOur" concerns are notnot-

being
not-

beingbeing given deserved concon-con-

sideration
con-

sideration
¬-

sideration ," said Frank Pat-PatPat-

tersort
Pat-

'tenon
Pat-

erson
- ,"

tersort'tenontenon'erson ofofof-theofthe'- the'the' Kodiak NativeNative-
Association

'

AssociationASso iation during the OCSOCS-

town
OCS-

towntown meeting . He was resres-res-

ponding
res-

ponding
¬-

ponding to a possible leaselease-

sale
lease-

salesale in Shelikof Straits .

"GivenGiven" the demographicsdemographics-
ofof Kodiak , it'sits' unrealisticunrealistic-
toto think any impact willwill-

not
will-

notnot affect the whole isis-isis-

land
is-

land

¬-

land . " Patterson suggestedsuggested-
that

suggested-
thatthat no sales be allowedallowed-
until

allowed-
untiluntil complete assessmentassessment-
ofof how oil and gas developdevelop-develop-
ment

develop-
ment

¬-

ment will affect coastalcoastal-
towns

coastal-
townstowns .

While those kinds ofof-

studies
of-

studiesstudies are already requiredrequired-
by

required-
byby law , government decideci-deci-

sions
deci-

sions

¬-

sions do not have to abideabide-

by
abide-

byby the conclusions . And ,

there is fear that once oiloil-

companies
oil-

companiescompanies purchase a leaselease-

it
lease-

itit is impossible to halt thethe-

momentum
the-

momentummomentum towards devedeve-deve-

lopment
deve-

lopment
¬-

lopment if exploration propro-pro-

ves
pro-

ves
¬-

ves encouraging .,

"IndustryIndustry" takes a posiposi-posi-

tion
posi-

tion
¬-

tion once it has leases andand-

we
and-

wewe lose the ability to rere-rere-

strict
re-

strict
¬-

strict certain activities ,,""
said Don ClocksinOocksin , chiefchief-
council

chief-
councilcouncil for the Alaska Le-LeLe-

1

le-
gal

Le-

gal
-

gal1 Services , which reprerepre-repre-

sents
repre-

sents
¬-

sents Barrow , Kaktovik , andand-

Nuiqust
and-

NuiqustNuiqust in oil and gas matmat-mat-

ters
mat-

ters
¬-

ters ... .

Clocksin testified duringdUring-

aa day-longdaylong- hearing beforebefore-
the

before-
thethe House Resources andand-

Finance
and-

FinanceFinance committees on thethe-

December
the-

DecemberDecember Beaufort SeaSea-

sale
Sea-

salesale , the first such lease salesale-

in
sale-

inin six years .

While the proposed leaselease-

sale
lease-

salesale is just 8V48/z8z8 %'/ months awayaway ,

the state still has majormajor-
hurdles

major-
hurdleshurdles to overcomeoverqmeovercpme) beforebefore-
itit can proceed , and severalseveral-

witnesses
several-

witnesseswitnesses recommend thatthat-

legislators
that-

legislatorslegislators postpone thethe-

sale
the-

salesale .

-

"II" do not expect thethe-

lease
the-

leaselease sale will be conducconduc-conduc-
ted

conduc-
ted

¬-

ted as planned ,,"" testifiedtestified-
Eben

testified-
EbenEben Hopson , North SlopeSlope-

Borough
Slope-

BoroughBorough mayor . "WeWe" looklook-

for
look-

forfor it to be put off , or atat-

least
at-

leastleast greatly modified . TheThe-

North
The-

NorthNorth Slope tiorougft'pldlicytiorougftpldlicyBItBroug1't't5orougllfblicyorougllfblicy-
toward

roug1't't5roug1tt5' ' ( licylicy-

towardtoward the sale has beenbeen-

oneone of cautiouscautiouscQoperation
,
cooperationcooperation'-

aimedaimed'aimed' ed at insuringinsuiriiinsuringadequate! adequateI-I!-Iequadequate-
protection

equ tete-

protectionprotection ofofourburourour subsistensubsisten-subsisten-
ce

subsisten-
ce

¬-

ce hunting and fishing habihabi-habi-

tat
habi-

tat
¬-

tat and resources ."
During both the OCS andand-

Beaufort
and-

BeaufortBeaufort hearings HopsenHopsen-
warned

Hopsen-
warnedwarned of the danger of iceice-

floes
ice-

floesfloes , the lack of technotechno-technol-
ogy

technol-
ogy

-¬

logy available for offshoreoffshore-
Arctic

offshore-
ArcticArctic development , and ofof-

the
of-

thethe potential damage to seasea-

mammals
sea-

mammalsmammals , particularly thethe-

bowhead
the-

bowheadbowhead whale .

He advocated explorationexploration-
onshore

exploration-
onshoreonshore and in water withwith-with-

in
with-

in

¬-

in the Barrier Islands offoff-
the

off-
thethe Arctic coast . HopsenHopsen-
says

Hopsen-
sayssays he has Hammond'sHammondsHammond's-
consent

Hammond's-
consent

'
consent on the latter point .

Nathaniel Olemaun Jr . ,

Barrow city mayor , echoedechoed-
Hopsen's

echoed-
Hopsen'sHopsen'sHopsens' objections . "IfIf" thethe-

cost
the-

costcost of economic progress isis-

extinguishment
is-

extinguishmentextinguishment of our culcul-culcul-

tural
cul-

tural
¬-

tural heritage then the salesale-

must
sale-

mustmust be delayed ,,"" OlemaunOlemaun-
said

Olemaun-
saidsaid during theth towntoWntoWnmeetmeetmeet-meet-
ing

meet-
ing

¬-
ing .

But both mayors qualiquali-quali-

fied
quali-

fied
¬-

fied their reservations .

"WeWe" are not-notnotopposed-. opposed toto-

extraction
to-

extractionextraction ofofresourcesresources ,"
said Olemaun .

"II" don'tdont' think opposiopposi-opposi-
tion

opposi-
tion

¬-

tion to exploratione- 'ploratione- ploration( ' in thethe-

Beaufort
the-

BeaufortBeaufort means we'rewere' opop-opop-

posed
op-

posed
¬-

posed to all offshoreoff ore exex-exex-

ploration
ex-

ploration
¬-

ploration ,,"" testified Hop-HopHop-

sen
Hop-

sen

Hop-

sen
--

sen . "IfIf" we could minimizeminimize-
the

minimize-
thethethe chance of a blowoutblowout-
to

'

to zero I don'tdont' think you'dyoudyou'd-
see

you'd-
see

'

see North Slope people withwith-

too
with-

tootoo muchmuchobjectionobjection ..""
Kay Brown , aa-aaresearch"- researchresearch-

analyst
research-

analystanalyst with the LegislativeLegislative-
R

Legislative-
ResearchResearchR search Division , pointedpointed-
out

pointed-
outout the formidablefonnidable hoopshoops-

throu&h

hoops-

throughthroughthrou&hthrouhthrou&hwhich& which the statestate-
must

state-
mustmust jump before the BeauBeau-Beau-
fort

Beau-
fort

¬-

fort sale can take place .

Leasing forms and regularegula-¬-

-

tions must be adopted ; concon-con-

servation
con-

servation
¬-

servation statutes must bebe-

revised
be-

revisedrevised ; an economic analyanaly-analy-

sis
analy-

sis

¬-

sis pf bidding alternativesalternatives-
needs

alternatives-
needsneeds to be developed ; aa-

federalstate
a-

federalstatefederal-statefederalstate--- dispute overover-

ownership
over-

ownershipownership of about 18 perper-

cent
per-

centcent of the proposed leaselease-

area
lease-

areaarea must be resolved in thethe-

Supreme
the-

SupremeSupreme Court ; and an enen-enen-

vironmental
en-

vironmental
¬-

vironmental impact statestate-state-

ment
state-

ment
¬-

ment has totfbtfbuihito'betobe( '
beMpreJpareduihireduihijire red .

"TheThe" tardiness shown isis-

indicative
is-

indicativeindicative of the way itit-

the
it-

the( the lease sale process ) hashas-

proceeded
has-

proceededproceeded ,,"" Brown told thethe-

joint
the-

jointjoint committee meeting .

And , she said there is aa-

"strong
a-

"strong"strongstrong" possibility" thatthat-
the

that-
thethe sale could be challengchalleng-challeng-
ed

¬-

ed over the issue of detridetri-detri-

ment
detri-

ment
¬-

ment to the bowhead whalewhale-

an
whale-

anan endangered species .

A recommendation byby-

the
by-

thethe National Marine FisherFisher-Fisher-
ies

Fisher-
ies

¬-

ies Service NMFS((NMFS ) on whewhe-whe-

ther
whe-

ther
¬-

ther the sale would jeojeo-jeo-
pardize

jeo-
pardize

-¬

pardize the bowhead whalewhale-

or
whale-

oror its habitat is expectedexpected-
late

expected-
latelate this summer , accordingaccording-
toto a time line prepared byby-

Brown
by-

BrownBrown .

But Bob Le Resche , comcom-com-

missioner
com-

missioner
¬-

missioner of the DepartDepart-Depart-
ment

Depart-
ment

¬-

ment of Natural Resources ,

saidsjd.PHrngdPHrng,. duringdtrjng}; the tqwntown meetmeet-meet-
ing

meet-
ing

¬-

ing hehe was "convincedconvinced" wewe-

can
we-

cancan do it safely ."
He came to the jointjoint-

House
joint-

HouseHouse meeting with a Beau-BeauBeau-

fort
Beau-

fort
Beau-

fort
-

fort preparation scheduleschedule-
which

schedule-
whichwhich had been put on papa-papa-

per
pa-

per
¬- \."per just prior to the hearing .

The plan did not includeinclude-
consideration

include-
considerationconsideration of NMFSNMFS-

fmeJings
NMFS-

findingsfindingsfmeJings . )
"IfIf" we follow this timetime-

line
time-

lineline we can have the salesale-

with
sale-

withwith all responsible analysisanalysis-
having

analysis-
havinghaving been done in aa-

timely
a-

timelytimely manner ," Le RescheResche-

said
Resche-

saidsaid .

Copies of the draft enen-enen-

vironmental
en-

vironmental
¬-

vironmental impact statestate-state-

m
state-

ment
¬-

mentm nt will be delivered toto-

Fairbanks
to-

FairbanksFairbanks , Barrow , KaktoKakto-Kakto-
vik

Kakto-
vik

-¬-

vik , and Nuiqust this weekweek-

and
week-

andand hearings on the findingsfindings-
ofof the initial assessmentassessment-
will

assessment-
willwill be held in those comcom-com-

munities
com-

munities
¬-

munities in May and June .


