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If Settlement Delayed
By THOMAS RICHARDS , JR...

Washington CorrespondentCorrespondent-

WASHINGTON

Correspondent-

WASHINGTONWASHINGTON , D.CThe-
most

D.C-TheD.CTheD.CDCTheD.CThe-
most

. .-
most sensitive issue facing ' thethe-
Ho

the-
HouseSenateHouse-Senate4HouseSenate4House-SenateSenateHo se-8enatese8enate--- ' Conference ComCom-Com-

ttee
Com-

mittee
¬-

mitteettee on ' Alaska Native LandLand-
Claims

Land-
ClaimsClaims legislation ' this week hashas-
undoubtably

has-
undoubtablyundoubtably been that of decideci-deci-
ding

deci-
ding

¬-

ding, ding which
,

procedure will'Will' bebe-
used

be-
usedused by natives for landlandselecselecselec-selec-
tion

selec-
tion

¬-

tion .
The , Alaska Federation of Na-NaNa-

tives
Na ¬.-

tives isis firm on two points concon-con-
cerning

¬.-

cerning selection . '

- ,
I

First , the Natives state ,, theythey-
should

they-
shouldshould have prior selection rightsrights-
over

rights-
overover the State of Alaska to 4040-
million

40-
millionmillion acres of land .

Secondly , the AFN says NaNa-Na-
tives

Na-
tives

¬-

tives should have free-floatingfreefloatingfreefloating-
selection

freefloating-
selection

-

selection '" rights to 10 million-
'acres

million-
acres

million
acres'acres' of land throughout Alaska..

AFN lobbyists have enumeraenumera-enumera-
ted

enumera-
ted

¬-

ted to the confereesconfere s its ar-arar-
guements

arar-
guements

-.
guements against the house dede-de¬-

layed selection provision ._
In a position paper , the AFNAFN-

itemized
AFN-

itemizeditemized the following disadvan ¬.

tagtages=;
- Because of the delayeddelayedselecselecselec-selec-
tion

selec-
tion

¬-
tion ,. a finaltnal .settlementsettlement.,

settlement wouldwould-
not

would-
notnot come about until 12 yearsyears-
after

years-
afterafter enactment of the legislalegisla-legisla-
tion

legisla-
tion

¬-

tion . This delay could intensify-
racial

intensifyintensify-
racialracial strataficationstrataflcation .currentlycurrently.,currentlycurrently-

Continued

.currently-
Continued

currently-
Continued(( Continued on page 4)4)
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SUPERMARKETSUPERMAFKETSUPERMA KET STOPSTOP-AliceSTOPAlice--Alice UpicksounUplcksoun , wife of the PresidentPresident-
ofof the ASNA makes a quick stop at Shontz'sShontzs' the local BarrowBarrow-
general

Barrow-
generalgeneral store . PricesPnces of shipping merchandise north make villagevillage-

markets
village-

marketsmarkets some of the most expensive in the United States andand-
the

and-
thethe living cost in Barrow is astronomical ..

Photo by MADELYNMADEL YN SHULMAN
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ASNA HEADHEAD-ArcticHEADArctic--Arctic Slope Native AssociationASSociatIon-
President

Association-
PresidentPresident Joseph UpicksounUplcksoun outlinedoutlmed numerousnumerous-
grounds

numerous-
groundsgrounds on which his organization basedbas d theirtheir-
petition

their-
petitionpetition for first class borough status on the
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AGENCY HEADHEAD-ByronHEADByron--Byron Mallott , TlmgitTlln9itTlingit directordirector-
ofof the Local Affairs Agency traveled with thethe-
Local

the-
LocalLocal Boundary Commission on a round of hear-hear-

North Slope . Commissioners ( from leIe t ) BobBob-
Korn

Bob-
KornKorn and Gary Ackerman and Asst.. AttorneyAttorney-
General

Attorney-
GeneralGeneral John Schlanger listen .

ingslOgs across the state last week . In sixSl)( days thethe-
Commission

the-
CommissionCommission held boundary hearingshear lOgs in moremore-
than

more-
thanthan a half a dozen communities .

--

Racial Tension Feared . .
( Continued from page 1)1))

re-surfacingresurfacingre-surfacmgsurfacmgresurfacmgmresurfacingin- inm Alaska .

- The North Slope law suitSUi-

twould

suit-

wouldwould be unresolved until selecselec-selec-

tions

selec-

tions

¬-

tions are completed and numenume-nume-
rous

nume-
rous

¬-

rous other law suits may appear .

- Resistance from Native vilvil-vilvil-

lages

vil-

lages

¬-

lages to interimmterim state selectionsselections-
which

selections-
which( which they will view as anan-

mfnngement
an-

infringementinfringementmfnngement on their rightfulnghtfulnghtful-
claims

rightful-
claimsclaims ) would seriouslyserIousl )' impedeImpede-
the

impede-
thethe land selection process of thethe-
state

the-
statestate .

-- A social catastrophy , a bitterbitter-
spht

bitter-
splitsplitspht between Natives and non-nonnon-
Natives

non-
NatIves

non-
Natives

-

Natives , couldcouldresultresult from meamea-mea-
sures

mea-
sures

¬-

sures taken, by Natives to meetmeet-
the

meet-
thethe challenge to their land-alandalandac-
hallenge

landac-
hallenge

-
challenge created by the delayeddelayed-
selection

delayed-
selectionselection .

- The land freeze would conticontI-contI-
nue

conti-
nue

¬-

nue . In order to protect theirtheir-
delayed

their-
delayeddelayed electionselectionselect.lonselectlon rights , thethe-
Natives

the-
NativesNativesNativesould'askfouldwould",ould'askouldask

.'

ask the SecretarySecretary-
ofof the Interior and the Land-UseLandUseLandUse-
Plannmg

LandUse-
Planning

-

PlanningPlannmg Commission ( to be crecre-crecre-
ated

cre-
ated

¬-

ated upon enactment of the bill )
to withdraw large landlandareasareas inmm-
the

in-
thethe state .

- The false sense ofofincentiveincentivemcentlvemcentlve-
and

incentive-
andand urgency land((landlandrushrush psychopsycho-psycho-
logy

psycho-
logy

¬-

logy) would be imparted on thethe-
state

the-
statestate , resultingresultmg inm unwise andand-
excesSIve

and-
excessiveexcessive selections .

- Chances for the state to rere-rere-
ceive

re-
ceive

¬-

ceive an extension ofofItSits landland-
selectIOn

land-
selectionselection period would be serisen-senseri-sen-
ously

seri-
ously

¬-

ously jeopardized .

Native leaders and their- concon-con-
stituents

con-
stituents

¬-

stituents would be severely disdis-disdis-
illusioned

dis-
illusioned

¬-

illusioned by the failure toto-
achieve

to-
achieveachieve the minimum adequateadequate-
settlement

adequate-
settlementsettlement .. This disillusiondisillusion-disillusion-
ment

disillusion-
ment

¬-

ment , resulting from the sale ofof-
the

of-
thethe Natives birthright for anan-
actual

an-
actualactual 18l8 million acre settlement ,

wouldwouldadverselyadversely affect post-postpost-
settlement

post-
settlement

post-
settlement

-

settlement Native self Sufficiensufficien-sufficien-
cy

sufficien-
cy

¬-

cy .

- Substantial deprivation of thethe-
right

the-
rightright of Natives to select ecoeco-eco-
nomically

eco-
nomically

-¬

nomically valuable land wouldwould-
occur

would-
occuroccur . After selecting lessloss thanthan-
half

than-
halfhalf of their entitlement , NajivesNativesNatives-
would

Natives-
wouldwould watch the state , selectselect-
acreage

select-
acreageacreage with the greate'stgreatestgre.JtgreJt. ' st ecoeco-eco-
nomic

eco-
nomic

-¬-

nomic potential , whichwtchwtch wouldwould-
leave

would-
leaveleave the greater portion of theirtheir-
selections

their-
selectionsselections to be made from thethe-
poorest

the-
poorestpoorest land in AlaskaAJaska..

Since the senators and reprerepre-repre-
sentatives

repre-
sentatives

¬-

sentatives assigned to the concon-con-
ference

¬.-
ference committee are not comcorncom-com-
menting

¬.-
menting publicly

'-

on
o- n.'

on the propro-pro-
bable

pro-
bable

-¬

bable outcomeoatcome of their deliberadelibera-delibera-
tions

delibera-
tions

¬-

tions ,, it is difficult to gaugegauge-

the
gauge-

thethe effectiveness of thetI-IetIIe- AFN'sAFNsAFN's-
opposition

AFN's-
opposition

'
opposition to the split selectionselection-
provision

selection-
provisionprovision .

Rep . Wayne Aspinall (D-DD-
Colo

D-
Colo

D .:-
Colo . ), chairman of the HouseHouse-
InteriOr

House-
InteriorInterior Committee , is acting asas-
chairman

as-
chairmanchairman of the conference ._

After the painful period hishis-
committee

his-
committeecommittee , experienced in devedeve-deve-

loping
deve-

loping

¬-

loping the house billbilI , he maymay-
not

may-
notnot be very eager to compromisecompromise-
onon the selection issue .

The AFN , into light of thethe-
tremendous

the-
tremendoustremendous lobbyinglobbymg successessuccesses-
accomplished

successes-
accomplishedaccomplished by native leadersleadeleaders-
in

rsrs-

Inin bringingbrmging the land claims issueissue-
before

issue-
beforebefore Congress , should not bebe-
underestimated

be-
underestimatedunderestimated . \,

One option that willwi1l alwaysalways-
bebe open , and one received withwith-
mlOtmal

with-
minimalminimalmlOtmal enthusiasm inm WashingWashmg-WashmgWashing-Washmg-
ton

Washing-
ton

¬-

ton , is for the AFN to ask forfor-
the

for-
thethe legislation to be killed .

AFN President Don WrightWnghtWnght-
reports

Wright-
reportsreports that President Nixon hashas-
agreed

has-
agreedagreed to veto the billbl]) if thethe-
Natives

the-
NativesNatives findfindItit unacceptable .

The AFN convention willw l reconrecon-recon-
vene

¬.-

vene to review the bill nextnext-
month

next-
monthmonth .

There is also the possibilitypossibility-
that

possibility-
thatthat the conference committeecommittee-
will

committee-
willwill not present its report toto-
both

to-
bothboth bodies of Congress thisthtsthts-
sessIOn

this-
sessionsession . This would , inm effect ,

kill the bill..

Congressional sources indiindi-indi-
cate

indi-
cate

¬-

cate that , if two of the threethree-
members

three-
membersmembers of the Alaska concon-con-
gressIOnal

con-
gressional

¬-

gressional delegation recommenrecommen-recommen-
ded

recommen-
ded

¬-

ded the billbi11 be killed , the rere-rere-

quest
re-

quest

¬-

quest would most likelyItkely be hoho-hoho-
nored

ho-
nored

¬-

nored .

Senator Stevens disagrees .

He believes that the AFN doesdoes-
not

does-
notnot have the power to killkil1 thethe-
biU

the-
billbillbiU , and that it would be disaddisad-disad-
vantageous

¬.-

vantageous to do so anyway .

Stevens is confident that thethe-
conference

the-
conferenceconference committeeco mittee reportreport-
will

report-
willwill be acceptable .

To put off the claims issueissue-
any

issue-
anyany longer , he says , would be toto-
invite

to-
inviteinvite increased opposition toto-
the

to-
thethe Native position which wouldwould-
be

would-
bebe difficult to overcome .

The Senator , pointing to mailmail-
on

mail-
onon his desk , said that oppositionopposition-
inin Alaska is running overwhelmoverwhelm-overwhelm-
ingly

overwhelm-
ingly

¬-

ingly against the AFN .

Other congressional officesoffices-
report

offices-
reportreport a similar sampling of pupu-pupu-
blic

pu-
blic

¬-

blicblic opinion . TheThemailmail now bebe-bebe-
mg

be-
fng

¬-

ingmgfng recieved , however , is not aa-
true

a-
truetrue reflection of public opinionopinion-
onon the issue ..

The flyers being distributeddistributed-
by

distributed-
byby Anchorage businessmenbusinessroe , marmar-mar-
ked

mar-
ked

¬-

kedked"urgentemrgencyked"urgentenrrgency"urgent-emergency"urgenturgentemergency"urgent-emrgencyemrgency"urgent-enrrgencyenrrgency" -- ," indiindi-indi-
cate

indi-
cate

¬-

cate that thisthisrecentrecent reaction isis-
rigged

is-
riggedrigged.

Regardless of whatever efforteffort-
isisopinioninbeing made to shape opinion
in Alaska , there is one majormajorfactfact which is not quite under-underunder-

The
under-

The
-.-

The hearings are over . BothBoth-
bodies

Both-
bodiesbodies of Congress have acted .

All past argumentsIgumen ts, if unresolunresol-unresol-
ved

¬.-
ved previously *, will now be decideci-deci-
ded

deci-
ded

¬-

ded by thetbe cpnfereesconferees
,

.

For Alaska Natives , the issueissue-
will

issue-
willwill soon become one of imim-imim-

plementation
im-

plementation
¬-

plementation . ImplementationImplementation-
ofof post-settlementpostsettlement- policies andand-
programs

and-
programsprograms .

The settlement will , in allall-

probability
all-

probabilityprobability will soon be a reality ,

but implementation will be thethe-
new

the-
newnew challenge .


