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In a press release on changeschanges-
inin Public Health Service personperson-person-
nel

¬.-

nel systems issued November 21 ,,

1971 , Secretary of Health , EduEdu-Edu-
cation

¬.-

cation , and Welfare Elliot LL..

Richardson gave his assuranceaassurance-
that

surancesurance-
thatthat services to Indian peoplepeople-
would

people-
wouldwould not be disrupted in anyany-
manner

any-
mannermanner , and that no action waswas-
imminent

was-
imminentimminent that would affect cur-curcur-
rect

cur-
rect

cur-
rect

-

rect Indian Health Service hiringhiring-
and

hiring-
andand promotion policies , or interinter-inter-
fere

inter-
fere

¬-

fere with the maintenancemaintemnce ofof-
vital

of-
vitalvital health services to IndianIndian-
communities

Indian-
communitiescommunities .

Movement toward unifyingunifying-
the

unifying-
thethe two systems presently used-usedused-
the

used-
the

used-
the

-
the PHS Commissioned CorpsCorps-
and

Corps-
andand Civil Service-intoServiceinto- one syssys-sys-
tem

sys-
tem

¬-

tem , will be done very gradually ,
the Secretary stated .

Such a move was the recomrecom-recom-
mendation

¬.-
mendation of a Secretary'sSecretarys'' comcom-com-
mittee

com-
mittee

¬-

mittee to study ., the PHS ComCom-Com-
missioned

¬.-
missioned Corps , headed by Dr .

Johnlohn A . Perkins of NorthwesternNorthwestern-
University

Northwestern-
UniversityUniversity .

Recognition of certain defidefi-defi-
ciencies

¬.-
ciencies in the present systemssystems-
prompted

systems-
promptedprompted the search for a betterbetter-
system

better-
systemsystem , he explained , and untiluntil-
one

until-
oneone is found the present syssys-sys-
tems

¬.-
temsterns will not only be continued ,

but will be revitalized and strenstren-stren-
gthened

stren-
gthened

¬-

gthened .

Dr . Merline K . DuVal , Jrlr .

HEW'sHEWs' Assistant Secretary forfor-
Scientific

for-
ScientificScientific Affairs , immediatelyimmediately-
followed

immediately-
followedfollowed up with a reinforcereinforce-reinforce-
ment

¬.-

ment of these statements by thethe-
S

the-
SecretarySecretaryS cretary .

Dr . DuVal added his reassureassu-reassu-
rance

reassu-
rance

¬-
rance that Indians ' concernsconcerns-
would

concerns-
wouldwould be completely protectedprotected-
and

protected-
andand the Indian health programprogram-
kept

program-
keptkept as a priority effort of thethe-
Department

the-
DepartmentDepartment .

Of the approximately 7,00070007,000-
employees

7,000-
employees

,
employees of the Indian HealthHealt}

Service , about one sixth areare-
members

are-
membersmembers of the CommissionedCommissioned-
Corps

Commissioned-
CorpsCorps , a uniformed service withwith-
requirements

with-
requirementsrequirements , structure and bebe-bebe-
nefits

¬.-

nefits similar to thetre U.SUS. . Navy .

SjnceSj.nce. the Corps is made up ofof-
highly

of-
highlyhighly qualified health profesprofes-profes-
sionalsphysicians

¬.-

sionals-physicianssionalsphysicians- , dentists , nurnur-nur-
ses

nur-
ses

¬-

ses , pharmacists , engineers , sanisani-sani-
tary

sani-
tary

¬-

tary engineers and sanitarians-sanitarianssanitarians-
the

sanitarians-
the

sanitarians-
the

-
the main leadership of the InIn-InIn-
dian

¬.-
dian Health Service is centeredcentered-
inin the Corps .

Dr . Emery A . Johnson , AssisAssis-Assis-
tant

¬.-
tant Surgeon General , is DirectorDirector-
ofof the Indian Health Service .


