
Seconder/NativeSeconderNativeSecondaryativeSecondaryNativeSecondary/ ative SfudenfsStudents Sue Education Commissioner
By JACQUELINE GLASGOWGLASGOW-

Staff
GLASGOW-

StaffStaff WriterWriter-

Molly

Writer-

MollyMolly HootchlIootchflootch , age 16 , is aa-

secondary
a-

secondarysecondary schoolschoolageage child , anan-

Alaskan
an-

AlaskanAlaskan Native , a citizenClttzen of thethe-

Umted
the-

UnitedUnitedUmted States , whose communcommun-commun-
Ity

commun-
ity

¬-

ity of residence and home isI-

SEmmonak
is-

EmmonakEmmonak , Alaska . She has comcom-com-

pleted
com-

pleted

¬-

pleted the ninthmnth grade .

During the 1971-72197172- schoolschool-

year
school-

yearyear , Molly HootchIlootch was transtrans-trans-

ported
trans-

ported
¬-

ported approximately 500 milesmiles-

from
miles-

fromfrom her home at taxpayers '

expense to attend Dimond HighIlighIligh-
School

High-
SchoolSchoolSchoolininIII AnchorageAnchorage-

Molly
Anchorage-

Molly
Anchorage-

MollyMolly and twenty-seventwentyseven- otherother-
Native

other-
NativeNative teen-agersteenagers- have filed suitsuit-
inin10 SuperiorSupenor Court in111 AnchorageAnchorage-
against

Anchorage-
againstagainst the Commissioner ofof-

Educatton
of-

EducationEducationEducatton , Marshall LmdLlOdLind , sevenseven-
members

seven-
membersmembers of the state Board ofof-

Educallon
of-

EducationEducationEducallon ; the directodirector; of thethe-

Boardlllg
the-

BoardingBoardingBoardlllg Homelome! Program , JamesJames-
Harper

James-
HarperHarper , and the State OperatedOperated-
School

Operated-
SchoolSchool System and StanleyStanley-
Friese

Stanley-
FrieseFriese , its supermtendantsuperllltendantsuperintendant..

( Continued on page 6)6)



Sue CommissionerwnimissionerYoungsters . 0.0-

trontnued

.
,( ContInuedtrontnued from pageoaee 1)111)

i The Civil action was broughtbrought-
by

brought-
byby Eskimo , Indian , and AleutAleut-

schoolagechool-agechoolagechool-agcagcschool-ageschool-- children "toto" securessecure-

their
ureure-

thelltheirthell rightnght to an education inIIIII-

Ithwtheirthw community ofofresidenceresidenceresidence-
and

residence-
andand to redressredess[ a willfullwilifull andand-

contll1uous
and-

continuouscontinuouscontll1uous pattern of racial disdls-dlsdis-dls-

CrJIlllnatlon
dis-

crumnation
¬-

criminationCrJIlllnatloncrumnation againstagalllst Alaskan NaNa-NaNa-

tives
Na-

lives
¬-

tiveslives in violationviulJhon otof the concon-con-

stitution
con-

stitution
¬-

stitution andlIld,lIldatotatof the lawsIJw of thethe-

lJmted
the-

UnitedUnitedlJmted States and Alaska .

Student plamtillsplaintiffsplJlIllif Is in the com-comcom-

paml
com-

pI
com-

plaint
-

pamlplaintpI) a 111 I reside inIfl three Lskimolskll110Iskiniolskll110-
comlllUflJ

Iskinio-
communities

:

communitiescomlllUflJKwigdlinoktiCS .. I'mmonakImmonakmnwllJkFmntonakr'
, Kwig-KwigKwig-

ilhnok
K \ Ig-IgIg-

Ilhnok
-

ilhnokdlinok , andJnd KongiganjkKonglganJkKongiganak HowlIow-lIowlIow-

ever
I low-lowlow-

ever
¬-

ever the suit charges thatthJt thethe-

stJle
the-

statestatestJle olof AlaskaAIJskJ has failedfJllcd toto-

provIde
to-

provideprovide secondary educatione ucatlon inmm-

a
in-

aa totaltotalofot01of 145 villages withwllh a.II..-
IpopulJliOn

a-

populationpopulationpopulJliOn of 50 per cent oror-

more
or-

moremore Alaskan Native people .

The suit makesmake aJ comparisoncompJrlsoncompJrlson-
wIth

comparison-
withwith predominantlypredomlllantly white comcorn-cornconscorn-

Illulllties
cons-

mumtics
¬-

munitiesIllullltiesmumtics .. There are less thanthan-

ten
than-

tenten cities , communitiesCOmlllUl11tles , or vilvil-vilvil-

lages
vil-

lages
¬-

lages with a majority of whiteswlllteswllltes-

where
whites-

wherewhere the state doesdocs not provideprovide-
aa secondary school..

The state requirementrequirelllent is thatthat-

m

that-

ininm each communitycommumty where suchsuch-

aa secondary schoolschoolISis requiredrequlfedrequlfed-
there

required-
therethere must be more thanthJn eighteight-

chlldren
eight-

childrenchildrenchlldren eligible to attend eleele-eleele-

mentary
ele-

mentary
¬-

mentary and secondary school..

All of the villages participatingparllclpatmgparllclpatmg-
m

participating-
ininm the suit meetsleetm et thistl1l5 requirereqUIre-reqUIr-
ement

require-
ment

¬-

ment..

ClaimingClalmmg that there is "nono"no-

compellmg
"no-

compelling
"

compellingcompellmg state interestmterest toto-

juslivy
to-

justivyjustivyjuslivy defendants ' racial disdls-dlsdis-dls-

cnmmatlOn
dis-

crimination
¬-

criminationcnmmatlOn "
, the schoolchild-schoolchildschoolchildr-

ens1
schoolchild-

rens
schoolchild-

rens
-

rens1rens ' suitsut! alleges that there hashJSlidshJS-

been
lids-

beenbeen "aa" disporportionalcdlsporportlonJtedisporportlonate shareshaveshare-

of
shave-

ofofofstJteofstatestatestJte , federal , and local fundsfunds-

for
funds-

forfor the benefit ofofsecondJryofsecondarysecondarysecondJrysecondJry-
educalion

secondary-
educationeducationeducalion for white children andand-

have
and-

havehave thereby denieddel1led plaintiffsplall1lJffsplall1lJffs-
the

plaintiffs-
thethe equal protection of the law .

"
The suit was filedmed by Chris-ChrisChm-ChmChns-ChnsChris-

t6pher
Chm-

t6pher
Chns-

tbpher
-

t6phertbpher R . Cooke of Alaska LegalLegal-

Services
Legal-

ServicesServices on behalfbehalfofof the personspersons-
named

persons-
namednamednamedandandand"all"allall" other personspersons-
sImilarly

persons-
similarlysimilarly situated .:"'

The plaintiffsplamtlffs allege that "-
in

i- n"-
in

i- n"in-

order" 11111-

1orderorder to attendattendsecondarysecondary schoolschool-

they
school-

theythey , and a highly disproportion-disproportiondlsproportlon-dlsproportlondisproportion-
number

dlsproportlon-
number

disproportion-
number

-

number of Alaska Natives mustmust-

leJve
must-

leaveleaveleJve their homes , familiesLllnJlle\LllnJlleLllnJlleJnd\,,, andJndJnd-

COiTIlllumtles

and-

communitiescommunitiesCOiTIlllumtles ofot residence tortor-

approxImately
tor-

approximatelyapproximately ninenme monthsmonlhs aa-

year
a-

yearyear andandenandenterenteren ler a boardinghoard IIlg schoolchoolschool-

or
chool-

oror boardingboardll1g home program ".
ItII chargesclwges thatthJI if theythcy do notnot-

wish
not-

wishwish to leave home , arearc notnol ableJbleJble-

to
able-

toto leave , or refuserefme to leave , theythey-

are
they-

areare denied further education .

In many cases , and as a resultrewlt ,

theIhe suitSUII claimsclJlmSclarets , many AlaskaAIJ\kaAIJkaAIJka-
Natives

Alaska-

Natives
\

Natives do not finishfll1lshfll1lshschoolfinishschoolschool..
The present suit isI a concon-con-

tlfluatlon
con-

tinuation

¬-

tinuationtlfluatlon of a suitUlt brought in1111-
11August

in-

AugustAugust.. That suitUlt waswa settledseltledseltled-
oul

settled-
outoutoul of court when"henhen" Judge JamesJJlllesJJllles-

K

James-

KK . Singleton ordered the OureautJureaui.ureauiureautJureau-

of
i.ureau-

of
.

of Indian AffairsAffalr , whichwhichoperatesoperatesoperates-
anan elementary schoolchoLJIchoLJIInschoolinmIn 1I( nimo-nimoIllnH-IllnHlinu-linunimo-
ak

IllnH-

ak
linu-

ak
) -

ak to sendendendasendaa high11lgh school5dlO01 teacherteJcher ,

chargingchargmg thethedJrysalary\dJrydJry\ ; to10 theIhelie SlateStateSlate-

Operateu
State-

OperatedOperatedOperateu Schools

The B1Al3IABIA runs 53S3 gradegrade-
schools

grade-
schoolsschools throughout the statestafe ,

but is supposed to be phasingphJphasing-
out

JIgJIg-
out

}
out its role inm Alaskan educationeducJtloneducJtlon-
and

education-
andand turningtunllrgturnipg its rural schoolsschoohschooh-
over

schools-

overover to SOS .

To datedJtc , howeverho"everhoever" , SOS50S hashas-

lJot

has-

notnotlJot hadhall i1I sufficientsufflclelJt JpproprIJ-
tlons

appropriaJpproprIJ-JpproprIJappropria-appropria-
tions

¬-

tionstlons to asfcumeashunreJ ume the operation ot01of01-

JII
of-

allallJIIallschoolsschoolschools , and withoutWI thou I 15IABIABIA-

help
BIA-

helphelp someome '

villagesvillJgevillJgeoulwould\\ouloul\\ havehJve

no schoolsschoubschoubJtatJt allall..

The legal briefbnef filedtiledt led in AnAn-AnAn-

chorage
An-

chorage
¬-

chorage statesstdtes thattlMt "AllAll"Allchild" childchild-child-
ren

child-
ren

¬-

ren of AlaskaAIJ\J.aAIJJ.aAIJJ.aJa\. , includingindlldl1g! thethe-
plJl1tllfs

the-
plaintiffsplaintiffsplJl1tllfs! , have a right to publicpubhcpubhc-
educatIOn

public-
educationeducation .

"

The caseCJ\eCJe\ will test thistlm rightright-
toto the IlInltlimits and bring beforebefore-
Ihe

before-
thetheIhe publicpubhc the full issue1\\11\\ ": olojof the-
madequacles

thethe-
In.JdeqllacleinadequaciesIn.JdeqllacleInJdeqllaclemadequacles. olotofofseumdarssccondarseloI1l1Jr\eloI1l1JrseumdarseloI1l1Jred\ ed-eded-

cltlon
ed-

cation
-

cationcltlon, infit bushbu\hbuhhush\ AlaskaAI.I\k,1AI.Ik1AI.IAIIk,1k1. \ ,


