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Amendment Paves Way to Pay AFN Debts

By WILLIE HENSLEYIIENSLEYHENSLEY-

There

IIENSLEY-

ThereThere are two or three thingsthll1gsthll1gs-

I

things-

II want to report to you on , butbut-

the

but-

thethe mammaIOmain objectiveobjecttve ofofmymy recentrecent-

trip

recent-

triptrip to WashingtonWashlOgton , D.CDC. . was to1010-

go

to-

gogo and see if we could pushpush-

through
push-

throughthrough the amendment thatthat-

would
that-

wouldwould allow forf r the regions toto-

either
to-

eithereither guarantee or loan fundsfunds-

to

funds-

toto the AFN to resolve the over
$600,000600000$ , ofofindebtednessindebtednessmdebtedness thatthat-

we

that-

wewe have accumulated .

The primary problem I seesee-

that
see-

thatthat we have is the interest onon-

the

on-

thethe principle and the interestinterest-

on
interest-

onon the interest that was bringingbrmgingbrmging-

us

bringing-

usus further and further intoInlo debt

- and other indebtednessIOdebtedness thatthat-

couldn't
that-

couldn'tcouldn'tcouldnt' fit into other programs ,

so immediately upon beingbemgbemg-

elected
being-

electedelected to10 the presidency by thethe-

Board
the-

BoardBoard , I had called SenatorSenator-
Stevens

Senator-
StevensStevens about our problem andand-

drafted
and-

drafteddrafted a letter urgingurgmg him to dodo-

everythlllg
do-

everythingeverythingeverythlllg that he could pospos-pos-

sibly
pos-

sibly

¬-

sibly do , both from a legislativelegislatIve-

standpomt
legislative-

standpointstandpointstandpomt and maybe from thethe-

standpomt
the-

standpointstandpointstandpomt of gettinggettlOg a legallega-

lmterpretatlon

lega-

linterpretationinterpretationmterpretatlon of the Act , thatthat-

would
that-

wouldwould allow us to wipe outout-

that
out-

thatthat indebtednessIOdebtedness .

And so he was able to attachattach-
anan amendment which the BIABIA-

solicitor

BIA-

solicitorsolicitor in the Interior drafteddrafted-
atat my request , and that was

adoptedadoptedininIII the Senate and whenwhen-

Congressman
when-

CongressmanCongressman BegichBeglchBegtchBeglchandBegtchandand SenatorSenator-
Stevens

Senator-
StevensStevens were upupininIII Fairbanks II-

flew
I-

flewflew up and met with them andand-

discussed
and-

discusseddiscussed it and decided that itit-

was
it-

waswas necessary to go to D.CDC. .

And Sam Kito and JohnJohn-
Sackett

John-
SackettSackcttSackett were there and we loblob-lob-

bied
¬.-

bied the piece of legislationlegislation-
through

legislation-
throughthrough . We did have somesome-

opposition
some-

oppositionopposition from CongressmanCongressman-
Wayne

Congressman-
WayneWayne Aspinall and the InteriorInterior-
toto some extent , because AssisAssis-Assis-

tant
¬.-

tant Secretary Loesch didn'tdidntdidn't-
approve

didn't-
approve

'
approve of the language thatthat-
would

that-
wouldwould have allowed the regionsregions-
toto contribute funds to AFN .

tConllOued( Continued on page 6)6)



Amendment Paves WaywayCon-

tinued(/ Continued/Continued from DaqeWane 1)1)

presentboardsHelie felt thatt/1Jtt1Jt/ the presentpre el1lel1-

lboardsboards andanandregionsregions shouldhouldhouldnolnotnolnol-
obltgatc

not-
obligate

t

obligateobltgatc the future stockholdersstod.holdenstodholdenstockholderstod.holden-
mOnIes

stockholder-
monies

.
.

monies which have not beenbeerbeen-

mdeltafled
beer-

mdeptifted
t

mdeptifiedmdeltafledmdeptifted( yet , so we just tooktook-

out
tootoo-

out
k

out the "contributecontribute"contnbutecontnbute" " languagelanguage-
and

language-
andand simply authon/edauthonedauthorJledauthorJledaauthorized/ a loan , or0101-

a
oo-

aa guarantee ofofaa loan to AFNAFN-

and
,,

and AFN , Inc , to paypJY off thethe-
debts

thth-

debts
e

debts ..

I will give you the languagelanguJgelanguJge-
of

language-
of

e
of the amendment , it'sits' notnot-
lengthy

not-
lengthy

t
lengthy . It says that "AnyAny" ofof-

the
oo-

the
f
fr

the funds heretofore or hereafterhereafter-
advanced

hereafter-
advanced

r
advanced , under authorityauthorrty ofof-
the

oo-

the
f

the Second Appropriations Act
1972 ( Public Law 93206)93206) or thetIletIle-

Act
the-

ActAct of Aug . 10 , 1972 ( PublicPubhcPubhc-

Law
Public-

LawLaw 92369)92369 ) to a regional corcor-cor-

poration
cor-corcor-

poration
¬-

poration organuedorgantledorgantied pursuant toto-

the
tt-

thethe Alaska Native Claims SettleSettle-Settle-
ment

Settle-
ment

¬-

ment Act of Dec ._ 18 , 1971197 ] ,
( Public Law 99203)99203) may bebe-

used
bb-

used
e

used by suchsuchregionalregional corporacorpora-corpora-
tions

corpora-
tions

¬-

tions to loan to , and suchsuch-

regional
such-

regionalregionalregionalcorporationscorporations may alsoalso-

guarantee
also-

guaranteeguarantee loans by third partiesparties-
to

s

to the AlaskaAIJska Federation ofof-

Nahves
of-

NativesNativesNahves and/orandor/ the AlaskaAIJska FedFed--Fed-

eration
Fed-

eration
¬-

eration of NativesNaltves , Inc . , in111 suchsuch-

amounts
such-

amountsamounts andanduponupon such termsterms-

and
termterm-

and
s

and conditions that may bebe-

determIned
bb-

determined
e

determined by such corporacorpora-corpora-
hons

corpora-
tions

¬-

tionshons , and in recognition of thethe-

semces
the-

servicesservicessemces ofofsaidsaid organizations inin-

advancmg
in-

advancingadvancingadvancmg landlandclaimsclaimsclamls settlementselllementselllementl-
egIslatIon

settlement-
legislationlegislation .

" This was adoptedadopted-
on

d

on Oct.. 14th - Saturday , andand-

tillS

and-

thisthistillS gives us the vehicle to fifi-fifi-

nance
fi-

nance
¬-

nance the indebtednessII1debtedness of thethe-

organIzatIOn
the-

organizationorganization , which to me was aa-

pfJlllary
a-

primaryprimarypfJlllary objective ..

Senator Stevens , CongressCongre\s-CongresCongres-
man

Congress-

man
\ ¬-

man Begichegllh , JuliaJuhJ Butler HansonILlllsonILlllson-

and
Hanson-

andandhelpfulLloyd Meeds were very helphelp-¬-

ful inIfI gettinggellmg the amendmentJmendmentJmendment-
through

amendment-
throughthrough .

The other thingtiling I discoveredddIscovediscovered-
when

Iscove redred-

whenwhen 1I was down in111 WashingtonWaslllngton ,

D.CDC... was the fact that apparentapparent-apparent-
ly

¬-

ly the Bureau of Indian AffairsAtlalr

I has deleteddele tc the position of CoCo-Cu-Cu¬--

I ordinatorordmator of AlaskaAla ka Native AfAt-AtAf-AfAt-

fairs
Af-

fairs
¬--

fairs and his staffstafr.. 1I have aa-

copycopy of the budget estimatesestllnatesestllnates-
for

estimates-
forfor the fiscal year 1974 andand-

theythey show a deletion ofof-
rrr $181,000181000$ , ,, andandItit is apparentapparent-

that
apparent-

thatthat , as far as I know , thatthat-

position
that-

positionposition has been eliminatedehmillatedehmillated-
fromfrom the budget..

I sought a meetingmeetingwJthmeetingwithwithwJthwJth-

ComnllSslOnerCommissionerComnllSslOner Bruce butbu t helie waswas-

unable
was-

unableunable to meet with me at thatthat-

tunctimetunc .

Helietie sent some fellow out - oneone-

of
one-

ofof hisIlls assistants , I presumepresumeand-andand- andand-

he
and-

hehe indicated that there was nono-

deletion
no-

deletiondeletion , but whatever they diddid-

inin111 that area would be to imIm-ImIm-

prove
im-

prove
¬-

prove the operations . It waswas-

the
was-

thethe opinionopmion of the Co-ordmatorCoordmatorCo-ordinatorordinatorCoordmator-
that

Coordinator-
that

-

that helie had met with LouisLouIs-

BruceBruce and Louis Bruce hadhadindiindiII1dl-II1dlindi-II1d-

lcated
indi-

cated
-¬-

cated that they were goinggOll1g to gogo-

ahead
go-

aheadahead andandeliminateeliminateellITlInate the CoordiCo-ordl-CoordlCo-ordi-ordiCoordl-
na

Coordior-

dinator

- ¬--

natorordi-natorordi-na tor and hisIllS staff..

1I think thistIlls would be very
detrimentaldetnmentalverydetnmentalverydetrimentalto the implementaImplementa-Implementa-
tion

¬-

tion of the claims settlement ,

because part of their responsiresponsI-responseresponsI-
bIlity

¬-

bility was the drafting of thethe-

studystudy regardingregardmg the educationaleducational-
and

educational-
andandgetfromhealth services that we get
from the federal government ,

and this was to be done in10 aa-

three
a-

threethree year periodpeTiod .

Of courseClurse) , the way that partipartI-partI-
cular

parti-
cular

¬-

cular study is approachedapproachedISisIS-

gomg
is-

goinggoinggomg to have a substantialsubstansubstantial-
bearing

tlaltlal-

bearingbearing on Alaskan NativeNative-

people
Native-

peoplepeople -- in111 the services that wewe-

get
we-

getget fromfront the federal government ..

I havehJve been writingwntmg letterslellers to ourour-
delegation

our-
delegationdelegation urgingurgmg that if thistlmtlm-

ofhce
this-

officeofficeofhce liashashJ indeedmdeed been deleteddeleted-
frolll

deleted-
fromfromfrolll the budget by Ihethe B.IBIB.I.ABI.ABIA. .. A .

administrationadn1lnlstratlon , that they dodo-

everythll1g
do-

everythingeverythingeverythll1g possiblepo slble to reinstaterell1staterell1state-
the

reinstate-
thethe

fundingOnelundmgOnefundinglundmg
One other itemIlem was that II-

memetme] ) letI witli"JlhJlhwith" one ofofourour legalleg1leg1-

coun
legal-

counsel
:!

counselcoun el and Undersecretary ofof-
In

of-

InteriorregardmgM1regardingMrInteriorIn tenor , Jared Carter , regardingregardmg
MrM1.. Morton'sMortonsIorton\IortonIortonreusJI'\ refusalreusJI( to provideprovide-
lor

provide-
fortorlorfor aJ stipulationttpUIJllon that wouldwould-
Jllow

would-
allowallowJllow lorfor compensationcll1pen() aIJOn to10 subsub-sub-

Ilenle
sub-

sistenec
¬-

sistenceI\lenleIlenlesistenec\ huntershuntcrs and fishermenfishermen-
whenwhen\ hen they haveh Jve a, I losslos ofofsubsubsub-sub-

sistence
ubub-

Itence
¬.-

sistence\I\tenceItence\ \ livelihoodlivehhood due to pipe-pipe-pipehuepipelillepipelinehuelilleline
activityNoactivilacllvllactivity}

No one hash.l\h.lh.lheen. \ beenheen able to1010-

l11eet

to-

meetmeetl11eetl11eetlIhwith\\lIhlIh\\ SecietaryS\'clet.lfYSclet.lfYS'clet.lfYcletlfYSecictiry\.' ., MortonIorton onon-

tlll
on-

thisthistlll particularpartlLtilarpJrt IlulJr issuel\\lIellIe\ \ thatthJt is ,

noIt ( ) nativenJt Ive people havehlve, been ableable-
o

able-

toto! o meetl11eelsheetl11eelllhwith\\llhllh\ himhllllhum oninn thisttm issue1lIe1\1issue-
in

\ lIe
in111 a.II. yearyeM andJUUJUU.Iandi.11.II.. i hallhallandandandItitIt-

eelll
it-

seemsseems\eelll\eelll\eelllto\ to me , withWithrepcctWithrespectrespectre\pcctrepcct\ toto-

the
to-

thethe overalloverallcostcost of the pipeline ,

thatthathJleverwhatever\\hJleverhJlever\ compensationcompensation-
might

compensation-
mightmight goglJ to10 nativenJllve people forfor-
loss

for-
lossloss of01 subsistenceuhuhll leuce livelihoodhvellhoolivelihoodisisIS-

a
is-

aa very minorI1llllornlulor amountamoun I ofofmoneymoney ..

IIIf people cannot hunt andand-
fl

and-
fishfishfl h anymore , theytheyshouldn'tshouldn'tshouldntshouldn't-
have

shouldn't-
have

'
have to go on Welfare if, f theirtheir-
loss

their-
lossloss is directly due to10 pipelinepipelmepipelme-

activity
pipeline-

activityactivity ,, and we arearc going to gogo-

ahead
go-

aheadaheadaheadJndaheadandandJnd try to seekseckseckaseekaa rere-rere-

consideration
re-

consideration
¬-

consideration of thisIhls issue onon-

the
on-

thethe part of the Secretary .

SenatorSenJtor Stevens drafteddraftedadrafted-
strong

drafted-
strong

a
strong letter urging reconsiderareconsidera-reconsidera-
tion

reconsidera-
tion

¬-

tion of thistlus decision , but apap-apap-

parently
ap-

parently
¬-

parently it hasn'thasnt' moved thethe-

Secretary
the-

SecretarySecretary . t


