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and is to run November 1.

“Howfdo they a.poct? tgnsyt

ut from trappers

ggx’t have access to all the in-
formation we have here in town.
What I'm saying is that the time
period for comment is way too
short,” Dementieff said. He ad-
ded that he had received no ma-
terial on the issue until very
recently.

According to  Dementieff,
many Alaskan trappers common-
ly sell their lynx pelts to Canadi-
an buyers because they can get
better prices. Under the new
regulations, they would have to
file separate applications for
permits for each pelt they want
to export. If trappers are un-
able to file an application in
time, or if their applications are
denied, they will be forced to
sell through Seattle outlets at
lower prices or stop trapping
the lynx altogether.

One of the most serious differ-

Depart-
ment official Jean Emest said
she is preparing a report on lynx
which must be submitted to
ESSA by October 31:

low it’s not worth a person’s
while to go out and trap them.
They usually switch to other fur-
bearers.” :

Emest questioned whether the
export regulations would be en-
forceable and suggested that
if regulations were not made
more reasonable, “I tell you
there’s going to be a lot of
sm across the border.”

Burns criticized the regula-
tions, commenting that duriug
periods of low population, lynx
tend to be found in very remote
areas that simply cannot be

rt. The ESSA is under no

tion to prove that such
harm WILL occur and if ESSA
feels there is not enough infor-
mation to make a definite de-
cision, its policy is to rule in
favor of the species rather than

“ the consumers.

Based on lynx pelt shipment
records dating back to 1910,
the Department of Fish and
Game contends that the lynx is
not endangered. Bums and
Ernest charged that ESSA not
only acted on insufficient infor-
mation, but misinterpreted the
information they do have.

Norm Phillips of the Interior
Trappers  Association praised
Congressman Don Young for
persuading the ESSA to estab-
lish a quota for lynx instead of
banning the taking of lynx alto-
gether as it originally planned.
He said his group is concerned
that the quota has not been set
yet and will continue its effort




