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. CCongressmanngre811an DonQnYODonYoung, Youngg isit anan ¬-.
rYgrygryrYandgryandand otherAIother.AlaekaisotherAlaekaisother ,. AlaskanskaBtkaBtareare sh1hIkshalek-

ing
k-k-.: >,

ingJng their headheads*. in . diabelkfditbe1ietdisbelietdisbelietatitit-

recent
atat-

recentrecent effortefforts* to
,'
'declaredeclaredecleIecIare the '

.

lynx an enendangeredanered speciespeciesspecies.*.
"'

>\

The federal EndanEndangeredered Species-
Scientific

SpecksSpeciesSpecks-
ScientificScientificESSfonnedAuthAuthorityrlty , ((ESS\ESSESSA.\)) , '

formedfonnedforthed
.,

early thisthH summerI1IIM1cisummers
*., has .,

proposed ,itdctstrict re-reregulationsu1atlonsreu1atlonsregulatlons- to ,

control theth export ofofJyaoflynxlynx ,. bobbob1*, '

catcatvand,.ndand river .,.otterotter*., j;Accordingj'AccordingjAccording'
According-

totoo !Johnohn
.'.-
river

r-

iver
.-
river

r-

iver
'BumsBumsBums , a , blbiologistbiologist'withbiologistwithbiologist'with-

the
J08isfwithJ08isfwith-

the
,

'

with
the \ "1JaAlaskalaik , Department , of";"Fish-
and

.FishFish"Fish. Fish-

andand Game , conservationistsconservationists-
backJng

conservationists-
backingbackfngbackJngbacking the regulations hope toto-
reduce

to-
reducereduce the taketa1ct of lynx belowbelow-
the

below-
thethe number needed to supportsupport-

the
support-

thethe industry .
SamSant DementieiTDementiefTDementieff , of the TananaTanana-

Chiefs
Tanana-

ChiefsChiefs Conference , cgmplained-

that
complainedcqmplainedcgmplainedcqmplained-

thatthat the Scientific Authority hashuhas-

not
hu-

notnot provided
,

enough
, .,

.timetimetime forfor-

Alaskans
for-

AlaskansAlaskans to *. 'comment'comment !;,,. on thethe-

status
the-

statusstatus of lynx populations , nornor-

for
nor-

forfor trappers to fileflIe applicationsapplications-
forfor export permitspennlts. The periodperiod-

for
period-

forfor comment beganliegan August 3030-

and
30-

andand is to run untiluntflNovemberNovember 1 .

""HowHowwHow ddo they expect to getget-

input
get-

inputinput from trappers ? They-

don't
TheyThey-

don'tdon'tdont' have access to allaU the in *.

formationfonnation we haveJiave here in town .

What FmrmI'mIm' saying is that the tbne-

period
timetbnetime-

periodperiod for comment is way tootoo-

short
too-

shortshort ,,"" Dementieff said . He adad-

ded
ad-ad¬.-

ded that he had received no ma-

terial
mama-¬.-

terial on the issue until veryvery-

recently
very-

recentlyrecently .

According to 1DementieiTDementiefTinentieff,

many Alaskan trappers common-

ly
commoncommon-¬.-

ly seflsell their llynx ppelpeltspisel tsis to Canadi-

an

Canadi-Canadi--.
an buyers because they can getget-

better
get-

betterbetter prices ., Under the newnew-

regulations
new-

regulationsregulations , they would have to-

file
tato.

fileme separate applications forfor-

pennlts
for-

permitspermitspennlts for each pelt they wantwant-
I

want-

toI to export . If trappers are un-

able
unun-un¬-

I
able to filefaIe an application inin-

time

in-

timetime , or if their applications areare-

I

are-

denied
are-

denied
I

denied , they wfllwill be forced toto-

seU

to-

sellsellseU through Seattle outlets atat-

lower

at-

lowerlower prices or stop trappingtrapping-

the
trapping-

thethe lynx altogether .

One of the most serious differdiffer-¬-

' . "
, ,

enceeneetantes* , betweenbetween fedfederalra1 ;: authorauthor-

ties
authorloauthor-author!!:-'

tiestiel ''antiantiandang'stteangstte' state$
' biolobiologistsbioloittsets IItIe* the-

question
ththethe-

quettionquestionquettion of whether lynx mould-
be

shouldmouldshould-

bebe 'trapped'trapped,
' whenwhen'theirwhentheir.,

.'their'their
'

populapopularpopular-

tion
¬.

tion , cyclecycktycle\tycletyclewhich,.
\
which followsfonows thatthat-

of
that-

ofof hares todand rabbits , Is
,. at a lowlow-

point
low-

pointpointpoint-. -
. '

pointAccording
According to ., informationinformation-

avaUtbk
information-

availableavailableavaUtbk ,_ to ESSA ' authorities ,
lynxUJarlyset1sitivepopulations are partiparticularlyparticularly-
sensitive

UJarly,

sensitiveset1sitive to hunting 'and'and trap-
ping

trap *.
ping pressurepressufC

'during'during thentheir* Jow-

years
lowJowlow-

yearsyears . According to the FederalFederal-

Register
Federal-

RegisterRegister which contains the propro-pro-
posed

-.¬

posed regulations :

"IfIfwit"lflf" trapping during those yeanyearsyears-

is
years-

isis not prohibited , he predictedpredicted-
that

predicted-
thatthat a progressive dampening in-

amplitude
InIn-

amplitudeamplitude: of the lynx cyclecycle-

would
cycle-

wouldwould result because the timetime-
lag

time-
laglag )betweenIctween increases of harehare-

and
hare-

andand lynx would lengthen . Even-

tuaily
EvenEven-¬.-

tuallytuaIly lynxlynxx . would be reducedreduced-

toto isolated pockets in the mostmost-
remote

most-
remoteremote parts of AlaskaAlaska.1tAlaska1tAlaska.1-

tThe
."**

The Alaska Department of FishFish-
and

Fish-
andand Game disagrees . Depart-

nient
DepartDepart-¬.-

mentnient official Jean Ernest , _aaid-

she
saidaaidsaid-

sheshe is preparing a report on iyn-
xwl

lynxiynxlynx-
whichwlwhichcb must be submitted toto-

ESSA
to-

ESSAESSA by October 31 :

"""We'reWere' out to show that trap-
ping

traptrap-¬.-
ping lynx during the lowJow yeanyearsyears-
wiIJ

years-
willwfllwiIJwill not endanger the lynx any-
more

anyany-¬.-
more . We have no data to showshow-

that
show-

thatthat , none at all . TrappenTrappers dodo-

not
do-

notnot bother to trap them whenwhen-
they're

when-
they'rethey'retheyre' low because return is soso-

low
so-

lowlow it'sits' not worth a penon'-
swh

person'spersonspenon'spenonsperson's-
while

'
whwhilee to go out and trap them .

They usually switch to other fur-

bearen
fur-

bearers
fur-fur-

',"*.bearenbearers .

Ernest questioned whether thethe-

cxport
the-

ex:exexportcxportexportbleenexportrreejregulationsationslations would be en-

1

en-enen ¬.-
1forceableble and suggested thatthat-
if

that-
ifif regulations were not mademade-
more

made-
moremore reasonable , ""II tellteU youyou-
there's

you-
there.sthere'stheresthere.s'. going to be a lot ofof-

smuggling
of-

smugglingsmuggling across the border ."
Bums also criticized the regula-

tions
regularegula--¬.

tions , commenting that dUriug-
periods

duringdUriugduring-
periodsperiods of low population , lynxlynx-
tend

lynx-
tendtend to be found in very remoteremote-
areas

remote-
areasareas that simply cannot be

, "

trappedpped , sudsuchsuch. isas ledgesJedge'sJedges
'

and 6therotherothe-
rrou

other-
roughroughrouh . terrain . , And he ,. added ,

'""TheThe'The' vastmtLastvastmajority-'-majoritymajority'majority of,
lynx-

producing
lynx-lynx:'-

producing country
'

1min InteriorInteri-
orAl

interior-
AlaskaAlaskaAl1ca is not trappedtrappedpedod, periodperiod-

Re
period-period."*"*

-

ReRegulationsu1tions .drafted
,\
by ESSA-

set
ESSESSA

set up guidelines whichwhih '' hit mustmust-
use

must-
useuse to determinedetennln ' if exexportrt ofof-
lynx

of-
lynxlynx

,
pelts winwill

""-

endanger
e-

ndangerendanger ,. , thethe-
suniyal

the-
survivalsuniyalsurvival of the species :

1 .* }WhetherVhether past export hashas-
caused

has-
causedcaused stressdress otor damage to thethe-
speci

the-
speciesspecispeciess ;

2 . Whether thethenature-.-naturenature.nature of the-
species

thethe-
speclesspeciesspeclesspeclesoror its ecosystemecosytCIn$ areare-

such
are-

suchsuch that present levels of ex-

port
txtx-

port
tx-txex-ex--.

port wfllwIDwill endanger the animals :

3 . Whether trapping , hunting ,.
and export levels are expectedexpected-

toto increase in thetho futureCuture .

The tricky part about ESSA'sESSAsESSA's-

approach
ESSA's-

approach
'

approach to deciding ififaa speciesspecies-
should

species-
shouldshould be more strictly regula-
ted

regularegula--¬.
ted is that trapperstrappen or otherother-
wildlife

other-
wildlifewildlife consumers must proveprove-
that

prove-
thatthat the speciesspecieslnIn question will-

NOT
wnIwillwnI-

NOTNOT be harmedarmedharmed by continuedcontinuedc-

xP.Ort
continued-

exportexportcxP.OrtcxPOrt. . The ESSA is under nono-

obligation
no-

obligationobligation to prove that suchsuch-

hann
such-

harmharmhann WILL occur and if ESSAESSA-

feels
ESsA-

feelsfeels there is not enough infor ¬

mation to make a definite dede-

cision
de-de-¬.

cision ,. its policy is to rule inin-

favor
in-

favorfavor of the species rather thanthan-
the

than-
thethe consumersconsumen .

BasedHased on lynx pelt shipmentshipment-
records

shipment-
recordsrecords dating back to 1910 ,

the Department of Fish andand-

Game
and-

GameGame contends that the h/nxhnxlynx/ isis-

not
is-

notnot endangered . Bums andand-

Ernest
and-

ErnestErnest charged that ESSA notnot-
only

not-
onlyonly acted on insufficientinsulTIc1ent Infor-
mation

inforInfor-Infor-¬.
mation ,. but misinterpreted thethe-

infonnation
the-

informationinformationinfonnation they do have .

NormNonn Phillips of the InteriorInterior-
Trappers

Interior-
TrappersTrappenTrappers Association praisedpraised-
Congressman

praised-
CongressmanCongressman Don Young forfor-

persuading
for-

persuadingpenuadingpersuading the ESSA to estabestab-
fish

estab-estab-¬.
lishfish a quota for lynx instead ofof-

banning
of-

banningbanning the takingtalang of lynx alto-

gether
altoalto-¬.-

gether as it originally plannedplaMed .

He said his group is concernedconcerned-
that

concerned-
thatthat the quota has not been setset-

yet
set-

yetyet and will continue its effort

Jtoto kkeepkeepkeepthep the lynxJynx.C)1TJynx.C1TJynxC1T1ynxotf
.

.,)off the_
endan-

eredspecies
endan-

.r40ncelhey

cnuan-
ere

endan-endanendan-endancnuan-cnuanJ -

,ereeredspeciesies list . .,

..-r40ncelhey
r-
40ncelhey'"'OnceOncecccct--tttheyey getgeigeionon there ,. it'isitisit'i-

sfwd
Its-

hard
its'*

hardfwd to get them off.,:"' PhillipsPhillips-
commented

Phillips-
commentedcommented .

,TheTho Endangered Species ScisclSd¬.

entificentificenUflC
.

AtathAuthority
.

rity
,

,
was formedConnetf toto-

comply
\

"

complyomply ''withwith , an internationalinternational-
conservation

{
,

,11,,-
1consemtionconservationconsemtion treaty to protect 1-

,1
1-

1
1,1-

endqered '

endangeredendqered wildlife .
,..RRf


