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Recently , :SecretarySectetary of the Interior , Cecil Andnu-
announced

AndruiAndnuAndrusAndrus-
announcedannounced the Administration'sAdministrations' position on D).D-2D21).21.212-2 lands .

Andrus advocatedadwcated the establishment of 92 millionmUlion acres ofof-

D.2
of-

D.2D-2D2D.2D2-.. lands , the vast majority ofofwhichwhich would be NationalNational-
Parks

National-
ParksParks and Wildlife Refuges , in Alaska . TheThe-

Administration's
The-

Administration'sAdministration'sAdministrations' position is actually two proposals , oneone-

dealing
one-

dealingdealing with wilderness designation and the other withwith-

parks
with-

parksparks and refuges . In addition to the 92 millionmUlion acresacres-

advocated
acres-

advocatedadvocated for immediate inclusion in the differentdifferent-
management

different-
managementmanagement systems , the Secretary recommended to thethe-

Congress
the-

CongressCongress the establishment of approximately 43.31433143.31-

million
43.31-

million
.

million acres of ""instantinstant" wilderness , includinginduding 19.219219.2-

million
19.2-

million
.

million acres of wilderness designated in already existingexisting-
parks

existing-
parksparks and wildlife refuges in Alaska . Thus , what is touttoutedtouted-
as

dd-
asas a 92 million acre proposal , is really a 111 million acre-

proposal
acre-

proposal
acre

proposal .

More importantly , such large designations of park ,
wildlife refuges , and wilderness do notDot serve the nationalnational-
interest

national-
interestinterest , because these designations prohibit reasonable-
and

reasonable-
and

reasonable
and necessary exploration and development of hard-rockhardrockhardrock-
mineral

hardrock-
mineral

-

mineral resources , oil and gas deposits , agriculturalagricultural-
potential

agricultural-
potentialpotential , and other uses which have yet'etet)' to be fullyfully-

explored
fully-

exploredexplored in Alaska .

The Alaskan lifestyle will be greatly hindered by thisthis-

proposal
this-

proposalproposal , if it is enacted into law . Sport huntinghuntingwillwill notnot-

be
not-

bebe permitted in over 909Qctf,%. of the parkparklandslands proposed byby-

the
by-

thethe Secretary .

The future of surface travel by motorized vehicles onon-

the
on-

thethe areas designated as wilderness and on certain parkpark-

and
park-

andand refuge lands remains a question mark , as does the useuse-

and
use-

andand landing of aircraft in these areas . Even if allowed .

Alaskans will find themselves required to obtain permitspermits-
toto continue activities which they have traditionally carriedcarried-
onon .

Further complicating mattersmattm , Andrus proposed thethe-

designation
the-

designationdesignation of 33 rivers , or segments of rivers , asas-

components
as-

componentscomponents of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers-

System
Rivers-

System
Rivers

System . The effect of wild rivers on the Alaskan lifestyle-

could
lifestyle-

could
lifestyle

could be immense , with motorcraft ,. including barge and-

river
and-

river
and

river boat travel ,. being prohibited . Additionally , thethe-

construction
the-

constructionconstruction of hydroelectric powersites could be-

precluded
be-

precluded
be

precluded , and the routing of pipelines , highways , andand-

means
and-

meansmeans of access across rivers would be limited .

However , the Secretary'sSecretarys' proposal is not completelycompletely-
negative

completely-
negativenegative . It rejects the revocation of State and NativeNative-

selections
Native-

selectionsselections proposed by the Udall/MetcalfUdallMetcalf/ bills , and-

affirms
and-

affmns
and

affirmsaffmns the right of the State to continue management ofof-

fish

of-

fishfish and game on these lands . The Secretary also tacitlytadtlytacitly-

endorsed
tadtly-

endorsedendorsed the concept of cooperative managementmanagement-
proposed

management-
proposedproposed by the Governor , Congressman Young , and I , inin-

the
in-

thethe billbillwhichwhich I introduced earlier this year in the Senate .

But in summary , the Secretary'sSecretarys' proposal was veryveryo-

fof' disappointing and represents a step backwards . While-

exhibiting
While-

exhibiting
While

exhibiting a real knowledge of the issues involved in thethe-

D2
the-

D2D-2D2- consideration , the Secretary declined to endorse thethe-

unique
the-

uniqueunique management concepts which are necessary toto-

provide

to-

provideprovide for a reasonable and thoughtful decision onon-

Alaska's
on-

Alaska.sAlaska'sAlaskasAlaska.s'. D-2D2- lands . As I have maintained in the past ,

flexibility and balance remain the key to a responsibleresponsible-
decision

responsible-
decisiondecision to the DD2D.2landsD2lands*.2 lands question . IJ will continue to seekseek-

that
seek-

thatthat balance andnd flexibility as Congress proceeds in itsits-

consideration

its-

considerationconsideration of this issue .
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