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In NovemberNo mber , 197619'76' , Joe MeMc GinnissGlnnlssGinnie , author of the bestbeat sellersener , THETIlE SELLINGSEUlNG OF THETHE-

PRESIDENT
THE-

PRESIDENTPRESIDENT 1968 , set off from Seattle by ferry to Alaska . For two yeanyeas , he travelledtraveUed from oneone-

end
one-

endend of the .state.tatetate to the other , gathering material for a book about it . The book , published in AuAu-

gust
Au-

gust
Au-Au¬-

gust of this veilvearveer ,. was GOING TO EXTREMES .
In McGinnissMcGinnis :' GOING TO EXTREMES , he does . SpecificallySpedflCllly , he goes to the superlativesJUperlativesuperlatives-

and

.
andsnd hyperbole . The blueberries on the Arctic tundratundn in September are """bigbig asu apples " ((p(p . 190)190) .
Howard Weaver writeswrite. ""asas"uu wellwen asu anyoneanyona on an AlaskanAIukan newspaper has everaver written " (

pp(p(p ., 213)213) .

When McGinnlsMcGinnis Is beginningbeglnnlns a hiking trip into the Brooks RangeRangelt, it is funfull of """"namelessnameless ," """uncUm-

bed
"unclim-

bed
"unclim-

bed
"unclim-"unclimunclim"uncUm-"uncUmuncUm-

bed " peaks , and hundreds of """unexploredunexplored " valleyvaIIeyavalleys* ((236)236) . """NoNo one - at feastIeutleast since the time of thethe-

ancient
the-

ancientindentancient EskimosEsldmos - had hiked up the valley that led to CodcedhitCocIcedhatCockedhat Mountain from the easteat" ((237)237)) .
The finalfll18l example in the preceding paragraph Is typicaltypkal: of McGinnissMcGinnis :' misleading , Inflated ,

slanted .style.tyletyle herein in more than one way . First of all , it givesg1\1e1g11e1\ the non-AlaskannonAlaskannon.A1asIcannonA1asIcan-. reader the feelingfee1lnfeeling-

that
&

thatthar there waswu a gap of time between the ancient and contemporary EskimosEakimosEskknos,, and during thisthJa gap-

no
gap-

no
ppgap

no one walked in the Brooks Range . This is patent foolishness ; current archeological digs JUpport-
the

supportJUpportsupport-
thethe idea that EskimosEsldmos and Athabascans have continually inhabitedinhabited AlaskaAlaslca forf01" a period ofofatat least
30,00030000, yearsyean . Secondly , there is no reason given for the clinching detail , """fromfrom"ttomttom the easteat ." We areare-
simply

are-
simplysimply to take this on trustUUS1 .

It is difficult for any AlaskanA\askanAaskan\ readerreadeT to take anything McGinniss has to say on trust , when hehe-
maIceI

he-

makesmakesmaIceI errors like describingdeaaiblng a marmot (a Cocker Spaniel sizeIize rodent of the mountain slopes ) asuas-

squirrellike
us-

qulrrel.likesquirrel-likesquirrellikesqulrrel.likesqulrrellike-. . Throughout GOING TO EXTREMES , McGinnissMcGinnisa teemsseems to shut his eyeseyea to truthtroth ,
seeing only what he wishes to see .

There are several factualfactualerrorserrors in the book . For example , the small , inset map at the begin-

ning
beginbegin-¬.-

ningnlng of the book has Ah/eskaAheskaAlyeska/ (the ski resort ) located in Muldoon - rather than Portage . On thethe-

large
the-

largelarge map , main map ., Palmer is located southJOuthJOuthofsouthofof Anchorage where Portage should be . In the text ,
Windsong , a new defunct real estate development , isit, according to McGinnissMcGinnss ' travelogue , locatedlocated-
inin the middlermddle of the Matanuska Valley - rather than along the river bank .

(ContinuedConttnUed on PagePaae Four )
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When

)

When McGlnmssMcGinniss descnbeddescribed towns he never seessees-

IIbranes
sees-

librariesIIbraneslibraries , churches , single lamfamilyy dwellings , schools ,

playgroundsygrounds But he habituallyhabltally!, counts bars , tratrailersers .,

reali Ed
! estate offices AccordingAccordmg to McGinrussMcGmrussMcGinniss , whenwhen-

approaching
when-

approachingapproaching Goldie'sGoldies' and the Montana Club in Anch-

orage
Anch-

orage
AnchAnch-¬-

orage ""youyou can smell the stale beer and piss a blockblock-

away
block-

awayaway " ( p 35)35) He specializes inm sordid , sensationalsensallonasensational-
detail

!
detadetail detadetail quick to sell books to the gullible , butbut-

not
but-

notnot quick to accuracyaccurncy EveryEveryNative"-"NativeNative-Native " McGinnissMcGlnrnss enen-

counters
en-

counters
en-en¬-

counters seems to be drunk ,. disorderly , discontented ,

and'orandor', foul-mouthedfoulmouthedfoul.mouthedfoulmouthed-. ""NativeNative " is in quotationquotallon marksmarks-

here
marks-

here
marks-

reherere because McGinmssMcGlnOlSSMcGinniss seems unfamunfamiliarlar with the dif-

ferent
dif-

icvein
dif-difdlf-.

icveinterenlferent aboriginalabong"alabongal," peoples of Alaska , unable to dIffer-

entiate
differ-

entiate
differdIffer-¬-

entiate among them ,. apparently they all look alike toto-

McGmnis

to-

h

to-

hID1

to-

nithhID1hID-
1McGmOls

nitnit-

McGinnisMcGmnisMcGmOlsMcGinnis portrays AlaskaAlaskaasas a get-nch-quickgetnchquickget-nch-qUlckqUlckget-rich-quickrichgetnchqUlck-
sUte

getrichquick-
state

- --
suitsUtestate We see very littlehttle of Alaskan homelifehomehfe , and aa-

grea

a-

greatgreagreatt dealdealofof Alaskan businessbusmess \<Veryery littlehttle of womenwomen-

and
women-

andandandch.chChildren.hddrenhddrendren ( the onlyonlywomanwoman he deigns to interviewmterVlew

is the widow ofofaa famous Mt . McKinley pilot ) , esta-

blIshed
esta-

blished
estaesta-¬-.

blished umverUruVersltleSuniversities" * , art , "the- cultural" ' '\life'e ofr "thethe-

The
*state"" * .

((TheThe jacket ddesign of the book reinforces thisthis-

portrait
slantedantedslanted-

portraitportrait , shsh-

parlor
showing a night-skynightsky- , a motel , and a massagemassage-

parlor
massage-

parlor
wageassage

parlor inm neon , with blue water in the foregroundlundound . )

All Alaskans seem to be (when not hikinglukutg thethe-

Range
BrooksBrooks-

Range
rooks

Range and encountering bears ) makingmakUlg moneyoney ,

thinkingthmkmg about making money , thinkingtlunkmg aboutatsit rere-

creation
reore-rereo-

creation
¬-

creation from makingmakmg money - like a remoteremote-

in

cabincabmcabin-

UIinUI the bush , harboring grudges , or consumingconsumUlg alal-

Depressing
alcoholalcohol-

Depressmg
oholcohol
oholkscoholice
:

DepressingDepressmg detailsdetldetlss are standard fare a Fairbanks-
fog

FairbanksFalfbanksks iceleelee-

fogfog is ""microscopicmicroscopic"mlCfoscoplCmlCfoscoplC particles of foulness , a blanketblanket-
frozen

ket ofoEof-

frozenfrozen ffilthth " ((43)43) .

Beyond the depressingdepreSSUlg detadetailss , McGinmssMcGmOlssMcGmniss ' nollon-

of
notionnollonotlonnotion-

of
otlonling

of the picturesque is to supply us the place namename-

every
lf11e ofof-

everyevery thingthUlg he encounters , repeatedly , untuntiluntil-

quite
we/IeIe/ areare-

qUItequite sick of Spenard , the KmkKrukKrick lRiverver , KuyukKuyuk-

Arctic
Kuyuktuvuktuvuk ,

ArcticArcllc , Brooks , Trembley Creek , the VitusVltuSVitus-

Hotel
BeringofBeringBermgBermg-

HotelHotel , and Front Street ; and to informmform us-

brand
us of thethe-

brand :brand name ofofeveryeveevery"' "Item'"" ""ffof rnM-u/Mthi-rrnMuMthircold.weathercoldweathercold-weathercoldweather-. / - rlnihmoclothmgclothing hehe-

dons
he-

dons
begbegandons inUI the couicourse of the book TlusThis may be an

, estaesta-¬-.
*state"" * .

slantedanted
massagewageassage

lundound . )

Brooksrooks
moneyoney ,

atsit rereore-re¬-

cabincabm
alcoholoholcohol:

oholkscoholice
ks icelee
ket ofoE

notionnollonotlonotlonling
namelf11e of

we/IeIe/ are
tuvuk ,

BeringofBeringBermg
of the:
be
begbeganan

he

attempt at establishingestabUshing verisimilitudeverisImI1itude , but much olofof-

state

of-

state thistJus is so unnecessaryunnecessarywe(we readersreadera can rememberremember-

anted

remember-

slanted where he is and what he itIs wearing for more than thethe-

assage

the-

wage space of three paragraphsparagrapha , after all) that it clogs thethe-

lund
the-

ound brainbram and grows wearisome .

McGinnissMcGmnissMcGinnis ' style-fullstylefullstyle-funfun- of sentence fragmentsfragrnenu - isis-

oney

is-

oney nearly unreadable , with absolutely no saving graces .

reoMcGmnissreMcGinnisMcGinnissMcGmnissMcGinnis may be known for his wit on talktalkshowsshows ,

but littlehttle of that wit carriescarnes over into this prose .,

The memorable portions of GOING TOTO-

ket
TO-

oE EXTREMES are , without exception , those in thethe-

words
the-

wordswords of persons other than the author : John Seiber-

ling
Seiber-

ling
Seiber-Seiber -.

ling on the significanceslgmficance of wild Alaska (pp(pp . 220-222)220222)222- ) ,

Ray Bane on a hidden valley ((280)280) , Rowland Snod-

Ie

Snod-

grass

Snod-

grass

Snod-Snod-.

grass on the lure ofofhfelife in Palmer ((172-5)(1721725)5(172.5)172.51725I 12.S12S-. ) , and a trap-

per's
traptrap-trapt-

uvuk
-¬-

per'spers' 1939 diarydial)' ((pppp . 128-30)12830)30- ) .

theToTo sum up , GOING TO EXTREMES is a pot-

attempt
pot-

beg
pot-pot-.thebean-

continuinganboboboilerer , an obvious: attempt by Knopf to cash in on thethe-

continwngcontinwngcontinuing mterestinterest In books about Alaska , an InterestInterest-

brought
interest-

broughtbrought to its most recent peak three years ago byby-

John
by-

JohnJohn McPhee'sMcPhees' COMING INTO THE COUNTRY .

GOING TO EXTREMES is a particularly noxious andand-

bitter
and-

bitterbitter book .
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ARTISTS OF THE TUNDRA AND THE SEASEA-

by
SEA-

by
SEA-

byby Dorothy Jean Ray ,. UniversityUnivenityUnivenityofof Washington 'reaP-

aperback
Press'rearea!'Press-

Paperback
Press-

PaperbackPaperback reprint , 1980 . Original Publication , 1961 .

ThisTIus is a reprintingrepnntmg of Dorothy Jean Ray'sRays' classic bookbook-

about
book-

aboutabout the carvers of Northwestern Alaska . It is a classicclassic-

m
classic-

ininm many irespects . First , it has withatoodwithstood the test ofof-

time
of-

timetime . For nmany, years , thtsthis has been the book on EskimoEskimo-

carving
Eskimo-

carvmgcarvingcarvmg , and now it is available in a& lessleIS expensive paper-
back

paperpaper-¬.-
back editionedl110n . Secondly , the original work waswu writtenwritten-
after

written-
afterafter careful research and actual Heldfield observationobservation-observationIn.- InIn-

addition
In-

additionaddition to lookinglookingoverover the museum collectionscollectiona , Dorot-

hy
DorotDorot-¬.-

hy studiedstudled the archaeologicalarchaeologlca1archaeologlca1andarchaeologicalandand historical rereportareports' onon-

this
on-

this
"

thisthisareaarea of Alaska . She spent an entire sumsummer 00-

semog
ob-

serving
00-00ob-ob-

servingsemog the artistsartlsta at work ., Finally , theshe writes with clar-

ity
clarclar-¬.-

ity and simplicity , but with a sincere understandingunderatandlng ofof-

whole
of-

wholewhole role of art in Eskimo life . There are more than aa-

hundred
a-

hundred"indredindredhundred" photographsphotograplu and illustrationsmustratlona whichwluch give thethe-

ader
the-

reader
the-

readerreaderader a deeper understandingunderatand1ng of the traditionstradltiona that gavegave-
le

gave-

rise
gave-

rueruerisele to this beautiful art form .
Traditionally ,. these people have had to live and workwork-
in

work-
inin a very difficult environment . They learned to be prac-
Ileal

prac-

aitisttc

prac-
tical

prac-prac-

Ilealtical , innovative , hardworking . Yet they showed a fine-

artistic
flOefineflOe-

artIStIcaitisttcartIStIc appreciation of thethematerialmaterial and ideasIdeu they want-
ed

want-
ed

want-

or
want-want-

edtheyhaveto express . To compete In the modemmodern worldor Id , they
have modlfiedmodifiedodified their worksworlcs to fit the market place . ThIs-
is

ThisThis-
isis not necessarily a corruption of the old art forms , butbut-
aa way of combining the old ways and the nenew situation .

SinceSmce"HappyJackthe turn of the century and the days of ""HappyHappy
Jack " AngokwashukAngokwasltuk , they have come up with new Ideu-
but

ideasIdeuideas-
butbut shape them with the same skillski1l and beauty thatthat-
has

that-
hashas always been characteristic of Eskimo art .

For onyone who wants to know the whole story ofof-
Eskimo

of-
EslmnoEslmnoEskimo carvmgcarving , or for teachers of Native arts and crafts ,
or for those who just enjoy goodguodguodreadingreareadingmg , this new nre-

lease
reore-rereo-

lease
-

lease of the Artists of the Tundra and the Sea is aa-

"must
a-

.Must"."mustmust.Must-.Must.Mus-

tWallace

."-

Wallace M . OlsonOlson-

Umverslty
Olson-

UniversityUniversityUmverslty of Alaska , Juneau


