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MERRELINEMERREUNE KANGAS , leftJeft and Ragine PilotPiIot'preparePiIotpreparePilot"preparePilotprepare'"

prepare forfor-
the

for-
thethe first annual meeting of MineelghaadzaMineeJgJlaadza , Limited , atat-
Koyukuk

at-
KoyukukKoyukuk . The two young women went overover 100 milesmiles-
up

miles-
upup and down the Yukon to get to the meeting and helphelp-
collect

help-
collectcollect proxies .

' - Photo by MARGIE BAUMAN

KoyukukKoyuJuk, Gears Up for Annual MeetMeet-MeetMe-
etMineel

Me-
etMineelghaadzha

-
MineelffhaadzhaMineelghaadzhaMineel haadzha Gathers Proxies

By MARGIE BAUMANBAUMAN-
KOYUKUK

BAUMAN-
KOYUKUK

BAUMAN-
KOYUKUKlongflatbottomedKOYUKUK -- A long-flatlongflat-

bottomedbottomedriverriver boat movedmoved-
swiftly

moved-
swiftlyswiftly up the Yukon River toto-toto-
ward

to-
ward

¬-

ward the Bishop Mountain fishfish-
camp

fish-
campcamp , as smoke from a forestforest-
fire

forest-
firefire miles to the north at HusliaHuslia-
moved

Huslia-
movedmoved in , blurring the rail bebe-bebe-
hind

be-
hind

¬-

hind .

Overhead the eveningevenmg sun,

cloudedcloud d by smoke , was an eerieeerie-
red

eerie-
redred and those in the boat rere-rere-
laxed

re-
laxed

¬-

laxed , talking over the noise ofof-
the

of-
thethe boat motor and rush of airair-
created

air-
createdcreated by thethl' speed of the boatboat-
through

boat-
throughthrough the'calmthecalmthe'cJlmthecJlmthe'calrnthecalrn' waters .

Aboard were Ragine Pilot ofDfDf-
Koyukuk

of-
KoyukukKoyukuk and Merreline KangasKangas-
of

Kangas-
ofof Galena , in the midst of a lastlast-

tnp
last-

triptriptnp to gather proxies beforebe fore thethe-
first

the-
firstfirst annual meeting ofof-
MlOeclglwadza

of-
MineelghaadzaMineelghaadzaMlOeclglwadza , Limited , the NaNa-NaNa-
tive

Na-
tive

¬-

tive villagevilla e corporation of KoyKoy-Koy-
ukuk

Koy-
ukuk

¬-

ukuk ..

ItItwaswas late Sunday , July 1414-
and

14-
andand the annual meeting was setset-
for

set-
forfor mid-afternoonmidafternoon- the next day ,

at the communityconul1unity hall of thethe-
Athabascan

the-
AthabascanAthabascan village , more than
40 miles down river from GalenaGalena-
onon the Yukon .

The two women had set outout-
Friday

out-
FridayFriday evening from Galena forfor-
Koyukuk

for-
KoyukukKoyukuk , arrived there earlyearly-
SaturdaySaturdayearlySaturdayto make last-lastlastminute-.- minuteminute-
preparations

minute-
preparationspreparations for the meeting .,

Now , to be sure all eligibleeligible-

stockholdersstockholderstockholders of Mineelghaadza,
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Limited would be votingvating , theythey-
headed

they-
headedheaded forfar fish camps where aa-
number

a-
numbernumber of the stockholdersstackhalders we'rewerewe're-
busy

were-
busy

'

busy catcatchingclung , cutting and drydry-dry-
ing

dry-
ing

¬-

ing fish for their winter foodfoadfoad-
supply

food-
supplysupply .

It was , they figured , all partpart-
of

part-
ofof the job . Ragine , sub-regionalsubregionalsub-regianalregianalsubregianal-
representativ

subregional-
representative

-

representativerepresentativ for the TananaTanana-
Chiefs

Tanana-
ChiefsChiefs Conference at Galena ,

was the interim chairman forfor-
the

for-
thethe business corporation at herher-
village

her-
villagevillage .

Merreline , as sub-regionalsubregional- reprep-rep-
resentative

rep-
resentative

¬-

resentative for Doyon , Limited ,

was going alongalang to be sure allall-
business

all-
businessbusiness at the meeting was inin-
accordance

in-
accordanceaccordance with the state lawslaws-

governlllg

laws-

governinggoverninggovernlllg corporatecarparate business inin-
Alaska

in-
AlaskaAlaska .

The law 'requiresrequires
'

requires , among othath-athoth-ath-
er

oth-
er

¬-

er things , thattJlat a quorum be eses-eses-
tablished

es-
tablished

¬-

tablished by persons present oror-
voting

or-
votingvoting by proxy , beforebefar , thethe-
meeting

the-
meetingmeeting can even begin . '

In the case ofaf Koyukuk , with
' 168 persons enrolled and 141141-
eligible

141-
eligibleeligible to vote , a quorum ofaf71af71-
was

7171-
was,was necessary . MoreMare importantimpartant ,

Ragine and Merreline were anan-anan-
xious

an-
xious

¬-

xious that no stockholdersstockhalders loselaselase-
the

lose-
thethe right to. votevate because of thethe-
necessity

the-
necessitynecessity of being in fish camp .,

It was about midnight whenwhen-
they

when-
theythey and several friends reachedrereached-
Bishop

chedched-
BishopBishop MountainMo.untain. , after a quickquick-
stop

quick-
stopstop at Last Chance , downriverdownriver-
fram

downriver-
fromfromfram Koyukuk.. Just aboutabout-
everyane

about-
everyoneeveryoneeveryane at the fish camp waswas-
still

was-
stillstill up , waiting to haul in grogra-gragro-gra-
ceries

gro-
ceries

¬-

ceries arriving by boatbaat fromfrom-
Galena

from-
GalenaGalena .

The visitors were greeted withwith-
enthusiasm

with-
enthusiasmenthusiasm and after they checkcheck-check-
ed

check-
ed

¬-

ededwithwith several families and filledfilled-
in

filled-
inin more proxy formsfarms , Ragine ,

Merreline and the rest of their -.

party sat downdawn to a tasty midmid-mid-
night

¬.-

night snack offreshly dried stripsstrips-

of
strips-

ofof king salmonsalmo)1salmo1) and hot coffee ,.

boiledbailed overaver an open campfirecampfire-campfire-
An

. -

"AnAn". An hour laterlaterMerrelineJvlerre.MerreMerre., line andand-
Jagine

and-
RagineRagineJagine{ were offaff againagain'headingagainheading, 'headingheading'heading-

2

'

\22.212\. miles downriverdo.wrrivcrdowrrivcr. again 'forfor'fofo'' "
."

Koyukuk and some sleep beforebefore-

the
before-

thethe meeting began . The boatboat-
was

boat-
waswas beached and everyoneeveryane wentwent-
asho.re

went-
ashoreashoreasho.re. , up the steep bank to. thethe-
lag

the-
logloglag houseshaus s ofaf Koyukuk , forfar somesome-
coffee

some-
coffeecoffee and then sleep .

In the morning again , MerreMerre-Merre-
line

Merre-
line

¬-

line and Ragine Visited homes inin-
the

in-
thethe village , reminding ' everyoneeveryone-
of

everyone-
ofof the meeting . Many chosechase simsim-sim-

ply
sim-

ply
¬-

ply to votevate by proxy , thoughthaughthaugh-
they

though-
theythey attended the meeting ,.

Ragine gave a shortshart reportrepartrepart-
on

report-
onon land selection for the village '.,

- a selectionseleltio.nseleltion; . which must be

completedcamplcteJ by December ofaf
1974 . She alsoals notednated that initi-initiiniti"all-

y
initi-

ally
initi-

ally

-
"-
ally

a-lly--
ally

a-lly"-
ally Mineelghaadza , Limited hadhad-
been

had-
beenbeen alloted $138,000138000$ , underunder-
the

under-
thethe Alaska Native Claims SettleSettle-Settle-
ment

¬.-

ment Act and that the mone'ymoneymanmoney-
had

'yy-

hadhad been placed in the bank forfarfar-
the

for-

thethe village by DoyonDoyan , Limited ,

to. draw interest utitiluntil the peoplepeople-
decided

people-
decideddecided howhaw theytheytheywishedwished toto-
spend

to-
spendspend and invest itit..

The stockholders accomplishaccomplish-accomplish-
ed

¬.-

edcd in shortshart order their responrespo.n-respo.nrespon-respo.n-
sibility

respon-
sibility

. ¬-

sibility for the meeting - thethe-

electian
the-

electionelectionelectian of the first board ofof-
directors

of-
directorsdirectors ofaf Mineelghaadza ,

Limited .

Reminded by Ragine thattthat-
those

ha tt-

thosethose elected would be handling
$138,000138000$13'8,000$' , "ofof"afaf" your money ," thethe-
villagers

the-
villagersvillagers nominated a totaltotalofof
12 people to. serve onan the{he board .,

..- The names were placed onan aa-

sheet
a-

sheetsheet of paper fromfro.m. a legal padpad-
and

pad-
andand pinned to the log wall ofof-
the

of-
thethe community hall as the stockstock-stock-
holders

tock ¬.-

holdershalders voted .

Those elected were GeraldGerald-
Pilot

Gerald-
PilotPilot , LooLeo Lolnitz , Leo. Kriska ,

JoeJae Nelson ,. Franklin Dayton ,

William Dayton Jr . ,. Alvin DayDay-Day-
ton

Day-
ton

¬-

ton , Flora Edwin and RagineRagin-
ePilot

Ragine-

PilotPilot.. The new . board was exex-exex-
pected

¬.-

pected to meetmeetmeetwithinwithin severalseveral-

weeks

several-

weeksweeks to elect its officers .,

But if the villagers hadhadnc'athadneatne'at-ne'atneatnc'atncatneat-ne'at-
ly

neat-
ly

'' -.

lyIy accomplishedaccomphshed their job , therethere-
were

there-
werewere still questions in their mindsnminds-
concerning

ndsnds-
concerningconcerning the fullfullscapefullscopescopescape of aa-
business

a-
businessbusiness corporationcorparation ., There isisnoisno-
ward

nono-
wordwordward in the Athabascan lanIanlan-lanlan-
guages

¬.-
guages forlar "stockholderstockholder"stocldlolderstocldlolder" " andand-
the

and-
thethe whole conceptcancept of'theoftheQ- "theQ- theo-"theo-the(("'" corcarcor-cor-
porate

¬.-

porate process has been a bitbit-
confusingconfusingonfusing to. the people in thisthis-
small

this-
smallsmall village .

"SomeSome" peoplepeaple stillstillwantwant toto-
know

to-
knowknow 'whatwhat.what'. is a stockholdersto.ckholder. ,

,' " ,

said Liza Jones ,. a stockholderstockhalderstockhalder-
who

stockholder-
whowho will this fall be teachingteaching-
Ath

teaching-
AthabascanAthabascanAth bascan at the UniversityUlllversity ofof-
Alaska

of-
AlaskaAlaska . AtlhoughAtlhaugh the basics ofof-
the

of-
thethe land claims settlement havehave-
been

have-
beenbeen discussedfscussed before at KoyuKoyu-Koyu-
kuk

Koyu-
kuk

¬-

kuk , somesame stockholdersstackholdcrs: stillstill-
aren't

still-
aren't

,

aren'tarent' sure about them , saidsaidsaid-
Liza

said-
LizaLiza .

TheThc problemsprablems of educatingeducating-
the

educating-
hethe( he people on the( lie business ofof-

running
of-

runningrunning a corporationcarparatian ,, let alonealone-
the

alone-
thethe basics ofaf the land claimsclaims-
act

claims-
actact , is of courseco.urse. riotriatnot unique toto-
Ko.yukuk

to-
KoyukukKoyukukKo.yukuk. . AlongAlang with the sucsuc-suc-
cessful

suc-
cessful

¬-

cessful financial'financial'
management ofof-

aa land claims corporation ,. thisthis-
educatianal

this-
educationaleducationaleducatianal demand is one ofof-
the

of-
thethe biggest challenges facing thethe-
land

the-
landland claimsclaim corporationscarporatianscorporation's' todaytaday\taday.\
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