
Asks Quick ReversalReversal-Revers-
alFood

Revers-
alFood

-
Food Stamp Cutoff

ANCHORAGE - SenatorSenator-
Mike

Senator-
MikeMike Gravel (Democrat-AlaskaDemocratAlaska- )

today urged "quickquick" reversal " ofof-
an

of-
anan Agriculture DepartmentDepirtment; dede-dede-
cision

de-
cision

¬-

cision to reduce Or cut off foodfood-
stamps

food-
stampsstamps for anyny Natives who rere-rere-

ceive

re-

ceive

¬-

ceive payments under,. the ClaimsClaims-
Settlement

Claims-
SettlementSettlement Act..

In a letter to Secretary of AgAg-AgAg-

riculture
Ag-

riculture
¬-

riculture Earl Butz , Senator GraGra-Gra-
vel

Gra-
vel

¬-

velvelstatedstated thatth t "itit"it was not the inin-inin-

tention
¬.-

tentiontentlOn of Congress to have thesethese-
payments

these-
paymentspayments considered as personalpersonal-
lIlcome

personal-
incomeincomelIlcome in deciding eligibility forfor-
various

for-
variousvarious government benefit propro-propro-
grains

¬-

'gramsgramspro'grams'
gramsgrains .

"
Gravel , a long-timelongtime- critic ofof-

Administration
of-

AdministrationAdministration food policy andand-
last

and-
lastlast year'syears' wheat dealdealwithwith RusRus-Rus-

Sia

Rus-

sia

¬-

sia , said today thattha t the AgriculAgricul-Agricul-

ture
Agricul-

ture

¬-

ture decision "smackssmacks" of thethe-
same

the-
samesame disregarddlSfegarQ for tliethe mi'ddle-mi'ddlemiddlemfddle-mfddlemiddle-mi'ddle-

and

mfddle-

and
middle-

and

'
-

and lower-incomelowerincomelower.incomelowerincome-. citizens thatthat-
we

that-
wewe all saw so clearly in111in-'thein-the' the SoSo-SoSo-

viet

So-

viet

¬-

viet grain exports .,"
"''II'1 had hoped that the AdminAdmin-Admin-

IstratIOn

Admin-

istration

¬-

istration learned its lesson lastlast-

year
last-

yearyear , and that the fleecing of thethe-
U

the-
UU . S . consumer had reached ' anan-
end

an-
endend ," said the Senator.. "ButBut" thisthis-

'latest
this-

latestlatest'latest' action is a cleatclearclea indicationiridicationirtidicationiridication-
tha

irtidication-
thatthattha t those most in needneedwillwill bebe-
the

be-
thethe first to suffer whenever MrMr..

ButzButl and Mr.. Nixon attempt toto-
II 'balancebalance' the budgetbudge!'' .:"'

Citing anotherana ther decision by thethe-
DepaJtment

the-
DepartmentDepartmentDepaJtment of Health,, EducaEduca-Educa-
tion

Educa-
tion

¬-

tion , and WelWelreiSeiiatQrGraWelfuWelfarereiSeiiatQrGra-reiSeiiatQrGrareiSeiiatQrGra-
vel

, _Senator.! tQr _Gra-GraGra-

vel

Gra-

vel

-

vel arguedargued" tliatt1atthatt1 at Claims paymentspayments-
areare not taken into account whenwhen-
establishing

when-
establishingestablishing eligibility for SupSup-Sup-
plemental

Sup-
plemental

¬-

plemental Security Income (SSISS !))
benefits or for Aid to FamiliesFamilies-
with

Families-
withwith Dependent ChildrenCltildrenCltildren-
AFDC

Children-
AFDC(AFDC ) . Both the SSI and AFDC

programsprogrprogramsms are administeredldmimstered byby-
HEW

by-
HEWHEW . .

In Anchorage today ., SenatorSenator-
Gravel

Senator-
GravelGravel said that "TheThe" AlaskaAlaska-
Native

Alaska-
NativeNative Fund was to be recogrecog-recog-
nized

recog-
nized

¬-

nized as a paymentpaym nt by the govgov-govgov-

ernment
gov-

ernment
¬-

ernment for certain landslands-landslands-

nothing
-

- nothing else ._ .,

"TheThe" Agriculture decision , ifif-
it

if-
itit is not reversed , will work aa-

grea
a-

greatgreatgrea t hardship on
'

those who cancan-

least

can-

leastleast afford it : those Natives atat-
the

at-
thethe lower end of the economiceconomic-
ladder

economic-
ladderladder ,

" declared the Senator .

"I'mIm"" '' particularly'' worried .aboutabout,.about.about-
the

about-
thethe many who cannot obtainobtain-
steadyempIQyment

obtain-
steadysteadysteadyempIQymentemployment.. "

The Senator also noted thatthat-
many

that-
manymany State-runStaterunSta te-runterun- welfare programsprograms-
do

programs-
dodo notnot count payments from thethe-
Native

the-
NativeNative Fund in providing AssistAssist-Assist-
ance

¬.-

ance
,

to eligibleeUgible recipients .


