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ItItItwasIt was aaijoyijoyjoyoy tot wawalchwatchch AuntAunt-
Murnangeena

Aunt-
MuntangeenalinMurnangeenaiinMurnangeenanMurnangeena\MurnangeenaMuntangeenalin\ \nn\ her performanceperfrmanceperfrmance-
as

performance-
as

?
as a modelmodelwifewife . It was pot}

' iot hardhard-
for

hard-
forfor her ., becausebecause , basic&llybasicllybasically& , sheshe-
was

she-
waswas sweetnatured and tendertender-
hearted

tender-
heartedhearted .

. The reasonrreasonason was that herher-
hus5and

her-
husbandhusbandhus5andhusband , NayukukNa ukukjukuk% , duringdurngdu1 )ing thethe-
past

the-
pastpast

, month , liadhad done stjmesome rere-rere-
markable

re-
markable

¬-

markable thingstilings when hihishit$ villagevillage-

needed
village-

neededneeded himlml m most .

She was teridertender as she
'

servedserved-
him

served-
himhim his food . She .,

lovingly10vingly
,

rere-rere-
paired

re-
paired

¬-

paired his clothing and sheshelook-shelookshelook-
ed

, looklook-look-
ed

¬-

ededafterafter hishishiscomfortcomfort.. She waswas-

tender
was-

tendertender in every way to brhrh :r hushus-hus-
band

¬.-

band . Uncle N'ayukukNayukukN
'

yukuk tcpkt *ok allall-
this

all-
thisthis attention inil,1il1ip, his usualusua manman-man-
ner

¬.-

nernerwithout-withoutwithout'wjthoutwjthout'without-' cjommentcomment; or ac-acac-
Jcnowledgement

ac-
Mowledgement

ac-
knowledgement.C

-

JcnowledgementMowledgement\Mowledgementknowledgement.CknowledgementCMowledgementHeknowledgement.CHe..[\ He eithereith r satsat-

quietly
sat-

quietlyquietly or went ' aboutbou t hi $ busbus-bus-
iness

bus-
mess

¬-

- inessmess without evereveverr changing liishislhis-

expression
ss-

expressionexpression whilewl le his wife gavegave-
l

gave-

himhiml m her loving attentions .
'

Homely'Homely' AttentionAttention-
It

,.

It was hard to1toi figure outout\whyoutwhyoutwhy-
Murnangeena

\; whywhy-

MumangeenaMumangeenaMurnangeena neverneverneier seemed tot-oo
to-

mindmindond when shehe failedfai1ed: to getanygetany-
response

getany-
response

:;

response forforrforherr"' herheraffections
'-

affections
a-

ffections
'

: affections .;! InIn-InIn-

stead
¬.-

stead , she seemed to savor givinggiving-

every

giving-

everyevery bit of itit.. PerhapstJerhaps she andand-
Uncle

and-
UncleUncle Nayukuk had little secretssecrets-
of

secrets-
ofof their own that no one everever-

knew
ever-

knewknew aboutaaboutout ., At anyilny ., rate, , JLQ.toto.,toto-
watch', watch Mumangeena givinggivJ1g attenatten-atten-
tion

atten-
tion

¬-

tion to her husband was amusing ,

poignant , homely , all at the samesame-

time
same-

timetime .

I used to get impatientiimpatientpatient withwith-
Uncle

with-
UncleUncle Nayukuk when AuntAunt-
Mumangeena

Aunt-
MumangeenaMumangeena was so attentiveattentive-
and

attentive-
andand mentally urged him , "WhyWhy"Why-
don't

"Why-
don't

"

don'tdont' you hug Aunt MumanMurnan-MurnanMuman-Murnan-

geena

Muman-

geena

¬-

geena or something ? " However ,

, it was an impossible wish andand-
NayukukNayukuk keptker-tkert- right on being stosto-sto-
lid

sto-
lid

¬-

lid , silent , unattentive , expresexpres-expres-
sionless

¬.-

sionless to his wife'swifes' attentions .

Lean Period BeginsBegins-
The

Begins-
TheThe story began during thethe-

month
the-

monthmonth of February . It was oneone-
of

one-
ofof those times when the ArcticArctic-
refused

Arctic-
refusedrefused to yield or yielded grudgrud-grud-

gingly

grud-

gingly

¬-

gingly . The weather in turn waswas-

bitterly
was-

bitterlybitterly cold , highhighwindswinds , blizbliz-bliz-

zards
bliz-

zards
¬-

zards ., HuntersI1unters of the village ofof-
Tigara

of-
TigaraTigara were having difficultydifficulty-
bringing

difficulty-
bringingbringing in game needed forfor-
food

for-
foodfood . They went out day afterafter-
day

after-
dayday and came back empty-handemptyhandempty-hand-emptyhand-
ed

- ¬-

ed . Food supplies became lowlow-
and

low-
andand many peoplep ople began to feel

hunger.ashungerashunger .,
as days wentwent on-onon-

SurprisinglyjWelloff

-'.. '

;)"

I

SurprisinglyjWell-offSurprisinglyjWelloffSurprisinglyjWelloff-
It

SurprisinglySurprisinglyfWell-ofSurprisinglyfWellof! 'VIVI''VIee l-oflof- ff-
It

f-
itIt was aII littleIittle

,
differentdifferent ,

in ourour-
sod

our-
sodsod igloo . SurprisinglySurprisi gly , wejwerewe\.wewe.wewe.wewe-werewewerewewere-

better
\.- ee-

betterbetter off than somesome of the famfam-fam-
ilies

fam-famfam-
ilies

¬-

ilies because Uncle Nayukuk waswas-

one
was-

oneone of the few ., menm'enmen' whowha.., . waswas-
able

was-
ableable to bring homehhomesealsm seals 'Occas-'OccasOccas'Occas-
sionally

'cc' 9ccas-9ccas9ccas-
sionalIy

ccas-ccasccas-
sionally

-

. . '
, ,

'sionallysionalIysionally-
sionallyBefore

-"- '
Beforefore the lean Periodperioderlod began ,

there waswas , as usualusualJrequentpef-usualJrequentpefusualJrequentpefi-
ods

, ,frequenttfrequentfrequenttper, perper-per-
iods

¬-

iods of nagging onor ' the partpart ofof-
Aunt

of-
AuntAunt MumangeenaMumangeena duelue to UncleUncle-
Nayukuk's

Uncle-
Nayukuk'sNayukuk'sNayukuks' lackadaisical attitudeattitude-
towards

attitude-
towardstowardstowardshunting-huntinghunting'hunting-' . His philosophyphiophilosophy-
seemed

) ophyophy-
seemedseemed to have been that as longlong-

asas there was food in thdjthdjvillagethcivillageth ! villageviIlage ,

he would do as little as possible .

He got away with it too , underunder-
protest

under-
protestprotest , of course1cocoursers ,. to an Amazingmazingamazing-
degree

mazing-

degreedegree or until his wife1wifelwifewifelwould' wouldwould-
get

would-
getget so aggravated that she mightn1ightmighttn1igh-
tburst

might-

tburstburst a blood vessel..
UnwillingUnwillingBeggarUnwillingBeggar-

During

'
'
,
BeggarBeggar-

During

,

During betterbet1er tqmesltmessqmeslintmessinjmes}
, in the Vilvil-vil-

lage

¬.-

lage , much to her digust , AuntAunt-
Mumangeena

Aunt-
MumangeenaMumangeena was forever'foreyerforeyer'forever' bringbring-bring-
ing

¬'-
ing home piecespiedespie 'eses' 0fof<> f meatn1eatneat fromfrom-
other

from-
otherother families . Some womenwomenlikewomenlike-
my

women , likelike-
mymy mother and Murhangeena'sMurhangeenasMumngeena'sMumangeenaMum ngeena'sngeenasngeena's-
sister

ss-
sister

'
sister , Keshorna , came to mockmock-
her

mock-
herher and berate her for being nono-nono-
tl

no-
thing

¬-

thingtl ng but a common beggar .

"WhatWhat" have youyouyougotgot for a hushus-hus-
band

hus-
band

¬-

band , a walrus? AllAU he seem toto-
want

to-
wantwant to do is bask in the sunsun-
and

sun-
andand doze . And when hungerhunger-
forces

hunger-
forcesforces him , he gets a few clams ,"
mother would tellteU my aunt..

"SisterSister" , you are cruel to saysay-

things
say-

thingsthings like thatthat'aboutthatabout'' about my NayuNayu-Nayu-

kuk
Nayu-

kuk

¬-

kuk . He has a delicatedelica te health andand-
he

and-
hehe has not been feeling wellwell-
lately

well-
latelylately ," Mumangeena alibied forfor-
her

for-
herher husband .

"HmHm"himhim" , he'shes' the healthiest looklook-look-
ing

ook-ookook-
ing

¬-

ing sick min.IminImfn.ImfnImdn.ImdnI: .
. have ever seen ,"

mother retorted .

Sister was CausticCaustic-
Keshorna

Caustic-
Keshorna

Caustic-
KeshornaKeshorna never turned MumMum-Mum-

angeena

Mum-

angeena

¬-
'-
make

m-

ake
'-
makeher

'
angeena down but would makemake-

herher squirm before she gave her aa-

piece
a-

piecepiece of seal , oogruk , polar bearbear-
or

bear-
oror caribou meat..

Although feeling that therethere-
would

there-
wouldwould be little or no chance ofof-
returning

of-
returningrereturningturn ing the favor , MumangeenaMumangee-
nas

Mumangeena-
saidsaidsidwithsaidwithid with honest convictibnconvictionconvictibn-
"Sister

conviction-
"Sister"SisterSister" , you will get every bit asas-

much
as-

muchmuch back when my NayukukNayukuk-
gets

Nayukuk-
getsgets well ."

"WhenWhen" , when we'rewere' all dead ? "

, ,

"YouYou'You". ' shouldsho l (} nevernever talk like '

t-.thatt-that., ' .thatthatiha'tihat.
, ' to your1your' older sister . WhatWhat-
is

What-
i

What-
isisiis$ ' thisthis'gerierationthisgerieration'-generation

g-

eneration'generation comingcoo ng to001? InIn-
our

In-
out

In-
out

.

ourout mother'smothersmc;> ther'sthers' and father'sfathersfathe'sfathes
, , ,'

' ' daydaysdays-
things

,

., things '-

were
w-

ere'

were never likelike this !" ,

Aunt Mumangeena reprimanded .,

, ., "WeWe" didn'tdidnt' have NayukuksNayulcuksNayukuks-
those

Nayulcuks-
those

Nayukuks-
thosethose days either ,:""' KeshornaKeshorna-
quickly

Keshorna-
quickly

Keshorna-
quicklyquickly answeredansweransweredd . , '

t.
Aunt MumangeenaMumangeena1ftlet1ftlei1ftoleioutouto \ aa-

pitiful
a-

pitifulpitiful cry thatthat sounded like aa-
sob

a-
sobsob . She clutchedclutched the preciousprecious-
p

precious-
e

precious-
piedepieppiedee<iee of meat and walked outout-
the

out-
thethe door ,. TheT e biting remarksreremarksrks herher-
sister

her-
sistersister hadhad"mhadmhad"madehadmade"" madede rankledranJ< led heiher onon-
the

on-
thethe way home . When sheslesite; walkedwalked-
int

walked-
intointoint the igloo , she didn'tdidnt' noticenoticenotice-
that

notice-
thatthat Uncle Nayukuk was cleanc1earl-c1earlclean-c1earl-
ing

clean-
ing

¬-

ing hisl s 30-3030-- carbine . She slamslam-slamslam-

med

slam-

med

¬-

med into her husbandhlJsband, withoutwithout-
loo

without-
looking '-while

w-

hile'-while
w-

hile'lookingloo ing at him while getting
'

ready to cook the meat..
SurprisedSurprised-

"There
Surprised-

"There
,

"ThereThere"ThereThere" you are ! Are yduyouy u sick ?

You'reYoure' the healthiest lookinglooking-
sick

looking-
sicksick dog I have ever seen . YouYou-
are

You-
areare - oh , you'reyoure' cleaning youryour-
supootin

your-
supootinsupootin gun((gun) . " "-' >

:

MumangeenaMumangeena changed thethe-
tone

the-
tonetone off her voice in an instant,,

..
"LetLet" me cook this meatmeat-

quickly
meat-

quicklyquickly and we'llwellwe'UweU' have a nicenice-
meal

nice-
mealmeal.. The weather is cold nownow-
bUt

now-
butbut

,
it will be a nice day.. tomortomor-tomor-

row
tomor-

row

¬-

row . Are ., you going hunting toto-toto-
morrow

to-
morrow

¬-

morrow ? " she asked quietly .

"I'llIll"I'UIU" ' see how I feetfeel in thethe-
morning

the-
morningmorning ," Nayukuk said .

This was usuallyusua11y an excellentexceUentexceUent-

sign

excellent-
signsign that Uncle Nayukuk wouldwould-
be

would-
bebe going hunting the next mornmorn-morn-
ing

morn-
ing

¬-

ing . Knowing this , MumangeenaMumangeena-

chattered
Mumangeena-

chatteredchattered happily . Her vehevehe-vehe-
mence

vehe-
mence

¬-

mence was gone completely andand-
the

and-
thethe atmosphere in the little sodsod-
igloo

sod-
iglooigloo "' became easy and1and' comfortcomfort-comfort-
ing

comfort-
ing

¬-

ing . .

Strangely DistinctiveDistinctive-
Shortly

Distinctive-
Shortly

Distinctive-
ShortlyShortly after this episode , unun-unun-

favorable
un-

favorable
¬-

favorable hunting conditions des ¬.,

cended upon the village . ItIt-
brought

It-
broughtbrought with it an amazingamazing-
change

amazing-
changechange in Uncle Nayakuk . HeHe-
became

He-
becamebecame a hunter and a greatgreat-
one

great-
oneone . There was somethingsomething-
strangely

something-
StrangelyStrangely inspirational about thethe-
man

the-
man .man .

Nayukuk was a distinctivedistinctive-
looking

distinctive-
lookinglooking man . He was handsome .

His reticence seemed to fit himIhim-
perfectly

mm-
perfectlyperfectly . He hadhadratherrather large ,

intelligent , melancholy eyes thatthat-
gave

that-
gavegave himIm an air of asceticism-asceticismasceticism-
The

..-.
The rest ofof,

his face was fine andand-
he

and-
hehe had aadensedensedense black mustache .

His figure was straight , not fat ,

not skinny - a wellproportionedwellwellproportioned-
masculine

proportionedproportioned-
masculinemasculine build . He was about 55-

feet
5-

feetfeet 7 inches talltal1 .

There was another quality a-aa-

bout
aa-

bout

-.

bout Uncle Nayukuk . He apap-ap-
parently

ap-
parently

-¬-

parently did not fear man oror-
beast

or-
beastbeast.. He was largely left to hishis-

own
his-

ownown designs . No one joshed himhim-
to

him-
toto his face butbur' he was subject ofof-
much

of-
muchmuch amusement behind hishis-
back

his-
backback .

Nayukuk hunted . Every manman-
in

man-
inin the village hunted and some ofof-
them

of-
themthem were occassionallyoccassional1y successsuccess-success-
ful

¬.-

ful . So was Nayukuk .

As days went by , alla11 the menmen-
ceasedceasedeased to take any game -= exex-exex-
cept

¬.-
cept Uncle Nayukuk . Every fewfew-
days

few-
daysdays hehewould-wouldwould-, come home withwith-
aa seal ,. sometimes two . When hehe-
came

he-
camecame home , his eyebrows , lasheslsheslshes-
and

lashes-
and

;!and his mustache would be covcov-cov-
ered

cov-
ered

¬-

ered with hoarfrost from the bitbit-bitbit-
ter

¬.-
'

. .ter cold--coldcold..- -,
'

coldDetermined
DeterminedDeterminDetermined HunterHnter1-hunter1Hunter-

He

1hunter-
He

H- nternter-
HeHe went hunting every day - ,,

determined'determined
,' detero ned - silent.. His consistconsist-consist-
ent

¬.-

ent taking of game becamebecamethe-thethe1he1he-
talk

- the-
talktalk of the village . The unbeunbe-unbe-
lieving

¬.-

lieving villagers no longer mademade-
amusing

made-
amusingamusing remarks .aboutabout. UncleUncle-
Nayukuk

Uncle-
NayukukNayukuk . He began to loom outout-
at

out-
atat the highest ice ridge . PeoplePeople-
asked

People-
askedasked , "WhatWhat" is Nayukuk ,. anan-
ungatkuq

an-
ungatkuqungatkuq ? (medicinemedic ne man? ) OrOr-
is

Or-
isis he a great hunter ?"

One.. eveningexening he ' '-came
c-

ame'-
cal1

c-

al1
'came!: homehome-

ather
home-

atherdtherather late . MumangeenaMumangec'naMumangecna' and II-

ere

I-

ere\vereere v/aitingvaitingwaiting/ anxiously for himhim-
hen

him-
hen

him-
lien/henhenlien/henhenwewe saw him conjingconing) fromfrom-

he
from-

he'hehe' he northwestnorthwest ofbf thethelthelvil1agethevillage, villagevil1age. HeHe-
was

He-
waswas dragging something that waswa-

sJrd

was-
liard

was-
ardliardard to makeh1akesnake out in the"" moonlitmoonlit-

dusk.1
moonlit-

duskJrddusk.1dusk1duskisk.IiskI.. . ran to meet him . He was
draggingwasdraggingagging a polar bear skin with ,

someSOmeSOmeofof itsits'mitsmits'meatitsmeat' meatai(inititit..

.ii\

.
.iAsAs soon asits he got liomehomeNome , heliehe-

went
lie-

went
'-
wl

w-l'-wlch
'-

which
w-

hich'-
whichfie

'

went to visit some men , whichchch-
hhefiehfierarelyrarely did , and told them exex-ex-
actly

¬.-

actly where the rest of the polarpola-
rbar

9lar9lar-
bbearbarb $ar meat was , The men got twotwo-
better

two-
betterbetter conditioned dogteams
(mostrrostmostdogteamsrrostdogteamsmostmostof, -ofof,.- of the dogsdo , were half-halfhalf-
starved

half-
starved

-.

starved-starved.- ) and the two teams setset-
'out-- 'out'-outo- ut-,. 'outout' thattIlat night to go after thethe-
meat

the-
meat

the-
meatmeat.. The almost full moon waswas-
shi

was-
TuningshiningTuningshi ing , andan4anc ; theth'e' visibility waswas-
good

was-
goodgood. The men didn'tdidntdiJn'tdiJnt' want toto-
take

to-
taketake a chancechan e of the meat beingbeing-
carried

being-
carriedcarried away by ice break .,

UnbelievableUiibelievablU-5U5-believable PerformancePertoriiiancePertoriiiance-
o$00$ o thatthatYwas\YY\ the way it was -

an 5iiunbelievableunbelievable performanceperformance-
wher

performance-
whenwhenwher the village needed himhim-
most

him-
mostmost , Uncle Nayukuk delivered .

Since helie nevernevneverr divulged anything ,

, it wdswas unknown, whetwhetherher helie knewknew-
more

knew-
moremore secrets of the Arctic or'

he had an unusual run of luck . ItIt-

was

It-

waswas heire who saved a bad situationsituation-
the

situation-
thethe outcome ofofwhichwhich mightmight-
have

might-
havehave been much worse .,

During this time , Aunt MumMum-Mum-
angeena

¬.-

angeena was beside herselfhers lf.. SheShe-
was

She-
waswas obviouslyobviouslyenjoyingenjoying the rere-rere-
verse

re-
verse

¬-

verse of the situation . She waswas-
now

was-
nownow giving insteadinstead of receiving .

She was living in the sweetnesssweetness-
of

sweetness-
ofofofreflectedrereflectedfleeted glory .

Gave HappilyHappily-
When

Happily-
When

Happily-
WhenWhen her husband broughtbrought-

home
brought-

homehome thetheseals-sealsseals-- , she happily ,. cutcut-
them

cut-
themthem up in pieces that wouldwould-
make

would-
makemake a fairf ir mealOlearmeat and then sheshe-
would

she-
wouldwould direct me : "KeeKee" , ahkahngahkahng-
Alright

ahkahng-
Alright( Alright , mother ) , bring this toto-

the
to-

thethe Samaroona familyfaolv . This oneone-
to

one-
toto Koonook family . I'llIll'' bring thisthis-
to

this-
toto my sister Keshorna myselfmyself.."

This was an apparent attemptattempt-
toto get even with her sister whenwhen-
the

when-
thethe situation was reversed . AlAl-AlAl-
though

Al-
though

¬-

though she never did say it , thisthis-
thought

this-
thoughtthought must have entered herher-
mind

her-
mindmind , "II" told you so ."

Unrelated ChatterChatter-
After

Chatter-
After

Chatter-
AfterAfter entering her sister'ssisterssister's-

house
sister's-

house
'

house , Mumangeena chatteredchattered-
endlessly

chattered-
endlesslyendlessly . She talked about unun-unun-
related

un-
related

¬-

related matters never once menmen-men-
tioning

men-
tioning

¬-

tioning the cryptic remarks Kesh ¬.

orna had directed at her. She waswas-
practicing

was-
practicingpracticing a subtle psychologypsychology-
onon her sister while saying :

"WeWe" are having an unusuallyunusually-
cold

unusually-
coldcold winter this year . I feel sorrysorry-
for

sorry-
forfor our poor men who have toto-
hunt

to-
hunthunt in itit.. The weather shouldshould-
break

should-
breakbreak soon and everythingeverything-
should

everything-
shouldshould be alrightaliight.. This bad situasitua-situa-
tion

situa-
tion

¬-

tion will not last too long .

"II" have noticed a holeh le on thethe-
right

the-
rightright mukluk of my mother toto-toto-
day

to-
day

¬-

day . I must patch it right away. II-

have
I-

havehave to make him a new parkaparka-
soon

parka-
soonsoon , too . Children certainlycertainly-
wear

certainly-
wearwear their clothes out fast . HelieHe-
has

lie-
hashas been so helpful.. I don'tdont' knowknow-
what

know-
whatwhat I'dIdl'dld' do without him.

"AsAs" you know , thethe teacherteacher-
hired

teacher-
hiredhired him to make kindling andand-
bring

and-
bringbring coal into the school.. AfterAfter-
working

After-
workingworking a whole week , the teachteach-teach-
er

teach-
er

¬-

erer: paid him a can of tomatoes .

AAAweekweek before that , he broughtbrought-
home

brought-
homehome a cann of peachespeilches ."

Unbelievable ManMan-
"That

Man-
"That

Man-
"That"ThatThat" man , that Nayukuk,.

will never cease to amaze me ,"
said "' Keshorna more to herselfherself-
than

herself-
thanthan to herhrh r sister .

"Isn'tIsnt"'":Isn'tIsnt' he something ? As mucmumuchmuch-
as

hh-
asas I nagged him when he wasn'twasntwasn't-
hunting

wasn't-
hunting

'
hunting , there is somethingsomethinA exex-exex-
citing

¬.-

citing about Nayukuk . He maymay-
be

may-
bebe quiet and lazy at times , butbut-
he

but-
hehe is my man. He'sHesHe1s' good lookinglooking-
too

looking-
tootoo , don'tdont' you think , sister ? "

Mumangeena said coyly .

OvertakenOvertakenOvertakenwithwith sudden urur-urur-
gency

¬.-

gency , she said , "II" better get

home and feed mymymanman . HeHe-

must
He-

.mustmust.must. .bebe., pretty hungry by now .

What'sWhats'. the matter with me anyany-any-
way

any-
way

¬-

way ? 1I1alwaysIalwaysalways .talktalk.
, t'ootoo'' much . II-

should
!

should liavehave been home long ago . !tt-

"You"YouYou" know , SisteVSiste'rSister', when II-

did
I-

diddid something wrong,. like staystay-stay-
ing

stay-
ing

¬-

ing too long , NayukukNaNayukuknever'evenNayukukneverevenNayukuknever'even-
say

uku nevernever"evenneverevennever"even-
say

"' even
say anythinganytl ng to me , He'sHestie'sties' a goodgood-
husband

good-
husband' husband buthut helie sure is ka hardhardoneoneone-
to

one-
toto figure oat01.l.t01l.t01ltout... "

No Slighting RemarksRemarks-
KeshornaKeshorna was not makingmakingianymaking'anymakinganymaking'any-

slighting
'anyanyianyian-

ysl

'

. slightingslghting
,

remarksremaks( tot her sister:,,
that evening and Mumangeena ,.
was riot.It'ot.ItotItotnot.' reminding her about itit..

She had done a slick piece-ofpieceofpieceefpieceofpieceof-
psychology

:;-
', psychology on her younger Sissis-sissis-

ter
j's-j'sjsj'-

ster
' ¬-

ter . It would be a long time bepeebe-bepee-

fore
be-

fore
¬-

fore KeshornaKesh rna would make anyany-
attempt

any-
attemptattempt to mock her sister .aa;. a-aa-
gain

a-
gain

-.

gain . At the moment , Mumdn-MumdnMuntin-MuntinMuman-MumanMumdn-
geena

Muntin-
geena

Muman-
geena

-

geena had the definite upperupper-
hand

upper-
handhand in the matterma tter .

The Bitter PillPill-
Keshorna'sKeshorna'sKeshornas' husband , WeyahokWeyahok-

my
Weyahok-

mymy father , who was one of thethe-
fjnest

the-
finestfinestfjnest hunters in the villagevilIage , asas-
were

as-
werewere many of the men , was onlyonly-
mildly

only-
mildlymildly successful during the leanlean-
period

lean-
period. period . The family , andandmanymany',

families inIn Tigara , had to swallowswal\ovswalovswallowswallow-
the

\ .;
the bitter pill when they werewere-
forced

were-
forcedforced to receive meat from thethe-
Nayukuk

the-
NayukukNayukuk family . Many of themthem-
had

them-
hadhad been known to make slightslight-slight-
ing

¬.-

ing remarks about NayukukNayokuk and -.,

MumangeenaMumangecna ,.

There was nothing they couldcould-
do

couldcould-
do

"

do about itit.. The food was neededneeded-
and

needed-
andand Nayukuk brought it in . ThisThiThis-
resultedresulted in no little admirationadoadmiration-
for

rationration-
forfor my Uncle . The villageviIIage paidpaid-
him

paid-
himhim silent tribute and with resres-res-
pect

¬.-

pect..

During this period , UncleUncle-
Nayukuk

Uncle-
NayukukNayukuk was his same old self..,

He neither lookedlookod proud of hishis-
vital

his-
vitalvital contribution nor did he saysay-
anything

say-
anythinganything about itIt.. He acted as ifif-
he

if-
hehe had .beenbeen., been through any oror-oror-
dinary

¬.-

dinary times{ imes .

Backack to NormalNormal-
Soon

Normal-
SoonSoon after Nayukuk caughtcaught-

his
caught-

hishis polar bear , hunting condicondi-condi-
tions

¬.-

tions began to improve ., Hunters ,

once again , brought in game inin-
ample

in-
ampleample numbers and the villagevillage-
rapidly

village-
rapidlyrapidly came backbgck to normal..

Nayukuk keptkepikeptonkepionon hunting forfor-
quite

for-
quitequite some time after getting thethe-
bear

the-
bearbear .,. Mumangeena was able to -
store away meat in our underunder-
ground

under-
groundgroundgroundcachecache . She was a veryvery-
happy

very-
happyhappy woman during this timetime-
and

time-
andand she couldn'tcouldnt' do enough toto-
please

to-
pleaseplease.. her husband .

Back To Old HabitHabtHabit-
However

Habit-
However

;

However , Uncle NayukukNayuk'ukNayuk'uk-
had

Nayukuk-
had 'had the habit of ending allal\alalgood\ goodgood-
things

good-
thingsthings . He began to relax hishis-
hunting

his-
huntinghunting . It was noticable onon-
Aunt

on-
AuntAunt MumangeenaMurnangeena . Although sheshe-
chattered

she-
chatteredchattered as usual ,. she smiledsmiled-
less

smiled-
lessless . Due to the recent memmem-mem-
orable

¬.-

orable effort of her husband , sheshe-
did

she-
diddid not say anytlu'nganytlunganything' to her hushus-hus-
band

hus-
band

¬-

band about hunting for a longlong-
time

long-
timetime .

'
The food in our cache waswas-

getting
was-

gettinggetting low . Nayukuk replenishedreplenished-
itit by hunting occassionally but ,

inevitably , it waswa !> gone . MumanMurnanMuman-Muman-
geena

¬.- .

geena must have felt somewhatsomewhat-
reassured

' .
reassured because whalingwhalmg seasonseason-

was

season-

waswas just around the corner . ThisThis-
one

This-
oneone hunt Uncle NayukukseemedNayukukseemed-
to

Nayukuk seemedseemed-
toto relish . He would be going outout-
as

out-
asas my father'sfathers' helmsman . He waswas-
amazingly

.
amazingly wellwel\welwelqualified\ qualified for this '

difficult job .

One evening , after beingbeing-

pathetically
being-

patheticallylatheticallypathetically attentive to her hushus-hus-
band

hus-
band

¬- ,
band , Aunt Mumangeena said
gently , "MyMy" good husband , ourour-
cache

our-
cachecache is empty . We need foodfood-
now

food-
nownownow . Will you be going HuntingHunting-
tomorrow

hunting-
tomorrowtomorrow ? "

After a long silence , Nayukuk
said , "II" don'tdont' know what'swhats'' wrongwrong-
with

wrong-
withwith me but my whole body hashas-
been

'

been aching lately . It should bebe-
gone

,

gone in two or three days .."" - '

Mumangeena looked awayaway-
without

away-
withoutwithout saying a word . ,

. .

"


