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Parents\seekParentsseek\ better absentee policy
'

ii-

ByBy LoulsLouise DonhauserDonhauser-
Tundra

:

Tundra TimesTimeTime-
sNative

Time-
NativeNative stustudentsents in Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-

largest
Alaska's-

largest

'

largest city aren'tarent' going toto-
school

to-
schoolschool according to variousvarious-
Native

various-
NativeNative education groups . ToTo-

address
To-

addressaddress the problem the NativeNative-
education

Nativ-
eeducationgroupseducationgroupseducation

.

'
;
\
groups requested thatthat-

thethe distriCt find out why thethe-
students

the-
studentsstudents didn'tdidnt' attend , and thethe-
groups

the-
groupsgroups also requested that thethe-
district

the-
districtdistrict findflrld alternatives to sus-sussus-
pending

-.

. pending Native students .

At a recent
'
school districtdistrict-

meeting
district-

meetingmeeting the Johnson O'MalleyOMalleyO'Malley-
and

O'Malley-
and

'

and JndianIndian Education NativeNative-
Advisory

Native-
AdvisoryAdvisory Committees and thethe-
Cook

the-
CookCook Inlet Native AssociationAssociation-
along

Association-
alongalong with the Anchorage Na ,

tivelive Education Coalition present .

ed a resolution protesting thethe-
district's

the-
district'sdistrict'sdistricts' Attendance and Iispisspis-
scipline

) .
'

cipllnecipline Policy because it didn'tdidntdidn't-
specifically

didn't-
specifically

'
specifically address the reasonreason-
Native

reason-
Native

'

Native students had a highhigh-
absentee

high-
absenteeabsentee rate .,

According to the distridistrict'sdistrictsdistrict's-
proposed

t'stst's-
proposed

'

proposed policy , which stillstill-

has
still-

hashas to be approved by thethe-
board

th
board , a student who is absentabsent-
for

absent-
forfor 10 days or more is sus .

pended . Another section pro .

poses that the student not bebe-
allowed

be-
allowedallowed on school premisespremises-
while

premises-
whilewhile on suspension .

Joan Thorp , chairperson ofof-
the

of-
thethe Attendance and DisciplineDiscipline-
Native

Discipline-
NativeNative Review Committee , saidsaid-

if
said-

ifif a student is suspended theythey-
should

they-
shouldshould be allowed to stay inin-
school

in-
schoolschool.,

"InIn."'In.houseIn.houseInhouse' .house suspension shouldshould-
be

should-
bebe one

" of the alternatives , "

Thorp told the school board .

She also recommended that aa-

task
a-

tasktask force be formed to identi .

fy problem students before thethe-
students

the-
studentsstudents droppeddroppedoutout .

Anchorage Native EducationEducation-
Coalition

Education-
CoalitionCoalition Vice-ChairpersonViceChairpersonVice -Chairperson BertBert-
Campbell

Bert-
CampbellCampbell also supported thethe-
idea

the-
ideaidea of a keeping a studentstudent-
who

student-
whowho is on suspension in school..

"TheThe" old policies and pro .

cedures meant you were sentsent-
home

sent-
homehome . Today students can'tcant' gogo-

home
go-

homehome to parents , " CampbellCampbell-
said

Campbell-
saidsaid.,

He added that many studentsstudents-
couldn't

students-
couldn'tcouldn'tcouldnt' go home to parentsparents-
because

parents-
becausebecause most of the AnchorageAnchorage-
parents[ parents worked .,

II"Since"SinceSince" the average age isis-

young
is-

youngyoung , Anchorage has a largelarge-
group

large-
groupgroup of people age 20.34-
compared

20.34203420.34-

compared

.

compared to the nationnational1 per .

centage . In 1980 this group waswas-

nearly
was-

nearlynearly equal in proportion 'll'>ofof-
males

ff-
malesmales to females , setting a newnew-
trend

new-
trendtrend for Ancho'rageAnchorage'

. In otherother-
wordswords , the City has a largelarge-

population
large-

populationpopulation in the child-bearingchildbearingchildbearingchildbearing-
age

-

,age group , and early job entryentry-
group

entry-
groupgroup . One could expect

,
a highhigh-

empl
high-

employmentemplemploymentment rate for'bothforbothfor ' both menmen-
and

men-
andand women and reasonsably highhigh-
birth

high-
birthratebirthbirthraterate),."'"

; In his letter Campb.ellCampbell
.

addedd ed ;
JJ"This"ThisThis" age/sagesage/sexagesex/ ' pattern of AlaskaAlaska-

along

Alaska-

alongalong with the cunentcurrent economiceconomic-
growth

economic-
growthgrowth seems to lead to highhigh-
labor.a2a2!.labor . !forceoi c:. . participationr;:rii: pptt!<:n_ _

for!

both . As waswas stated previously ,

over half of the women in Alas .'
ka with children at home areare-
also

are-
alsoalso in the labor force . "

Thorp and Campbell fellfelt thetheIthe-
attendenec

' I

attendenecattendance and discipline po .

'

licylacy has to adequately meetmeet-

needs
meet-

NativeNative needs before it waswas-
passed

was-
passedpassed .

CampbellCampbellsaidsaid , "WeWe" feel thatthat-
student

that-
studentstudent absentee reasons mustmust-
be

must-
bebe Jookedlooked atat., What is the causecause-
of

cause-
ofof that ? We feel very uncom .

forable with the AttendanceAttendance-
and

Attendance-
andand Discipline Policy .,

"
At a JaJanuaryuary discipline po .

licy planning seminar Anchor .

age'sages' Native community andand-
other

and-
otherother polieypolicy.makingpolicymaking.making members

addressed the fol1owingfollowing issues .

* Attendance policies should bebe-

designed

be-

designeddesigned to keep students inin-

school
in-

schoolschool and not be punative .

* Provide in.houseinhousein-houseinhouse.- suspensionsuspension-
asas an allernativealternative .,

Disproportionate number ofof-
minority

of-
minorityminority students experienceexperience-
attendance

experience-
attendanceattendance problems .

Need for consistency andand-
dlfferenct

and-
differenctdlfferenctdifferenct type of

,
disciplinediscipline-

asas perceived by various ethnicethnic-
groups

ethnic-
groupsgroups .
e Need for better communicommuni-
cation

.

cation with parents when stu .

dent is absent..

In its final form , many ofof-
the

of-
thethe Issues brought up by thethe-
Native

the-
NativeNative community were not

Included inirI the Attendance andand-
Discipline

and-
DisciplineDiscipline Policy .

In their letter to the schoolschool-
board

school-
boardboard thethe Native groups said ;

"TheThe" 111e Attendance and Disci .

pline Policy Planning SeminarSeminar-
did

Seminar-
diddid not address these issuesissues-

adequately
issues-

adequatelyadequately nor determine thethe-

underlying

the-

underlyingunderlying reasons for non .

attendance .

"UnitedlyUnitedly" we are gravely con-concon-
cerned

con-
cerned

-

cerned about the solutions toto-
suspensions

to-
suspensionssuspensions to be determineddetermined-
and

determined-
andand request in.houseinhousein-houseinhouse.- suspensionsuspension-
toto be one of the alternatives .

We also request the AnchorageAnchorage-
School

Anchorage-
SchoolSchool District take into consid-
eration

.

eration the culturalculturalandand ethnic
.

diffences when detenninlngdetenninlng-

alternatives
determiningdetermining-

alternativesalternatives to suspension . WeWe-

are

We-

areare not seeking special treat-treattreat-
ment

treat-
ment

-

ment but we consider this toto-

be

to-

bebe a very serious problem .

The seminar'sseminars' action endnd reco-recoreco-

mmendation

reco-

mmendation

--
"

mmendation are only proce-
dural

proce-proceproce-
dural

-

dural and do not address thethe-

underlying

the-

underlyingunderlying reasons for non-nonnon-

attendance

-.

attendance .

.,"
Other organizations cuntricontri-contricontri-

buting

-.
buting to the polleypolicy were ;

Alaska Youth Advocates , AlaskaAlaska-

Council

Alaska-

CouncilCouncil on Prevention of Alco-AlcoAlco-

hol
Alco-

hol

--
hol and Drug Abuse , Inc . ,

the Alaska Black Caucus ., OtherOther-
represtatives

Other-
represtativesreprestatives includeincluded juvenilejuvenile-
organizations

juvenile-
organizationsorganizations and justice organiorgani--organi-
zations

.

zations..


