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Jim Mckinley

People of Ahtna Region : Jim McKinley
by DilillessDililless-
Tundra

Bill HessHess-
TundraTundra TTimesTimes-

A

, met

A Blhle"lBlhlelBible sitnl" IHI\IHIIHIhoo\ hoo\hoohookhooIhooki\. I " heldheld-
fllUI

held-
I'ttutlfllUI\fllUIfllUIInI'ttutlIttutl
' !\ In theI hl' handhandy. otof JIII1JonJon-
MdKrnles

JIII1-

MlMlMdKrnlesKlI1ll ' " a . he .IIIIvile. . IIInt Ia< dlthanthan-
neat

1l11l1-

IWar

<

IWarneat .11. wontwoodwoodvltwc! vltwc, IOVl ' m"ldcmldcuirule" theI he loghuglog-
Lahm

hu-
gwhatLahmwhat Illhe' hlllitboilI hll1hl'lfhll1hllfhmi'elIhmielIhmi'elIiii'' 111iii IIHIIH-
DrJJwd

I 9( ) I 88-

IrapedDrJJwdIraped) lromfront IIIhn' ncrkneckncrkarcneckarearcare thethe-
hOIlt

the-
honehOIlthone' . ttiled., Il-dIldIld'oa.h- 'oa.hoa.hoah'oa.h.IIIlJashand'ash. .IIIlJIIIlJand. nelnedkiacenedkiace-
a

k la\clac\:
"lIdllIdla" hithitItIt allate' IIIIn he worn 0111\0111nnll0111hv\ h-vhvbyhv-
1IIdl11ollal

by-

IIultttunul
-

1IIdl11ollalIIultttunul, AIAtilahahaha'lhahal'danIn dllt'tdllttshirtsshirts-
Ahnve

:' .
AhnvehoVl' hUlllion Oilon the, hl' wallwallIwallisI\IisI-

t

is-

the
!\

ttheIll' llananame' "JesuJesu" .ll'olh.llolhllolh. ' ' ' , '" fonnl'ufonnluformed' 111nt Ihthethe'-
Shape

,'
.hapchapc'ShapeShape.' 01of Ja ltI ,h , A hlulhlue' nhhonrthhonnhhon-
han

rthhon-
hangshanhangs!\ fromInmr IIit I. urth"1urth1UrtIict" oveloverovel-
on

over-
1non1n( Ihcthe wallwallInI ' Ji lallarge" lCrllhlalldcrtiticatedcrtiticate-
cunintemtltattng

: '
cunintemtltattng( OIlUnCllloI.1OIlUnCllloI1. 1Il IIIhn, IIIdlllJllOnoiduiauunIIIdlllJllOn-
a

oiduiauuna-
aaaa . a preadHpreacherr On thetide nc\ncncInext\. I wallwal-
lhang

wall-
hangshanghangs.' a lolorcdvolured pnnlprint 01nt a lIIanmanman-
praying

lIIan-
plJplJ\plJplJUlpraying\ Ul )!. overnver ItohI ' hrl'adhrladhread' . JlldandJlld-
along'lde

and-
alongsidealong'ldealongldealongside.' Ihalthat alaIa large)!." j>jlIrtlJIIportialtportialt-
nt

lIrtlJIIlIrtlJII-
ototnt Christ(,hrbt

hrbtEverywhereChristEverywhere
Everywhere thclltheir' JIlarc' hoo\hoohuokhoo-

and
\. .

and muga/memugamemagaitnes/ . , IIldudInincluding itlliany+ any ,.

many isucissue) , lito ) NationalNat tonal Geugra-GeugraGeugra-
phic

t eugra-eugraeugra-
phil

-

philphic: . McKinleykKmlc ., hJ'ohJoItas' heen Ja mcmmetit-metitmetit-
het

.-

herhet ofof Ihthe,' NalNat Hlnaltnnal ( , cograeugra-eugraeugra-
phtc

.-

phttphtc: SodelSociety) forlist dctadedecadesdecades-
Once

.
Once he qUitdluit , hUIbut wawaswas-

thenIhenthen VIlI1visited! cd byb a man andand-
woman

and-
womanwoman rcprescnlmgrepresenting Ihethe 'Ol'lt'lyOlltlyvnctety' ' ' .

TheyThe) felt very had he W31was! nono-
longer

no-
longerlonger a part ofut Ihemthem , andand-
vo.00vo. he lumedfumed up once agamagain .

"I'mIm" 1'm1m'' not a duet , you knowknow-
Ihat

know-
thatIhatthat , " the sunson of MdmleyMcKinleyMdmley-
George

McKinley-
George

(
George and the grandlongrandson! ofof-
Chlct

of-
ChtetChlctChtet StllkwanStickwan.: says,ay . "I'mIm"''

JUlustlust-
a

II-

aa Pll'lendedPlllendedptriendedptriendedchiefPll'lendedchief' chiefchief., see,ee . TIleyTheyTIley-

IUlt

They-

JustIUltJust! put me here to pretend ,

to look after people , whatwhat-
the

what-
theythethey} do If there\therethere'stheresthereany\' any deathdeath-
or

death-
oror what not , IIspeakpeakspeak . lllat\lllatThat'sThatsThat's-
all

lllat-
all

\'
all .

."
SuitStill.. McKmleyMcKinley takeltakes! obvlouobviousobvious-

pridepride in having the right tutotu-
wear

to-
wearwear the ornamentation . OneOne-

of
One-

ofof his more recent duties as the
85 year.oldyearoldyear-oldyearold.- traditional chiefchiefofofof-
Copper

of-
CopperCopper Center , which also hashas-
aa fully functioning , elected tribaltribal-
council

tribal-
councilcouncil , was to address JudgeJudge-
Thomas

Judge-
ThomasThomas Berger of the AlaskaAlaska-
Native

Alaska-
NativeNative Review Commission .

Doing so had not been hishis-
plan

his-
planplan , but when someone hadhad-
stopped

had-
stoppedstopped by to give him a rideride-
to

ride-
toto the hearings , he willinglywillingly-

went
willingly-

wentwent along to voice his concon-con-
cerns

.-

cerns .

"WellWell" , its good , all right ,","
McKinley speaks of the Alaska-
Native

AlaskaAlaska-
NativeNative Land Claims SettlementSettlement-
Act

Settlement-
ActAct of 1971 . "II" say its good ,

but I don'tdont' know about 1991 ,

what'swhats' going to be happening ,.
"

Many of the concerns expres-expres--

sed by fellow villagers and othersothers-
in

others-
inin the Ahtna region concerning
1991 had to do with taxestaxes-
which

taxes-
whichwhich could be imposed onon-
Native

on-
NativeNative lands 20 years afterafter-
they

after-
theythey had their lands officiallyofficially-
conveyed

officially-
conveyedconveyed to them .

"rnrn"I'llIll" ' teUtell you what I feel ,
""

McKinley says . "BeforeBefore" 19011901.,

there was this white man aroundaround-
here

around-
herehere . They take him up ,

" hehe-
speaks

he-
speaksspeaks ofofsomesome of hhhis people ,

'""andand" they find lots of thmgsthings .

They find gold .

"AIAI" I V.lldl'lV.lldllVlldllVrtldei. ' ( rl'ekrlekreek' , th"flthflthere" . wawaswas-
all

.
all thlethere' , dalllclannv' " fhnflit ' honk-
nut

lookhonk
0111nut 1l1Oftmute.' Ih.1I1Ih1I1thut., 'ss,' OOt) ( ) mllhonmillion 01ofof-
goldgoldlIld

.,
ItIttliket' tht'Ilthes'icthesictht\tht' \ '-

Il
I-l' ' IJklll/oIJkllloIaktrtg/! Ihllie'' 1111imsiim-

sinew111\\\111new1111\\ Ai1 tilerkl'lkll' ! ( Ittrek> ( ' \. IhcvI hn tiiT( ( it
,1IJO.lXIO1IJO.lXIO1IJOlXIOMSJOXO,1IJO.lXIOIIIMSJOXOnI, ( .

.( ) IIInI gu111lld( .
"

rmi.KnilcsrmiKnilcsk. kill In ItItkertI.tIt. " '", 1.IIl1IIlthe. ' gold41ld IIIto .11aa-

Rirat

.

'll'JllJRirat)' ' ' 1,1\1,111Iix1,1,111l.lIh, \ ,111l.lIh111l.lIh111llIhalte,1(1\alte,1(1alte11alte,1(1taken, ' .,( \ 1l.l1lltaken. ,. ' " 11hunthunt-
'iiI

< )111111)

'iiIiiI.' , III\lIIIl\ . 1lIld\1lIldIdutl1lIldhl'lllJl, \ hl'lllJlhllllJlhclntr' ' Iht'llIhtllihrie' ' cscnnt ' "
1,111\.( , I ., .11,. I I.nitlInitlI.nitldlattu1.1111111.. 1< dlattu\ Lilli . 'll' cm" Itlentrnttlentrnt-
In

It'll1lItll1l' ' ' '

IIn" addlitiun1addlitiun1rt.hldhld. Hie III
.

cIrtcI11111/1111111111nun/ atnc.II\.II..IIl? \ l' h1\1h11hall;\
, utnc( 11" ' ' AthahaI h.lha"lh.lhalhlhal. "dan.111111. .'.htht11u I'"µ 111111inn11111-

1wht

inn-
whctewhtwhcte' r l' 'notenote,'lIIH( ' LIlppl'lIlppllduppct' ladladen,' " ItutIII Itk. .
IurtginattIII itlJlt'ditlJltd' 1

., .lIIdlIIdand. .tt.,'Il'dIldIarted"' ' up oJa 1.1Itt11Ittlarge. ! '
( lIppeltippet MuteMill . tlllllilions whllwhich" j.1\.tlj1.tlj.1j1.tltlgtrttj.1.tlJ-

II1l1l1l1

gtrtt-
dill

.! \' .,

JII1l1l1l1dill , tuttt" I IIit utr( Ill ' willwhere' Ie rcvII\ tlll, I tetItIta-

gain
l'dld' .

.11.againJ 111 hl'tIllhctotchl'thlt' \IllIll\ ' , IIIut \ kindkinditI II ddII IiitIil'l\l'll'lll\ l'l-
I

ctc-
tIkincnl

'

homl'1I1homl1I1IkincnlI ' h.ldhld11,1(11111.,( hl'ellhlellhren' rt.tlrttlrea' . hl'dhldliedhl'd-

"Tlll'll
lied-

"Thrmc
'

"Tlll'llTlllll"ThrmcThrmc" ' ' '' IIl1lhtlll\IIl1lhtlllnulhunIIl1lhtlllII\ , IItntlHI 1111\1111milmil-

htm

1111-

111111

\

111111htm " IIImilmiltl11111.111111111tl< dlrtthrrn. , b\\11b11\, \ ' 1,111I,1kcnI1kcn, l'lIllI' IImntImnt-

Ala.krt

It ) , !
Ala.krtAlakrtla"l.cIlal.cIlalcI". . .,

1111111Rini 111\111m\m111pLlpltmpeople\ pL\lpltpLlpltpeople'\ ;' .,
" I\1lI1lf11df11-

dKtnle

I1l-

Killin
\,.KillinKtnle\KtnleKillin,1Ktnleis\ \,1\,11\,1I,is\ \ ' .ll.ltiller' IIII'ltillerIII "', \'l'll\.' ' whalwhat 1tieshl\hlhl-

h.1
' \''

h.1h1have. \ l' dJunc\ ) Ill' Ii11rvh L\L'\Lhdhdhdthnc, \tt\' gt1\11l'll\ l'lllllen' Iiih'
.11,. \ IlttkIilllr hllhithllII\IIII1t\( huuvngh\lI'IIIhlI'IIIlIIII\ "' ., lIld.111(1.11111111,. .111-

(1lung

(

.IIIIILIIIIILsnntr. ' , IliffIUIIi. hUIhim i Ita i", filIIiii iii-
i.tLtt'Iding

hililung!,
.H.l\H.l.H.lHl.tLtt'Iding.tLttIdingtLttIding. .H.lI. \ I(' JJIIIIII toI \ I 5\. 11.11111,11111., I 1I11r\I11rI11rhddthhLL\L'\LIt\ Ithddthddt-

I

. \ \

t.ltlI .iketil'lllll' IrctlllIii tttt IhIt '
"tintin" tl\\tltlrhen\µ rhenIhere: i" IdlldlutdIdlldll.1111lutddlaun, ll.1111ll1111dlaundlaun-

and

. "
.lIldlIldand.lIldIIIandnil. \IIIIIInilniliunntne\ 11111111111iunntne.' IlituughIllfl Hlih!h thaithatthai-

PIIW

that-

pihcliite .. .

pihcliitePIIW IIIIIIII ' .,

In l'arlllrlarlllreatlidt' dddas" . hLhe' used 1\11Ii11-

hlillt
Ii-

hunt
\

hlillthunthlilltIId., \IIdIIdtndtndii\ Il.lpIllpIl.lpwhl'Ilrtpwhereiiiirtp.rtp whl'IlwhlIlwhere' ' the 011nilnil-

now110\\110now110tl\ tltitinwnw\ 1\\11hUI\ \ . hUIhdt t 1I0Wnow hIhe' .lidlidamidami-
dhn

. .lid-

hhnh " deLentlent.tredeLentlenttredll'IltkllldllIltklll" , ( ' ,. ,. If I' 111)11111mint) .dl\IWL'd.dlIWLd.dldlIWL'dIWLd,1lluwed1lluwed,1lluwed-

In

.,.dlIWL'd-

r

\ '
rInn dlldodlln\nnw\ n-

"We"WeWe"1Ve gelget Iii: l1ll1Llittle' hit nutDU t DIofDI-

II

of-

itIIit ,
" he reterreters, tnto the luhIlIh\IlIhIlIhand\ andand-

mDne
and-

moneymDnemoney wludlwhich ha\lehalehave\ Lllnltdome' toto-
orne

to-
someornesome, nlmil IHhi pl'opkplopkpeoplepl'opkJ' Jis .11a. re\lIltrelIltrelIlt-
ot

te \ ultult-

ofotof thcthe plpcllnlpipeline' .1J1d1J1damid. thlthe' tic-
itlernent

'L'ILItici'L'I-

t

"' '
ttlernentIeIel1Il"nl1Il"nl1Iln" I ,. 'NotNot.' 0 t I<souH ) 111mushUL II

. .ee"CCCC"C-
CTin

." t'
TinTh" tih tllilout land . IlIlItoo BUIButBUIH"ll\H"llH"llHlls\ etcetc-
being

" '
ht'mhtmbeing' pu.hcdpuhcdpushedpu.hcdlutpushednom. \lutlutnom\ tillall the lItiletimelItile-
'Lan't

time-
t

timec-

an'tt''Lan'tLantcan-'tca-nt.: ' landstand, Itn
,' ."

"WhellWhell"WhenWhen" I"tItIhev" ' " .1\.1as.1L. \ \\LLvse\. ' 0\\11011uNn011-
laxe

uNn-
taxes

\.
laxetaxes. Into Ihethe LimtedUnited! Stater.lte\r.lter.lterhl'rt. \. . rhl'rtrhlrttherethere-
are

' '

are mllhorhnulliom mdand, 1111111\)11111111)11ntilhoni1111111)1II\ )" \IIIIofII-
dollar

of-

dollars
\

dollardollars he neHnever' r gisel \ L' IIu . hdLhadkhadk-
That'sThat'sThatsThai ' , howhnw I tel'ltelltee' ! Now ., wewe-

dun't
we-

don'tdun'tduntdon'tdont' know aboulabout 1991199-
1MKmle

1991-

McKinleyMKmleMcKinley, ahoalso expreedexpressed. , con-concon-
cern

con-
cern

-

cern for the young people ,

especially thothosee born after 19711971-
who

1971-
whowho do not have any holdmholdingsholdings-

inin the corporatloncorporations "I'mIm" '' soso-

worried
oo-

wornedwornedworried aaboutbou t tthesehe e young)' oung kkidsld !

I1 don'tdont' know what theylhe areare-

going

are-

goinggoing to do when all the oldold-

people
old-

peoplepeople have died .
"

MeMcKinleyKinley saysays he counselcounselscounsels-
thethe young not to drinkdrinkoror useuse-
d

use-
drugsddrugsrugs, but kids don'tdont' listenlisten-
lake

listen-
likelakelike they once did . DespiteDespite-
talk

Despite-
talktalktalkofof havmghaving rerespectpect for thethe-
Elders

the-
EldersElders and listening to theirtheir-
advice

their-
adviceadvice , anany)' time they useuse-
drugs

use-
drugsdrugs or abuse alcohol., theythey-
are

they-
areare not hlisteningtening to the EIEl-ElEl-

ders

.-

ders , McKmleMcKinley says .

Even if many young peoplepeople-
choose

people-
choosechoose not to listen to his wordswords-
today

words-
todaytoday , McKinley is seeing to itit-

they
it-

theythey will have another chance .

He is writing a book , tellingtelling-

the
telling-

thethe histolhistory) of the CopperCopper-
River

Copper-
fZverRiverfZver area as best he knowlknowsknowl-
it

knows-
it

!
it , and of his own observationsobservations-
and

observations-
andand concernconcerns) ,.

"ThereThere" are some Natives ,

when IK teUtell them about a newnew-
kmd

new-
kindkmdkind of fish they'vetheyve' just foundfound-
that

found-
thatthat r\'er'eeI'veIve' \' read about ., they thinkthink-
rm

think-
I'mrmI'mIm' crazcrazy . Another thing ., somesome-
Indians.when

some-
IndianswhenIndians.whenIndianswhen., you do like this .,

wnting a book , they see it asas-
crazy

as-
crazycrazy . "

.

Some daday , when Jim McKin-McKinMcKin-
le

McKin-
ley

--
leley is gone but his words reore-rereo-

main

re-

main

-

main behind ., such sentimentssentiments-
Ire

sentiments-
areIreare: likely to change to ppre-ppreappre-appreappre-
ciation

ppre-
ciation

-

ciation .

.


