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AFN summit conference

Resolutions: Protect subsistence

by Holly F. Relmer
Tusdrs Thoes repories

The Alaska Federation of Natives,
which sponsored a Subsistence Sum-
mit Conference recently and reached
a conkensus on how W handle the
stafe’s  subsistence problems, has
released the three resolutions mimed ol
selving Almska’s subsistence problems
created when the state Supreme Court
decinred the subsistence law
unéonstitutional

John Shively, chairman of AFN's
legislative committee, said the resolu-
tions were given 1o the governor, state
legislators and the congressional
e jon for review.

After the Supreme Court ruling in

December thit Alaskn’s subsisience
law s unconstitutional, Natives now
seck 1o amend the State Constitution
0 avoid what many people term o
“disasterous'” federal takeover of fish
andd game management on {ederal
tands to ensure a subsisience priority
for rural Alnskans.

Shively said the resolutions were
designed 1o say the stale has o problem
with subsistence and the stare's
Nutives want to keep management of
fish and game resources in the stale.

Shively snid there also needs to be
a complete review of all fish and game
regulations, And he said when the
regulations are looked ot, any revi-
sions made must be with the intent of

staying in tune with traditbonal huntmg
und fishing processes,

Action on these resolutions must be
tuken by July 1. If there is no action
tuken, then the federal government
will take over management of lish and
game on federal lands in Alaska on
that dale

Thee resalutions developed from the
conference are as follows:

. Resolution Y-
Entitled: Alaska Native Subsistence
Rights: An AMrmation And A
Strfegy
WHEREAS, the Alnska Pederation
of Nitives, constituted of Regional
continued on pags lour



e Resolutions
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Corporations,  Regwonal  nog-profil
organizations and  other  affiliated
grovps  drom throughout  Aduska,
represents thive entitics and  cony
makinutees i advancing their subsisience
rights and iterests; and

WHEREAS, approximately 4 per
cerdt of ull b oamd wilithite harvested
I Adoaskip is token by subsisienive
(VETH S HAETITL

WHEREAS, less than | percemt of
sl v hevryvested i the State o taken
by subsistence users, amnd

WHEREAS, in the 198(x 50,00
Meatrves s 60000 non- Natives were
submisienoe usirs,

WHEREAS, approsimutely 40,00
urhan Notives are deprived of ther
submistence righty; and

WHEREAS, under ANILCA, the
determination ol priority subsisienee
rights among resource users s made
oy when il s necesiary 1o st the
takng of popolations of fish and
wildlide in order o protect the con
tnued viability of such populations,
andl

WHEREAS, Congress declures that
the continustion of opportunity for
subsistence uses by mural residents of
Alaska, including both Natives and
mon-Matives, on the public lands, and
by Alaski Natives on Native lands (s
essential (o Native physical, economic,
traditional and cultural existence and
te non-Native physical, economi,
traditional and socinl existence; and

WHEREAS, as wlentified in Adaska
Mutive Health Service studies, Alaski
Nutives may be adversely affected by
the unavailability of scarcity of tradh-
tional foods and changes in Native
lifestyle, and

WHEREAS, Title VIIT of ANILCA
wis enacted in part to fulfill the unmit
subststience orlented requinements and
Im rposcs of ANCSA and 1o essentinl
y protect the cultural and trudinonal
Alaska Natpve hifestyle:

ROW THEREFORE BE 1T
RESOLYED that the Alnska Federn
ton Of Notives s directed by the

elegates herein assembled at the Suby
sistence Summit Conference o adopt
ws ity principal direction and recom
mends w0 all appropriote Native
orgunizationy the following:

Act 1o donhinue Lo 'illl]'[,'lﬂ'l the -
herent Native rights ol subsistence
fesources andd ses

Act 1o gamn approval of an amend
ment to the Constitubion of the State
ol Alasky thar allows the Sue 1w ox-
ercide management jurisdiction dver
all fish, wildhife, plant and  othes
renewnble matural resources withim s
boundaries amd provides i the St
shall exercise management or sub
sistence resources therem i accord
ance with applicable Tederul Law

Act prioe to July 1L 1990, 1o have
the Stute of Alaska review amd revise
v necessary all Suite  subsisténce
states, pobicies, regolotions, pro-
pragms and prictices i every arca of
State ursdiction i order w estblish
on overall subsistence moanagement
regime that s responsive (o the true
subsistence needs of affected
Aliskans. Such review and revision
shall  imclude  representation  from
MNutive orgunizations that represent
those Alaskans directly affected. This
review shall seek 1o establish u defini-
tiont of “‘rural’” which includes s
many Alasks Native le as possi-
ble and that the Stote adnunistration
wdopt u subsisience system lor in-
dividuals not in ““ruml’" areas who can
demonstrate traditional and customa
utilization of matural resoorces. Suc
review and revision shall be under-
taken with the fundamental intem o
allow those Alaskans who by custom,
traditeon, location, and circumstance
have practiced subsistence use of
Alaska’s resources up (o the present
and will in the future, to do o0 in an
approprioiely responsive, sensitive,
comprehensive, timely and continuing
ITUTET

Act immediatley 10 request and (o
rake action 1o involve affected Native
OF AR ZALons dlrr,-:lliv wnel fully
development, promulganon and im-
plementation of ony  federal  sub.
WISIEnce ffanageinent regime

developed for federal lands in the
event Stale management s erminated.
Mative organizations shall resist, with
ull possible force, any attempt by the
State of Alaska 10 contract with the
federal government {or any role in
ranaging federal lands for subsisience
uses. Tribal contracting for manage-
ment of federal lands Tor subsistence
uses will be stromgly supported,

Act tomitnle @ vigorous campaign
o educate und farilignge public of-
tcands and legistators with all nspecis
ol subsistence resources amd uses
— AU Lo bhle o vigorons Tegisin:
Hon campiign scross the State ol
Alasku

BEIT FLURTHER RESOLYED that
ull Native entities amd organizations
shudl withdraw aiter July 1, 1990, their
support for State subsistence manage-
ment on federal lands and for o Stae
constitutional amendment if there s
not u satisfactory resolition pursuant
o the review revision of State sub-
sistence management reguested herein;
and

BE I'T FINALLY RESOLVEID that
in the evenl ol the above withdruwal
of Native support, all pffected Native
organizations shall pursue with all ap-
propriute resources any and all legal
und Constitutional sctions to secure
their rights 10 Alaska’s subsistence
resources and uses.

Hesolulion ™-2
Entitled: Aluska Native Subsistence
: A Priority for Alusks Native
Tribal Members

WHEREAS, Alaskn Native tribes
huve managed fish and game in their
traditional areas mince before anyone
can remember, and both the Native

people and the animals benefited from
tribal ma ment; and
WHEREAS, members ol Aluska

Niitive tribes today, and in the future,
rely on the right to harvest subsistence
resouroes 1o nourish their bodies, and
for the survival of their culture; und

WHEREAS, the only way to
guaraniee subsistence rights  for
members of the Alaskn Native tnibes
is for wribal members to be given o
I'Irl“]‘l-tl‘" |l.'l hﬂr\"l:.!-l HUhii!‘l!EllEf
resources on all lands in Alasks that

theey have trditionally and customanly
uwed;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT
RESOLVED that Native tribes und
organizations will wark in the long-
erm to gain a subslitence priomity for
Alaska Native tribal members, and 1o
affirm the power of Aloskn Native
tnbes o manage wnd regulate sub
sistence uses by their members.

Resolution 90-3

WHERLEAS, the McDuowell v Stawe
decision by the Aluska Supreme Coun
puts the Stite out of compliance with
the federnl subsistence  prelerence
found in Title VLI of ANILCA and
will lend (0 o tederal pssumption ol
Gsh and game management authority
on federal lands in the State after July
1990, unless the law s chianged.
il

WHEREAS, there i o substantnl
distibt that the law cun be changed in
time o avoid federal tkeover of fish
and game mansgement on Tederal
lands, and

WHEREAS, joint state and federal
planning for mmplementating # dual
fish and game management system i
the state after July 1, 1994, has 1nken
place withoul participation or over
consultation with the Alaska Federa-
ton of Natives or other Native
urwnj:mtium: und

HEREAS, the sound management
of Alnska’s fish and game resources
is inseparable from Native culture and
tradition and must be protected by all
possible means; and

WHEREAS, Representative Lymman
Hoffman has proposed a Suite Con-
stitutional amendment which would
ullow the state to subsistence
resources in accordunce with federal
law and retain fish and game manage-
ment authority on federal lands,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT
RESOLVED that the body nssembled
herein directs the Alaska Federation
of Natives to work toward amending
the State Constitution to allow the state
o manage subsistence resources con:
sistently with lederal laws and retain
fish and game management authority
on federal lands



