Kwethluk hunters
bag 28 caribou

in successful hunt
by Geoff Kennedy
for 1he Tumira Times

Kwethluk humters killed 39 caribow
during the emergency subsistence hunt
that ended last week, said Mike Cofl
ing, the subsistence resource spocialisi
lor the Division of Subsistence in the
stute Depariment of Fish and Game

He said 28 of 31 permit holders suc
cessfully bagged animals.

The hunt weat well, he said,

""There were no inatances of peo
ple from other villages in the hunt,*
Coffing suid.

Earlier this month, U.S  District
Court Judge H. Russel Holland over
twrned a Game Board decision and
{;Ttm a 10-day hunt for Kwethluk
The Game Board action came alter o
decision in December by the Alasks
supreme Court thmt the state sub-
sistence law s unconstitutional

The village suffered from a very
poror fishing seaxon lost year and a

ol o paie whillssn



e Caribou hunt

continued froem page one

resulting cash shortage, heavy rains
Wh:ll.'hr:ﬁ'ﬁlﬂ}jfd caches of dned fish
andd @overy poar moose senso, HHEI"-"-
Iohn Sky Starkey, attorney lor the
h‘..w-.-.thiut Indinn Reorganizanon Act
Council,

Hiolland s emergency order limied
the hunt 1o ressdents nI’K wiethluk, the
nimnber of harvested canbou 1o S0,

The Ciame Board had wrined down
Uve willage's request for the emergen-
oy hunt because state officials wanted
W continue o protect the Kilbuck
cartbou herd after ologists  foand
very few canbou in the Kilbock Moun-
tains in the mad- 1980y, The boand
determined that although the numiber
of ammals m the herd had reached ot
litaint |, ART Bt Dt wesiar, thut sumber
didd ot comstitute o harvestable
surplus

HBur sute  subsastence  hologists
haven't yel deétenmined the numbes
which swould constitute such u surplus

And the state hasn't yet devised a
pimmagement plan that would deter-
mune that sumber, says one ADF&G
i hical
p—————————————

Holland's emergency
order limited the hunt to
residents of Kwethluk,
the number of har-
vested caribou to 50.

“There s no magle number,”" the
afficial sod, odding that's whin the
management plan s for

IS really a public policy issue, my
A comservition issue,” the oftiom
SHYS,

Attorney Starkey agrees. What as
thait mmaagie mviber when the Ganmg
Bowrd will allisw the herd o be hunted
apiin® he asks;

o 1LODU, 10000 or 100, 0007

In fact, o Nov 1K, 98T, memaoran
dum written by Sam Fatten of the
Pepartment ol Fish amd Game pros
ised willugers, "Onee the resadent
canthiu population  reaches ] INK)
antrnils, honting will be opened aguin
an uoperit bases

The Cowper admnestration, never
theless, has protested the decision

The governor s concerned  That
Hlethnnad seta precedent when he over:
irmed o state game munagement dec
s, says Assistant Attorney General
Lance Nelson

W wint o clarification and a nar
rowing of the scope of the decison
Interpreted  bromdly. 0 could  sel
precedenis o least om other subsistence
cuses, ' Nelson smd. “l'me certinn
other attorneys (on other cases) will
use this agamst ux. "’



