
environmentalists
criticize cowper
oil gas lease bills

environmental groups and the
village of kaktovikKaktovik have sharply
criticized legislation introduced recent-
ly by gov steve cowper which they
claim would give the department of
natural resources the power to
authorize oil and gas lease sales
without evaluating transportation safe-

ty or feasibility issues
in a letter to senate president tim

kelly R anchorage however
cowper said his package of bills
would reduce uncertainties that now
interfere with the efficacy of the states
five year leasing program in addition
he said the legislature DNR and
potential lesseeslessels would have more
assuranceassurancl that lease sales would be less
subject to judicial interference

the environmentalists said the

legislation would circumvent a

march 16 alaska supreme court deci-
sion requiring DNR to analyze the en-
vironmentalvironmental problems associated with
oil transportation from offshore leas-
ing areas


