Whales serve a true need in Greenland
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GREENLAND Gireenland’s
whilers exceed the quotn st for them
by the International
Cammission.

Ihis may vesull in nustrust o

Circenland o o whaling nation wmd
Yy even pose g thicat to this trsde
wihich s of tremendous iaportance Tor
the nation

Fhe right of Greenlind ‘s hunters to
whiling stems fromm thewr status as
representitives of a soowll noctherm na-
ion. For 19990, Greenlund received a
gquotn of 115 whales, incluching 92
besser rorgquals amd 23 Binwhales,

Phe  Greenlamd  Assocition of
Humtery und Fishermen regards this
ot as msulfcient and speaks up for
its Expansion. [t has sent its regquest to
the Teernational Whaling Commission
which is o decide the whiling quotas
tor nexi year b ws lwlest session an
Huollamd this sumimen

I'he reports thut Greenland s
whalers were overreaching  thaiar
queties, wiuch stared comimg m late
i JURY, caused certain anx ety in the
courtry s political circles. Moreover,
the local  self-admimstration direc-
forate redewved reports on the kiling
of whigdes whose hunting s probubated

This nide 11 pecessiry o mniduce
tmpher control over whalmy

Greenlanders woilld like to preserve
thesr good reputation of o naton ac-
nvely engaged in nature comservalion
aned, notably, i the protection of en-
dungered whale species

The Tosy of conldence of the inter
mationnl puhbe becasse of abuses an
the  caplmtation ol the ocean's
resonrces world vost them oo dearly

Circenlind dlready has been in such
a sitwteon onee. [t happened i the
cirly "0 when the Biwycott of wmcles
e o sealskin and fur, declared by
mternabional conservanon organizs
oy oo the name of protection of the
endingdred  senl. bt Greenland s
sealskon export amd the well-bemg ol
Photeands of Greenland's hunlers

Fhe people in Nomh Amcerica inay
remember the time when the United
Stites declared a boyeott of products
ul the loelandie fish wdistey, 1L was
cansed by Teeland™s refusal o bow
divwn 1 the decision of the Interna-
el Whaling Commission

[iespute the commission s decigion,
leehind contipued hunting, alluding 1o
Csctennfic data’ oaod Loepely over
reaching is guotu

Fhie boward sedf-aitmimstention dires
tarate of Coreenlind would nol Like 1o
ekl up o sialar pam. s the dired
torate member responsible tor sea
hupting and  Dslong, Kigo Egedes,
demutided that the police pomedoie
Iy report all casien of violidon oF the
huntme raley,

Phe police rephied thr the mles
were T vague lor them o bear
responsibility for their observance . So
the directorate ussigned the control
functions to the commmunes so that they
cosld wanteh over the number of Killed
whales on sites. The communes, 1oo,
fatled 1o cope with thiv task
satesfactonly

Thie dita on Killed whales cime with
n g delpy becouse it was hard 1o
determine when exactly o hos hap

Whallpg*

pened, According to the polive, this
ihgparticulorly haed to di in ihe cases
when the meat alresdy has been cut
and packed for selling.

The chiel of the police station ul
Adnimata asks who 15 responsible for
the whales killed in excess ol the
quotis: the hunter or the commune
which hus it been prompt enough
notify people that the local guota
ilready had been exuhusted? Or, could
the responsibility hie on the local self-
admimistration  directorate  of
Cireenlund as the supreme body of
power on the islund?

The propoesition by Egedes on the
improvement of the rules boiled down
o the foct thut whalers themselves
must estublish control over rational
hunting. He brought the guestion of
Greenland's actuul need for whale
meat lor discussion by the Interna.
tonsl Whaling Commission.

This need s quite great, which s
why the Association of Hunters and
Fishermen 4 demunding o greater
G,

In city shops, the prices of whale
meal stuy, at the level of the prices of
imporied pork and beel, whereas raw
whinle-skin and soft pans have become
expensive and rare daintics.,

Whale meat is particnlarly valoed i
coastal areas where the hunters amd
Lishermen themselves hive. Even an
pverape sized linwhale mcany several
wns of meat which s the  mam
foodstuft for both bumans and sled
dogs

A man from g Covilized”” country
canl pessibly imagine what i1 mcans
po leed a team of sled dogs. For the
i 1o pull pormally i Arctic cond
vians, it needs o consume two to four
of more pounds of meat o diy

ERN

‘Preventing Greenlanders from whal-
ing and using whale meat is equivalent
to denying Europeans gasoline for in-
dustrial purposes and services. This is
exactly why the question of the quotas
needed by Greenland, which is to be
examined by the International commis-
sion, is of primary importance for us.’

—~Kaj Egedes

There are about 60000 sled dogs in
Cireenlamd, or more than the entire
homan  population of the  world's
tnrgest islond

“Preventing  Gireenlanders  from
whaling and wsang whale meat is
cguivalent 1o denying  Europeans

gasoline for mdustrial purposes and
services, " said Egedes. ““This is ex-
uctly why the question of the guotis
needed by Greenland, which is 10 he
extmined by the Intermationil commis-
stont, & of primary  unportange fog

Uik




