Den Nena Henash - Our Land Speaks

Ut Kah neek

- Informing and Reporting

Yupiit Qanlautciat

- The Way Eskimos Talk

Unangan Tunukun - The Aleuts Speak

Inupial Paitot - People’s Heritage

Support for candidate McAlpine

To the editor;

Having observed all three ol the
ubernatorial debates in Anchomge.
‘ve come o the conclusion that L.

Gov. Steve McAlpine knows the
wsues best.

| predict that McAlpine will win the

Primury Election and take the General

Election as well. For this election,
more than ever, people need a can-
didate who knows the iksues, not just
the effective use of political rhetoric

Respectully,
Erin Teel
Anchorage

Diabetes often misunderstood

To the editor:
Diabetes 15 a much misunderstood

discuse, urd | praise the Tundra Times

on running an article about diabetes,
especially concerning the Native com-
munity, in your April 2, 1990,
newspaper. Although the article was
informutive, there was no distinetion
made between juvenile or insulin-
dependent (Type I) and adult or
insulin-dependent (Type I1) dinbetes.
Type Il dinbetes is increasing a1 an
nlarming rute. People need o be aware
and informed as to how they can
vent or minimize the probability of
gctu the disease. Type | diabetes is
e other matter, wd 1 think your
lrtii:lt should have addressed this.
Of the y 12 million
North Americans who have diabetes,
about 1 million have Type 11 diabretes,
Type 11 diabetes cannot be prevented
as one may conclude from Sﬂ Cindy

Schraer's comment, “*'We know from
history that diabetes does not have 10
oecur.””

My son, at 4 and a hall, was
dingnosed with Type 1 duhﬂr:; T::lr:
| diabetes is a severe condition and did
not result from my son's diel, exer-
cise or other living habits, At present,
researchers still do not know trig-
gcmﬁpcld.inhﬂm. My =on is now

years old and is coping with the
discase well. He does not yet realize
that havi I dinbetes statistically
reduces his life expectancy by Ilhl:!ul
one-third, in addition to the complica
tons mentioned in the aricle.

Again, 1 commend the Tundra
Times for writing an article on the
third leading cause of death in North

America — dinbetes
truly yours
l.rldy g Ra
Phoenix, Ariz.

Housing needs are desperate

To the editor;

Twenty-seven years ago when hous-
mg programs started for our Alnsks
Native and American Indian com-
munities the living conditions were un-
sanitary, unsafe and overcrowded.

Mr. President and distinguished
members of Congress these same

deplorable living conditions still ex-
151 today in 1990, To meet our hous-
ing needs the proposed budget to Con-
gress for Fiscal Year 1991 is at zero,

On a national basis our housing
needs are at o total of 93,000 units,

Depending on the *‘mood, " of Con.

conimeed on pags hise




To my friends and relotives:

Al the time of loss of my dear
mather, Marie Paine Kelily Rabidou,
who died March 2 in Anchorage m
Our Lady of Compassion Home, |
would hke w0 say "thank you very
much’ for the needed support and
strength you all have given me to go
.

In times of loss, 1 have never ex
perienced being in the middle of two
loved ones needing me at the same
ume. My mother dymg amd my
youngest duvghter being admned o
the hospital st the same time was
something that | never thought would
happen. But 1 guess things like this
could happen o anyone.

| thank God for letting my daughtes
deliver well! Tt sure was o tough deci-
sion to make, and what steps (o ke
next. I'm thankful now that my
daughter is home, still not very strong,

but with God's help will get well amd
strong aguin.

My mother was originally from
Chefornak. She marnied her firsy hus-
band and lived in Mapaskiak . Alter she
bt her First husband she remarmied o
my dad, who was called “"Old Man
Keltla, ™" Then they moved 1o Aniak.
Then she lost her secomd husband the
year of 1960 and remurried the thind
time (o0 Willie Rabudou, whao died the
year of 1972,

We bived in Anmk uniil we moved
o Clhusthbaluk m 1967 After losing
her third hushand, she sand she’ll never
remuarry aguin. She said she had o ol
of six brothers and sisters including
her parents who also died. With all
three marriages she had a total ol five
children, two from her first husband,
three of us from the second, none From
the third.

Ot of five children, she had only

me left with two step-sisters, Lena
Morris of Anisk and Nellie Nick of
Holitna, and one step-brother, Evan
Kelila of Anink.

From the totdl oF her own eight liv
ing grandchildren, she lefv 15 great
great-grandchildren, which she used
o call her branches, | know she's g
more by  her stepsons and step
daughters bul | know 1 won't be able
o count all of them

[ would ke tw thank those that
brought food, flowers and helped. |
wortl) especially like 1o say thank you
very much o my dear frniend, Ann
Vunderpodl, who ot the time helped
me all the time | was o1 Anchorage;
o my beloved nephew, Robert John
Jr., for bringing us here and there and
lenting us sty with ham; the rest of the
friends that are in Anchorage; the staff
of the Ruskokswim Corp., Our Lady
of Compassion, Evergreen Memorial

e Housing fight is an uphill battle

continued from page two

our Alasks MNative and American

ndian communities usually receive

about 1,000 to 1,800 units per year.

Al this rate it would ke us 52 o 93
years (0 meet our housing needs.

Having the experience of only less
than three decades of housing pro-
grams for our Alaska Native and
American  [ndinn communities the
specific purpose and the intent of the
housing program has not been
I‘ulﬂllng :

Yet Congress is in the process ol
establishing u **new housing policy. '
Con recently published *‘A New
National Housing Policy, " to bring w
the attention of the total Congress
and the exccutive branch the
dire need for affordable housing across
this nation including the Alaska Native
and American Indian communities.

An observation: One hand of our
established government states a necd
for affordable housing and another
branch 1o meet the needs proposed a

zero budget.

Congress needs to know that within
our Alaska Native and American In
dian communities there are no surplus
housing stock or large apartment com-
plexes o rehabilitate or acquire.

The office of Indian Programs, U5
Depanment of Housing and Urhan
Deve nt is the sole source of ob-
taining funds to build homes for our
Alnska Native and American Indwn
communities.

Members of Congress: Alaskn
Mative and American Indian housi
aothoritics work with Indian Healt
Service for new water, sewer and
waste management Meilities which has
a zero budget, Also, we work with the
Bureau of Indinn Affairs concerning
roads. They have a zero budget.

We work with these government en-
tities, and {f they have no funds, we
have homes that lack water and sewer
facilitics and no roads. These entities
need 1o be funded 1o properly put our

homes in place.

Alnska Native and American Indian
housing  authorities have already
testified to Congress and are official-
Iy entered in the Congressional Record
for 6,000 housing units for Fiscal Year
1991,

The National American Indian
Housing Council has recently given
testimony for 3,000 housing units. We
give our support for these figures und
usk Congress for passage.

Each since | our Alaska
Native American Indian Housing Fro-
grams, U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development has faced a
rern budgel.

Cur t of Con i o pul
rnnhnnnmmrhinth s0 we di nod
face an uphill battle for our needed
homes.

Sincerely,

Termance H. Booth
Executive Direcior
Metlakatla Housing Authority

staff, and also the doctors and nueses
of the Alaskn Native Medicail Center,
and nll of those who came 1o the
funcral.

| understand for those who couldn’
etk it 1 womldl wlso Dike wo thank Sal
Iy and Terry Hoffman of Amuk for
feeding in their house after the funeral
A special thank you 1o Clara Morgan
off Anthak, whe let the other health wde,
iy son Sanka I come with me o An
chorsge to be with me. Thank you fo
my siseran-law  Mary  Sakar of
Crooked Creek while [ was gone, and
o spec il thank you 1o my sister-ine law
Onesain Phillips of Crooked Creck and
for those lovely sympathy cands that
are stll coming

Cruyanna 1o all ol you

Sincerely.
Sophie K. Sukar
Chunthbaluk

MORE LETTERS |
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Writer: Subsistence
my life, background

To the editor:

First, let me introduce myself. My
name is Bryan C. Willoya. 1 am an In-
uping Native from Nome. | was born
und mised there as well as havi
lived, traveled to and camped in
uround the muny surrounding villages
outside of Nome.

I wm writing in concern of the sub-
sistence issues risod by Alnskis Native
organizations, the state of Aluska, the
LS. Congress and the courts, as well
as provisions made under the 1.5
Constitution, But before 1 go o fur-
ther detail, 1 would like to express to
you my own background reg) my
own use of living and ing & sub-
sistence way of life.

As fur back as [ can remember, my

pontinued on page five




Native regions, tribes must cooperate

Ty the editosr;

The subkistence wsues will always
be brought up because of the 1m-
Elernmmuut of the Aluskan Nutive

Jlaims Settlement Act, Since this im-
plementation is considered n success,
the assimilation process will not stop,
no malter what we say aboul issues
such us genocide.

One solution | have dtrongly sup-
ported Is to overcome the exclusive
jurisdiction of the state of Alaska. It
could be done by taking ndvantage of
the tribal govermment’s exclusive
junisdiction of Indisn lands. But as

lomg as we have limimad lands Tor iribal
government, we will be hindered with
expanse of exclusive jurisdiction

¢ can and will have o better
leverage for a possible joint state/tribal
subsistence law over rocognized ndian
lands, such as Mative allotments, pre-
Nutive ullotments ard Indian Country
Tribal governments can implemen
their own subsistence munagement
laws thar are tuilored o meet the needs
of the respective Iribes.

This i1s where the question of the
Aluska Nautive Claims Settlement Act
anses — whether the regional corpora-

nons are willing o rransfer ANCSA
lands 1o their tnbal organizations or
leave these lands under the curtent
slate charter

Federnlly chanered corporations
have the right 1o bequest, wke as gift,
huf or inhent any and all descriptions
of lands. Along those lines, the tribal
corporations must waive their
saverelgn immunity before incorpon-
tion of each iribe. We also have the
right to transfer lands to the trbal en-
ity 1o enhiance protection of
undeveloped lunds s vice versa,

Doing so would alleviate the state

charter and exchange o to o federally
chanered corporation that has the
sime propctary copability as the cur
rent ANCUSA corporations

The guestion 1 have for you is this:
Will the regionil corporations and the
tribes of Alaska be willing 10 go w
these extremies o protect themselves
from these subsistence issues thar will
continue on through eons?

Two villages already hive wken ac-
ton on this transfer withowl changing
managemenl

Fhamas S, Nusunginya
Anchorage

Natives can’t live without animals, fish

T the editor:

Subsistence and sustenance are one
andd the same. We Alaska Natives are
whit we consume;, our spiritusl and
food needs waulk hand in hamd.

International treatics guaraniee our
right 1o hunt migratory birds and sea
mainmals, Before itermational Dresties
were enacted, the state of Alaska held
dormumion over our children's bellies.

state laws were put forth profishitng
huntimg ol spring irds. Taking of sca
mammals also way cunatled. 'What

Subsistence is the material value

To the edaor:

As money s imponant to the domi-
nant society, s, 100, is subsistence,
which defined in our erms is the foun-
dation on which the existence of the
Native s based, It is the essence of our
maral, personal, social s economic
values.

The material vilues, brought by the
land ¢lims and the pipeling, are not
understoid by the Native people. For
this reason, they already have dam.

was once ours Tor thousands ol years
was no more. Big game hunters came,
flown in by Bush pilots. They used
their aircraft to chase polar bear o
exhiustion

Then, a hunter with monetary
reserves stepped om on e from
landed plane and shot the bear. Sport
crested econormic giam while boosting
inflated nch egos

This near disaster of overkill by the
stute of Alnska 1o our manne maunmmals
wits halted by the ““Marine Mammal
Protection Act. ™ International law

aged our society through alcohol,

drugs and suicides. 17T we lose our sub-

sistence rights, it only will enhance the

woblems of an already  disrupted
wive society.

Even now, the concept of sub-
dimtence is used in alcobol and drug
programs in the Interior with more
success than other programs. Sub-
sistence s not only the right 1o homt
ard fish, but more for the exisience
of Natives s people

gudrartecd Tull bellies and sparitual
bliss for our peaple

Sea lions are now in population
dechne. This 1s more than g state con
cern: s our condern. 1t is u federal
copcern, IF s an inernational convern
Let il be so

If also our cultural being is jeopard-
ted (us o surely ), let us turn 68 an
mbermational judgment, for the sule of
Alasko wos binsed in the past aod will
choose o do 50 0 the Tuture

The Alaska Federnton of Natives
has chosen, and their cholee was with

Muost issues are dealt with in the
arena of the dominant sociely, so the
issues are generally ope-sided and the
depth of our conterns are nol
undersiood. The State Constitution in
its current form has the potential 1o
destroy our people.

Native leadership i urban seltings
has more recognition than rural. Since
such groups have adopted the life of
urban structure, they can afford 1o give
concessions that tural Natives canmn

the state on subsistence. | am not
AFN, atribe s not AFN and tribes iire
it AFN. Where dues their power
come from il we do not support AFN?
Meither are we corpomtions, We do
nol represent monetary. vilue

We were put on this canth by our
CCireat Sparit W live in harmony . Ene
joying what earth and sea provides for
us. Without our ammals and fishes we
are 0o ore

Charhie Blatchiond
Unalaklect

of Natives

aftord w give

Fallowing procedures and policies
of the dominamt soowely are also
fredgn o the Mitive upderstanding ol
the siuations.

In closing, | want o request that
these important focts are tken nio
constderation when dealing with the
subsistence issues

Lincoln Trin
Arciic Villoge

o After subsistence, what will be lost next?
SUBSISTENCE

continund Irom page thise

own famuly, relutives, cousins, etc.,
huve gone oul and hunied seals,
moose, reindeer, as well as fished for
salmon, trout, ele. They also hunted
migrating birds, ptarmigan, rabbiis
and other edible animals, Along with
this they also picked salmonberries,
blueberries, blackberries, surrah and
other edible plants:

During these times with my own
family, grandparents and foser
wrents, | was tought how to hunt and
l'mh They also tmught me how much
I needed to hunt for,

I was taught to take only enough
food for my own family, and il 1 had
more than enough for my own needs,
to share it with other family members,
friends or neighbors. [ learned 1o tp,
shoot, skin, cook and how to preserve
the meat, berries, fish, etc.

I :n joyed this way of living. It sure

ving to go to the store every
dny Ium\r proud to have been
tﬂm: ulr.l subsistence traditions
nfl:ﬁ: | hope this is not tnken
lwuy rom me, my family or my
children by le who do not live the
way | do. [ live u subsistence lifestyle
in order to live, cat and survive,

Now that | have given you a brief
rundown on my lifestyle of subsistence
living, I would like 10 write about my
own personal views toward all the
disagreements the stute of Alnska, the
Alnska Supreme Court umd the Alnska
Constitution have ogainst Natives

throughout the state.

time we, the Natives of
Alpska, fight for our Native rights,

. traditions and culture, the
state of Alasks, the courts and the
Legislature always seem 1o inlerfere
with our survival needs, such as hunt-
ing, fishing and living off the land,
They block us from carrying on our
culture and subsistence way of Ifie
This affects me personully as well as
every other Nalive living here in
Alaska toduy.

Never before in our Native history
hitve we been limited to what we can
hunt, when we can hunt or how much
we cian hunt. Each time that we, the
Natives of Alaska, have come to some
kind of agreement or terms with the
stute of Alaska, Congress and others,
wie gre still signing a blind agreement.

When I say ““blind agreement,” |
mean that, yes, we do have un agree-
ment in part with these powerful peo-

le. but at the same time we, the

atives of Alaska, have also E’wm up
other very importamt rights and
sacrificed things we are not fully
aware of during the actual signing of
these laws,

This 1s where my subsigtence issue
comoern falls into ;ﬂ: Foften wonder
whiat 1 will lose this time to the state
of Alaska, s courts, constitution or
lhl: C a5 in exhcange for my in-

(mﬁnngjml hunting and fishing
nghu These ri
in practice long

his and their use were
fore nom-MNatives ar-

rived here.

This 15 what bothers me the most:
What will we be losing next” How will
this loss affect me legally”? And how
will this loss affect my children amd
their children in the future? What 15
the state of Alaska really pfter this nme
concerning the Native peoples living
in Alaska? What else do they want 1o
keep or take away from us

| only hope that there will be no
maore laws or restrictions imposed by
the state agninst the Native subsisence
way of life. | believe there ark Current-
ly enough restnctions. MYy own way
nl’:ubuil-tm-: living was just fine the

it was. | have used subsistence
lhr ng before, and 1 will continue 1o
use it again and live that way just as
my parents, rents and others
have done for thousands of years.

| disagree with the judicial solution
becanse under their legal decisions,
we, the Natives, would still possibly
lose 1n our future battles.

I am alko against the logisiative solu-
tion, because again we, the Natives,
may not be fully protected under the
new laws. We would not be given the
full detnils of what all is included in
these amendments.

For the congressional solution, |
may ngree, but only under the best
protection they would have to offer to

all the Aliskn MNatives and to our future
subsistence needs.

1 thuank the fecleral court system for
their sovereignty ruling, and | would
like them to give more support o the
Alasks Natives on more of the legal
suits we file against the state, as well
as other issuey that block us from hv:
ing the age-old culture we have been
uuml o living and hope (0 pass on 1o
our younger generations in the future

The federal solution to ke over the
management of federal lands would be
very positive, but only if the federal
government would help and be
favor of the Alasks Natives in help-
ing us plan and manage — i general
help us with better laws and
protection.

| do not know or have the correc
answer (o these guestions, but I am in
suppart of the needs of Alaska Natives
have. | just hate to see we, the Native
people, losing oul ¢n more of our
culture, heritage amnd subsistence
needs.

I would like to see n foolproof solu-
}im that we all can share and learn
rom.

Thank you for your time,

Respectfully,
\} Bryan C. Willoya

Nome



