We must keep fighting for subsistence

by Kep. Elleen Maoclean
for the Tunders Thmes

JUNEAU — After two days ol emo
tromad talk and o finul debate closed w
non-Nitive outsiders, Alaska Natives

including mysell — agreed las
week on asenes of measures (o wssure
continuation of tradional buntng and
lishing rights.
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OPINION

Uhis ngreement ook ploce ot a
statewide  subsistence gathering
organized by the Alaska Federtion of
Natives

Somme K Natives, most from mral
villuges, met betund closed doors at
the Egan Convenhion Center i An-
choruge and emerged after long hours
of deliberation with a series of resolu
poaes that wene passed unanmmously

h: mwceting, organzed as un educa
ol Torum,  brought  consensual
uprecments among Natives on the
sue 0l subsisience. IU's nothing short
of sraculous that the meetmg forged
stronger agrecment and unity between
Matives aoross the stale

The measures include support for s
state comstitutional amendment that
comtld  revive  Alaska’s old  rural

proority  subsistence law. As you
know, the old law was declared un-
constitutional by the Alasks Supreine
Court in December because it demied
subsistence huntmg and fishing 1o non
rural residents,

In wddition, we agreed o work for
an eventual subsistence prelerence for
all Natives — not just rural residents
— as well a8 tribal mansgememnt of
subsistence schivilies

But while we ngreed on what should
be done and emerged optimistic,
Aluska's long debate over subsistence
s anything bul settled

But while we
agreed on what
should be done
and emerged op-
timistic, Alaska’s
long debate over
subsistence is
anything but
settled.

Signs are strong that the proposals
supported by Natives ol the gathering
will continue 1o face opposition in the
Legislature, as well as from sport
humters amd others who have opposed
Aluska's old subsistence law

The constitutional amendment ap-
proach proposed by Gov. Steve
Cowper and and Rep. George Jacko,
-Pedro Bay, does not have enough
-.upr.m o pass the Legislature

owever, the pathering eventually
agreed ona compromise of sors. We
hacked a proposed constitutional
amendment by Rep. Lyman Holfman,

D-Bethel, that simply allows the state
o enact subsistence laws that are in
step with federal statutes

The House Resource Committee is
expected o pdopt Holfman's nmemd:
ment, perhaps incorporating  the
medsure o one of the other twa con
stitutiondl amendments that curremtly
reside i the commuitiee

Such a change in the consttution ap-
parently would allow the state to
rewnite is laws 1o permil i rurl sub
sislence preference because federal
laws also call for o el priority on
federal lands in Alaska

The Nauve gathenng also agreed (o
urge the state 1o review and revise,
before July 1, all state subsistence
statutes, policies, regulations and pro-
grams and practices i order to
establish an overnll subsistence
management regimie thiat is responsive
o the true subsistence needs ol
Alaskans.

In reaction W our effon along with
others, the federnl government is
soliciting public views on subsistence
through May 13 10 be addressed to:

Reglonal Thrector
slenn Elison
i1 E. Tudor Road
Anchorage 99503

As a guidance for those who wish
o comment, | strongly encourage nll
MNatives (o give mput on this crucial
issue so vital to preserving our cultural
heritage.




