Indian bones in Kansas
reburied after ‘display’

BOULDER, COLQ). The de-
ceased ancestors of the three Indian
tnbes who have been on public display
In Kansas over the last 50 years were
limally put 0 rest in a tnbal reburial
ceremony conducted by the Pawnee
Fnbe of Oklithoma, wecording to the
Nutive American Rights Fund

The reburial ceremoney for the 146
ancestors of the Pawnee, Arikara and
Wichita Tribes was undenaken earlier
this momth. Because of the sensitive
nature of the ceremony, the event was
Cloed to the general public.

Ihe tribal rebunal ceremony marked
the end Of a4 three-year struggle to
clise the so-called **Saling Buria) Pi'*
that offered Lourists for $3.50 4 view
of the bodhes comntained in the burial
ground that was opened 1o the public
in 935

The bodies were estimated o be
around 0 years old. Strong bl op

position and lic outcry led (o the
pit's eventual closing i (989,

The reburial effort, spearheaded by
NARF, ended in the signing of a treaty
which provided for the reburial of the
bodies and  compensation  for the

owners of the land. The Kansas
Legislature passed necessary enabling
legistation for the treaty lust spring.
The legislature ulso enucted & law
which bhuns unregulated public
displays of biman remans and pro-
tects unmarked graves from un
necessary disturbances

1 hope that the rest of the country
will be as sensitive as the people of
Kansas in helping Indian people 10
rebury their desd relatives that are
presently warchoused in museums,
ledernl agenices and umiversities,””
sand Walter Echo-Hawk, the tribes’
alley



