
Winterization .

, For Bush HomesHomes-

AskedAskedA ked : ' StevensStevensT-
heThe Senate AppropriationsAppropriatonsAppropriatAppropriations-

Committee
onsons-

CommitteeCommittee recently passed the1e1e-
Labor.HEW

the-

Labor.HEWLabor-HEWLaborHEWLabor.HEWLaborHEWLabor.HEWappropriations-. appropriations bill ,

including language put in by U.SUS. .

Sen . Ted StevensStgvensSt vens for winterizingwinterizing-
homes

winterizing-
homeshomes in Alaskan villagesvil1ages and forfor-

Native

for-

NativeNative mental health .

Under the Stevens language , thethe-

committee
the-

committeecommittee directs that the1e1e-

Community
th-

eCommunityCommunity ServicesServicesAd-

minis1ration
ServicesA-

dministrationAdministrationAdminis1ration spend at least $11$1-

million

$1-

million
$

million to winterize rural AlaskanAlaskan-

homes
Alaskan-

homeshomes .

The committee estimateseS"timates" thatthat-

the
that-

thethe majority ' of low-incomelowincomelowincomef-
amilies

lowincomef-
amilies

-

families in rural Alaska nownow-

spends
now-

spendsspends 50 per cent of their1eir1eiri-

ncome
their-

incomeincome on fuel during the winterwinter-
months

winter-
monthsmonths .

If the1e home were properlyproperl-
ywinterized

properl-
ywinterizedwinterized , however , fuelfuel-
consumption

fuel-
consumptionconsumption could be cut almostalmost-
in

almost-
iini n halfh al f, the Stevens reportreport-
language

report-
languagelanguage states . -'.

The National Institute ofof-

Mental

of-

MentalMental Health is urged to developdevelop-

aa program aimed at solvingsolving-

mental
solving-

mentalmental health problems affectingaffecting-
Native

affecting-
NativeNative Americans . The reportreport-
language

report-
languagelanguage notes that , while the1e1es-

uicide
the-

suicidesuicide rate for the nation as aa-

whole
a-

wholewhole is 111.91191.919.. per 100,000100000, by thethe-

latest
the-

latestlatest figures , the suicidesuicide-suiciderate- raterate-

among
rate-

amongamong Alaskan Natives is 35.935935.9-

per
35.9-

per
.

per 100,000100000, .

The Stevens provision statesstates-

thatthat1at the committee "isis" mostmost-

concern
most-

concernedconcernedconcern d withwit the extremelyextrextremely-
high

melymely-

higlhighhigl} incidence of mental Jiealthhealthhealth-
problems

healthhealth-

problemsproblems affecting, NativeNativeNative-

Americans
ativeative-

AmericansAmericans . "
The totaltotalappropriationsappropriationsappropriationsa-

pproved
appropriationsa-

pprovedapproved by the committee forfor-

tabor
for-

LaborLabortabor , Health , Education andand-

Welfare
and-

WelfareWelfare is about $36.336.3363$ . billion , anan-

increase
an-

increaseincrease of about $300300$ millionmillion-

over
million-

overover the House allowance .

The bill now goes to the SenateSenate-
floor

Senate-
floorfloor for considerationsconsidera lions .


