Concern 4

~ Capital Clty Concept
and Program

One of the most |mportant tasks in the site selection process
is to define, or describe, what type of city the new capital will

be. How many people will live and work there? How many people.

- will be employed by . state government, and how many more.
people will be employed in Federal and local government activi-
.ties? What secondary or support services will be required? How
many people will these services mvolve and how much space
will they require? . :

The type of services and facilities requued by the new capltal
will be determined largely by its location. A capital near a major
... city could draw on that city's facilities, whereas a more remote

; cny would require its own services. By the same token, if a capital

.is located near a major industrial employment area, additional -

nearby employment opportunities would attract more people to

live in the capital ‘and a greater variety of services would be .

required to accommodate their_ needs.

Space and program requirements of the new capital are being
refined through interviews with State Commissioners and officials
of various departments. At the same time, comparative costs for
developmg the capital in each of the four subzones remaining
in the screening process are also being developed. These costs
comparisons will cover facrlmes transportatuon and utilities
requurements ; ; :

Capital City Analysns e
To determine how alternative locations will affect the require-

ments of a new capital city, the CSSC is analyzing what services .
and facilities would be required for the estimated population.

of State, Federal and local employees. The diagrams shown here

illustrate the process used to analyze the capital city program

.in the selection study. This.degree of combined government
. employment constitutes ‘the “primary employment generator"
- of the new capital city. Government employees in' these three
levels of government and their families will requnre housmg.'- !

schools, medical facilmee and other services.

el e

If the capital were located near a second‘major source ‘of v
employment, the size and diversity of its:population; as'well as' *
secondary retail requirements, transportation and -communi-

cation systems would increase. The combination of goverriment
and private employment implies a more: balanced community’
with a greater variety of activities including 'health care -and
shopping as well as educational facilities and' houslng

-While a relatively isolated city would require its own services, a
capital. located near an urban area would, to a large, degree, . .
eliminate the need to develop certain activmes within 1he\:apital s
city. Some of their services would be’ provided by thé estab-'
lished community. Combining- exnstlng commumty servn’:és with' '

~ the activities of the new capital city Would offér 4 'greater’diver-" !
sity and choice of ‘activities and SGrvlces lthan would be bds'sibké Tk

‘otherwise. S et ! . B

| Concern D
- Regional Land Use Issues

Since capital program specifications will be developed partly on
the basis of access and utility requirements and where employ-
ment and recreation may be found in the region, it is necessary

surrounding areas, particularly, the effect of regional growth
and employment on different capital sites. To do so, established

being identified by comparing maps of established development

with areas designated as suitable for development by Boroughs i

and the Federal/Slate Land Use Planning Commission.

Locatlng the capital near established development or where
future devblopment is expected (
rowth.in. a

‘near any of these resources does not necessarily guerantee that
the resource! will be developed nor, if developed, that it will

to identify possible relationships between the new. capital and

land uses and certain growth trends are being:identified: in_'
_potential capltal development areas. The growth trends are

'ates oertaln condmons for.:

benefit the capital However, benefits could be ‘gained from the

. kinds of varlous retail services and community education, cul-

tural, and medical facilities usually found in large population

‘centers. The *effecls of such relationships will be discussed

through mtervlews with Borough planners, and State and Fed-
eral offlclals as well as Alaskans throughout the State.

The potentlal éreawrde economic impact of tounst agriculture,
forestry, oil, ges. coal, fishing, and hardrock minerals industries

are being assessed and, in Phase 4, particular projects in these b

industries evaluated: for their effect on the capital. A consider- : -

< ation. of these prospectlve activities and regional growth trends
te.
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