
What .is thethe Capital Site Selection
.

Study?
, .

On August 2727,1974271974, 1974 , Alaskans approved InitiativeInitiat ve One , a measuremeasure-
to. to relocate the capital fromfrpm Juneau to Western Alaska . With thethe-
passage

the-
passage( passagepassage of thist s InitiativeIn ti tve , theh extraordinary project of establishestablish-establish-
ing

establish-
ing

¬-
ing a new capital at a newnew location was launched .

A SearchSearch-
The

Search-
The

, ' ,

The Capital Site Selection Study is a search for a new locationlocation-
for

location-
forfor the seat of state government in today'stodays' mainstream of AlaskanAlaskan-
life

Alaskan-
lifelife . A'9-memberA'9A9memberA '*9-member9member- committee appointedappoinfedapPo llfed by Governor J ,. H . HamHam-Ham-
mond

Ham-
mond

¬-

,

mond is'difectingisdifectingIs'ditectingIsditecting' thetlJe 1111month11-month11month-monthmonth- '., study to select not moreore thanthan-
threethree sites for

,
the future capitalapital and to prepare reponsrepo s describdescrib-describ-

ing
describ-

ing
¬-

ing these sites . Voters ofof 'AlaskaAlaska' will cast the vbte\vbtevbtedecidingvotevdte\ deciding
.

"
,

' . '
,

- --
ChangesChangesIn
In recent years , major events have changed the future of Alaska :

the confirmation of oil at Prudhoe Bay on the North Slope , initialinitia-
ldevelopment

nitialnitia-
ldevelopmentdevelopment of this oil field , and the go-aheadgoahead- for constructionconstruction-
ofof the Trans-AlaskaTransAlaska- oil pipeline . The economy which once cencen-cencen-
tered

cen-
tered

¬-
tered on forest products , gold mining and salmon fishing nownow-
relies

now-
reliesrelies more on oil andangandandnatural. natural gas .

Economic developments have been accompanied by populationpopulation-
changes

population-
changeschanges . Until the first part of this century , most Alaskans livedlived-
around

lived-
aroundaround seaports in the southeast.. Like many other states withwith-
capitals

with-
capitalscapitals located on rivers ofor' in port cities , Alaska'sAlaskas' capital inin-

Juneau
in-

Juneau.JuneauJuneau., was onceonce a center of population and trade . Today , howhow-how-
ever

how-
ever

¬-
ever , 90 percentpercpercentnt ofbf AlaskaAJas'ka'sAJaskasAlaskais

' 's 350,000350000350.000350000350,000,. people live westwest bfof meridian
. 141 ' west longitudengitude' ? , the area known as Western Alaska .

22-

CommunicationCommunicationWithCommunicationCommunicCommunicationtiontion-
WithWith these changes has come the need for hard decisions : decideci-deci-
sions

deci-
sions

¬-
sions regarding population growth , highway expansionexpansioQ , wildlifewildlife-
managemen

wildlife-
managementmanagementmanagemen ( , Oil and gas field development , and other resourceresource-
policies

resource-
policiespolicies . Alaskans want to participate in these decisions .

' ' '
\

,

Participation-ParticipationParticipationdepends;
- depends on cpmmunicationc.ommunicationcommunication. . Where most of thethe-

people
the-

peoplepeople live has become a new and important criteria in determindetermin-determin-
ing

determin-
ing

¬-
ing where the seat of governmentgovernment should bebelocatedlocated-locatediocate- . ResponseResponse-
toto a surveysutvey conducted by the Capital Site Selection CommitteeCommittee-
CSSC

Committee-
CSSC( CSSC ) this springspr'ing' indicatedindic ted that people in the southeast havehave-

twice
have-

twicetwice as much contact with 'legislatorslegislators', and government policypolicy-
makers

policy-
makersmakers as peoplepe9ple living in'WesterninWesternin"Western'" Alaska . The same survey alsoalso-
indicated

also-
indicatedindicated that 60 percent of Alaskans think that moving thethe-
capital

the-
capitalcapital to a central areajfea will help improveimpr ve the overall communiommuni-ommunicommuni-communicommuni-
cation

ommuni-
cation

¬-
cation between the majority of Alaskans and their government..

Transportation II>I-

ITodayToday , automotive ,. railra l , and airflir transportationtrans'portation' are more imporimpor-impor-
tant

impor-
tant

'¬-
tant .thanthan.. ships . The CSSCessc surveysurvey showedshow(3dshow3d( that more than 6060-

percent",,

percent of Alaskans would prefer to traveltravel to the capital by car .

. With a new capital centrally locatedlocatedmore," , more people will be ableable-
to

able-
toto travel more easily than it is now possiblepossiblepossible

.
to meet with theirtheir-

elected
. ,

elected representative'srepresentatives '
. , ;;

\

-
which of these sites

,
will be the ' new home of Alaska State govgov-gov-

ernment
gov-

ernment
¬-

ernment on NovemberNovember 2 ,. 1976 . This decision willwilt affect generagenera-¬-

tionsgenerationsof Alaskans to come .

This search is the first step in implementing the Initiative . OnceOnce-
the

Once-
thethe locationloc tion has been decided , other tasks lie ahead . The sitesite-
will

site-
willwill be planned in detail , buildings designed andan constructed ,.

and thethemovthe-movethemove<,- move begun by October ;', 1980 .

This news supplementsupplement willw l1 describe the selection process , thethe-
progress

the-
progressprogress already made ininthe-thethe'the-' searchseatch for sites , and whatwh"twht" isis-

plartned
is-

plannedplannedplartned between now and the November , 1976 election .,

1-\1-:\1XX Alaskans want to knowknow-know-
What

.
are thethe-

ReasonsReasonsReasonstheReasons' for the Move ?

OFF

What is the Law ?

,

h ' JA6.aJA6aJA6.aR. R w 1 ywAtalaywAtalakk 1-1-.- - -.
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The Initiative adopted by the voters in August ,. 1974 requires aa-

capital
a-

capitalcapital site to be selected west of meridianmendian 141 ') west longitude .,

The legislation specifies who is responsible for conducting thethe-
site

the-
site.selectionsitesite.selectionsiteselection., selection process , how the site is to be selected , the timetime-time-
table

time-
table

¬-

table for selection , and the beginning of the relocation . Infn brief ,

Initiative One (A.SAS. . 44.06)44.064406. ) requires that :

A 9-member9member- Capital Site Selection Committee appointed byby-

the
by-

thethe governor is to select not more than 3 potential capital sitessites-
by

sites-
byby December 11 , 1975 . This committee may use whatever comcom-com-
petent

com-
petent

¬-

petent professional andarid technical assistanceasistance? is necessary . TheThe-

Committee
The-

Committee
,

Committee is tot9 prepare reports describingdescribing each of the sites forfor-

Alaska
" "-

and
a-

nd"

Alaska residentsresiderttsresidents "andand to holdhbld publicpublicIpublichearingspublic'hearings'hearingshearingsI' throughoutth roughout thethe-

State
the-

StateState within 18 mo- 'nthsmo-nthsmomoths'

ths of DecemberQecember, 11 , 1974 .

F

4\4-

TheThe sites selecteciselecteselecteiradiusVselecteibyV by the Committee are to be located beyondbeyond-
aa 30-mile30mile3D-mile3D- radiusradiusAnchorageofo Anchorage and Fairbanks .. All sites are toto-

consist
to-

consistconsist of at least 1DO1001 O square miles . This land must be adjoiningadjoining-
but

adjoining-
butbut not necessarilyjinnecessarilyin;, a rectangular block . The state must ownown-

the. the land or be able ' to acquire it withoutwit- .houtwi-thout.
chargecharg . The sites areare-

to
are-

toto be chosen with due regard to accessibilityccess bilitx by road , railroad ,

and 24-hour24hour24-.hour24.hour.hour-. airline service , and have suitable terrain 'forfor'' airportairport-
construction

airport-
constructionconstruction . Each of the locations is; 5 to be immediately classi-classiclassi-
fied'as

classi-
fied'as

classi-
fied'as

-
fied'asfiedas' "reservereserve" use land " bytheby'thelbythelby'the' Division of Land .

The site receiving the greatest number of votes in the nextnext-
general

next-
generalgeneral election after the completionc rnpletion: of the studystudy-NovemberstudyNovember-November
2 , 19761976-wil/1976wil1976-willwill1976wilbecome-will/ become the newnew,;

, capital site .

The legislature shall provide funds for the CSSCessc .
,
After thethe-

new
the-

newnew capital is selected , the legislature shall provide forfor planningplanning-
the, the newI.lIl. W capital ellwandcity ,

, and district within the bounds ofof the areaarea-
selected

area-
selectedselectedselected , for the constructioncconstructionrJstr; ctim of necessaryne essary state ahd publicpublic-
facilities

public-
facilitiesfacilities , and for thtMirtheirir administration . -. i;i-

The

1
, ,

The movemove to the ne\vnevneWneWcapitalnet\)
,

capital shall begin not later than
.

October
1,1980119801 , 1 980 .,

!
'

.
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w

;

Capital . _
!

i ,CapitalSite .- ,'SitelUPPLLMENSite ' SUPPLEMENT31JPPLEMEN't31JPPLEMENt: .: '
I FairbanksF llrbanks News-MinerNewsMinerN ws-MinerwsMiner- .

,, Southeast Alaska Empire . KejchikanKelchikanKetchikan Daily News . Sitka Sentinel . KodiaXKodiakKodia
{

Mirror Homer News . North WindWind-

S
Win-

dSelectict'tnTOnTO' TO : Valdez Copper Basin NewsNe'fsNefsNews' CheechakoCteechako, News RiverRiver Times Tundra Drum PetersburgPetersburQ Pilot Chugiak-EagleChugiakEagleCl1ugiak-EagleCl1ugiakCtiugiak-EagleCtiugiak- River Star No'meNomeNdme' NuggetSSelectie I ect't\nct'tcttnNuggeteNuggetQ'\ n NuggetRainbowIyQ RainbowRi'llnboV/Ri'llnboVRillnboVRi'llnboVSentif'1el' !/ SentjnelSentif'1elSentif1elSentinel,' . Seward Phoenix Log . Peninsula Clarion . Cordova Times I'+ *. Tundra jTimes; TimesTirnes Pioneer All AlaskaI\laskaIlaska\ WeeklyWaekly
CommitteeWaeklyCommitteeWeeklyCommitteePalmer FrontiersmanFrontiersman


