
Readerdeader unhappy with decisiodecision
Dear Governor Sheffield :

When all is said and done ,
what recourse is available to thethe-
residents

the-
residentsresidents of Tuluksak ?

I am referring to your ad .

ministration'sministrations' recent decision toto-
allow

to-
allowallow NorthlcmdNorthland Gold DredgingDredging-
aa permit to divert and re.bedrebedre-bedrebedre.bed-
the

rebed-
the

.-

the Tuluksak RiyerRiver and GraniteGranite-
Creek

Granite-
CreekCreek , both KuskokwimKuskokwirn RiverRiver-
tributaries

River-
tributariestributaries in western AlalkaAlaska! , asas-

reported
as-

reportedreported in the Saturday , May
12 edition of the( lie "AnchorageAnchorage"Anchorage-
Daily

"Anchorage-
Daily

"
Daily News ," and elsewhere ,.

In a spmetimes.heatedspmetimesheatedspmetimes . heated phonphonephone-
conversationconversation that day wilhwith Mr .

John Shively , your chiefchiefofchief.of.staffchiefof.staffchiefofstaff.of.staff,
he infom1edinfomted me that therethere-
were

there-
werewere perhaps two recoursesrecourses-
available

recourses-
availableavailable to the Tuluksak vilvii .

lagers : I ) A court chalchallengeenge

2)2) or going to the legislaturelegislature-
forfor further protection .

According to him , the issueissue-
is

issue-
isis not mining , but the effectseffects-
of

effects-
of, of mining ., While I am ' notnot-
one

not-
oneone to argue that no miningmining-
should

mining-
shouldshould take place in the statestate-
of

state-
ofof Alaska , I would argue nownow-
that

now-
thatthat your administration'sadministrations ' viewsviews-
on

views-
onon this issue are way off.baseoffbaseoff.base .,

By "youryour" administratiadministrationn" II-
am

I-
amam referring to your staff ,

the commissioners in questionquestion-
who

question-
who(who , accaccordingrding to Mr . Shively'sShivelysShively's-

best
Shively's-

best
'

best guess , have not even visitedvisited-
Tuluksak

visited-
TuluksakTuluksak in reference to thisthis-
issue

this-
issueissue) , and ultimately , yourself..

Mr Shively spoke of "sign-"signsign"sign-
ificant

"sign-
ificant

" -

ificant ,, environmental damage"
and of the fact that NorthlandNorthland-
Gold

Northland-
GoldGold ';can do what they saysay-
they're

say-
they'rethey'retheyre' going to do" as longlong-
asas they don'tdont' create the fonnerformer .

Hasn'tHasnt' this already happened ,

though ? Apparently , the fol-folfol-

lowing
fol-

lowing
--

lowing facts , as reported in thethe-
"News

the-
"News"NewsNews" , :;' do not addadd.upaddup.up to thethe-
state's

the-
state'sstate'sstates' definition :

A ) The Tuluksak River is usedused-
for

used-
forfor drinking water , a fact fewfew-
of

few-
ofof us who have not had water-waterwater-
carried

water-
carried

-

carried sicknesssicknessess , nor drankdrank-
contaminated

drank-
contaminatedcontaminated water , can appreppre-ppreppre-
ci

-

cidatete ., Northland Gold'sGolds' dredredgg-gg-
ing

-

ing activities muddied the water ,
and proposed safeguards werewere-
not

were-
notnot carried.outcarriedoutcarried-outcarriedout.- ..
B) The Tuluksak RiverU er ., and thethe-
down.riv

the-
downdown.rivdownrivdown .riverr Kusko for hUndredhundredshundred-
sof.otheofof.otheofothe. other; villagers , is used as aa-

direct
a-

directdirect means of livelihood ; eveneven-
mOre

even-
moremOre significant , for subsistencesub istence ,

. . ..
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BntBill' Hess , 'reprep' reporteandrte? and phophotoo .
,

graphelgrapher , has been nnamedn ed cti.ngctingacting.
:

editor of the ,. Tundra Times ,

replacing UndaLinda Lord-JenkinsLordJenkins- ,

who left her post to estaestablishestablish-
her

lishlish-
her ' "

her own business .

Hess has servedservedwithwith the

.

an endeavor few of us who arcarearc-
holed.up

are-
holedholed.upholedupholed .up all day In offices andand-
boxes

and-
boxesboxes can masterma ler '

, lellet alonealone-
hope

alone-
hopehope to emulate if our sur-surstir-stirsur-
vival

stir-
vival

-

vival depended on itIt..

C ) 111eThe effects of mining , oror-
making

or-
makingmaking use of a non.renewablenonrenewablenon.renewable-
resource

nonrenewable-
resource

.

resource , pose a significant .'

threat and have already donedone-
damage

done-
damagedamage to thfoth fisheries , aa-

renewable
a-

renewablerenewable resource .

To say that the environ .

mental damage that will be donedone-
to

done-
toto the Tuluksak River areaarea-
and

area-
andand the people who dependdepend-
onon it is "controllablecontrollable" " is argu-arguargu-
ing

-

ing the ridiculous . It is likelike-
arguing

like-
arguingarguing that tuberculosis Is.con-Is.conIs.con-
trollable

is
,

. con -,

trollable , It iStiStandis , and you can eveneven-
choose

even-
choosechoose between a modernmodern-daymoderndaymodernday-
prevention

fayfay-
prevention

.<-
prevention or cure ., But I knowknow-
aa man who had t., b . : AlthoughAlthough-
itit was eventually "controlledcontrolled" ,"
he 'waswas' pennanentlypermanently crippledcrippled-
by

crippled-
byby it .

Your own experts at thethe-
Department

the-
DepartmentDepartment of Fish and Game,

acting as a monitoring . and enen-enen-
forcement

.-

forcement agency , and justjust-
doing

just-
doingdoing their jobs , were over-overover-
ruled

over-
ruled

-

ruled in denying the NorthNorth-North-
land

.-

land pennitpermit by office expertsexperts-
atat the Office of Management andand-
Budget

and-
BudgetBudget .

That is like having the headhead-
of

head-
ofofofwindowwindow washers take-overtakeovertakeover-
the

takeover-
the

--
the personnel manager'smanagers' job ,
andandviceversaice.versaiceversavice-versaviceversa, .- . There is nono-
logic

no-
logiclogic .

Mr . Shively spoke ofofaa fivefive-fiv-
eyeai

.-

year-miningyearminingyeaiminingyeai-mining plan . If this travestytravestytravesty-
isis allowed to continue , becausebecause-
nono one did the right thing

", .

is reclamation of Northland'sNorthlandsNorthland's-
operations

Northland's-
operations

'
operations extensively andandminmin-minmin-
utelyaddressedf

-,

utelyaddressedfutely addressed ?utelyaddressedfJudging
Judging from their tratracktrackrekkrere-rere-

cord
re-

cord
--

cord of the
,

last couplcouple ofof-
seasonsseasons , they w1l1will\ geedneed it . HeHe-
also

He-
alsoalso spoke ' of the.jtatthejtatthe

,
. state ' txperper-

cising
r}

cising its option to monitormonitor-
the

m pItor "

the mining operation in thethe-
future

the-
futurefuture . WhWhy was this not donedone-
in

done-
inin the past ? If thithis$ is the wayway-
the

way-
thethe State of Alaska adminiadmini-admini-
sters

.-

sters its duties , what is it doingdoing-
trying

doing-
tryingtrying to regain managementmanagement-ofofmanagementof-
federallymanaged

'-'ofof'of-
fe'derallymanagedfe'derally-managedfe'derallyfederallymanagedfederally-managed

'
- marmarinene mammam--mam-

mals
.

mals?mals? , . , '
One legal and moralargumentmoralmorala'iiargumentargument-

if
a'iiaii'

en

(if moralsmorali . have ; any .
'-role
r-oleTole'

fninfn-

governme
in-

governmentgovernmegovernmenttt) thatthat could be madmademade-
in

'

tin
.
regardsr ards to :' fJorthla'rldfJorthlarldNorthlarid: ' '

GGoldld
.II..11. . - .

" "' ' -. , . , , ,

TTundraTundratT'sinesndra tT'sinestTsines,T'nes since 198rand1981"and1981and" is
'.aa. a '

, familiarfam Jia face' toto-maltytomaltytomaltyof,- nanynanyof'thof'thofthof' thethe-
Times

"

TImes.
' : readersreaders'havingreadershaving,:; ' having JraveledtraveledJraveled-

'extensively
. traveled-

extensively'extensivelyextensively' in rural Alaska'cover-Alaska'coverAlaskacoverAlaska'cover-
ing

''

-

ing many Native events .

The announcement of Hess '
appointment as editor was made

4 _ -

is whetherwhetheror-oror- not it has been-
acting

beenbeen-
acting

'
acting on gordgo d faith .

By breaking critical promisepromisespromises-
mademade to villagers and by notnot-
acknowledgingl

not-
acknowledgingiacknowledginglacknowledgingi its operations aasas-

aa source of pol1utionpollution (muddledmuddiedmuddled-
water

muddied-
waterwater , and all that this reflects ) ,

Northland Ita'sItashas
'

demonstrateddemonstrated-
thatthat it is not acting in goodgood-
faith

good-
faithfaith . 1111sThis business had to get-

the
getget-

the .the state involved in policing-
its

policing
itsit questionablquestionable activities inin-
oracr

in-

orUeroracrorUer to continue them ., :

The very fact that., the 'statestate'state-
found

",' tate
'

found itselfitselfnegotiatingnegotiating withwith-
Northland

with-
NorthlandNorthland Gold (and by thethe-
w

the-
waywwayy , who paid the c"onsuhnntsconsuhnntsconsultants" '

bills? ) indicates that slgnisigni-signisigni-

ficant

.-

ficant environmental damage is aa-

concern
a-

concernconcern , albeit a late one .

TIleThe concern was not transtrans-trans-
lated

.-

lated into action that was apap-apap-
propriate

.-

propriate to the situation ,. TIleTheTIle-

st

The-

state'sststate'sstateste'stes' altitudeattitude seems to be :

Who cares about the past andand-
the

and-
thethe people of Tuluksak ? AndAnd-
for

And-
forfor that matter , who carescares-
about

cares-
aboutabout the loss of 2,6502650,; feetfeet-
from

feet-
fromfrom the Tuluksak River andand-
Granite

and-
GraniteGranite Creek? Just tltethe fishfish-
that

fish-
thatthat spawned there ?

Northland Gold hopes to ap-
pease

ap-apap-
pease

-

pease its detractors and per-perper-
haps

per-
haps

-

haps itself by offering to cleanclean-clean-

up

.-

up after themselves in the pastpast-
few

past-
fewfew years ?

I realize that the state adminiadmini-admini-
stration

.-

stration is a proponent of ex-ex-ex-
panded

ex-
panded

-

panded mining opportunites . I1I-

did

1-

diddid not realize that the State-
of

StateState-
ofof ' Alaska will allow a provenproven-
polluter

proven-
polluterpolluter , Northland Gold , toto-
walk

to-
walkwalk alloverall over peoples ' rightsrights-
to

rights-
toto lheThe basic necessities of life ,

and then re.affirmreaffirmre-affirmreaffirm.- the perpe-perpeperpe-
trator's

perpe-
trator's

-

trator'strators' "rightright" " to do it by-
granting

byby-
grantinggranting them their pennpermitit..

Now is the time , GovernorGovernor-
Sheffield

Governor-
SheffieldSheffield , to reconsider andand-
assume

and-
assumeassume the tole ofofaa public

. diizencitizen , rather than appearingappearing-
to

ppe ringring-
to 'to tct;act as a private citizen , in aa-

public
a-

publicpublic position of pbwer , look-looklook-

ingout
look-

Ing

-

ing-outingoutIng-out _ for the interests ofof-
another

of-
anotheranother private ccitizentiz n , the Qwnown .,

er of Northland Gold Dredging .

The courts andand. legislaturelegislature-
ate

'
ate .poorpoor. $lbsitutessubsitutes! for remedy-remedyremedy-
ing

-.

ing :, what , should .- never havehavethave-
taken

have-
taken

t
taken placeplaceIs.:" -IsIs-Is. :'

. tinietime
.

on 'youryour'your-
side

'your
"

sideside-sidesidet? '-
: t\

: " ' . . . " '
>

. . Sincerely ,
-

, MarthaMartha
' UpicksounUpicksoun t' '

.

by :;SylviSylvia
, ,
Carlsson , President ;', ''

,

on MMay'yy' 31 :'
.'
. . . .

"TheThe" Times Ii1s1sveryIivvveryry.JQrtryJQrt.; fortunatefortunate-
to

n te
_ _ _

to havehave1someone
;
someone of Bill'sBills' capaeapa .

bility as a journalist and aa-

photographer
a-

photographerphotographer to fill the post ., "
CarlssonCatisson said .
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