
Tapeworm-carriedTapewormcarried- disease can be prevented
by DrUr .. Ted MalaMala-

Tundra

Mala-

tundraTundra TimesTime-
s"You

times-
"You"YouYou" better wnte a artldearticleartlde-

about
article-

aboutabout omethingsomething gO\l1ggOl1ggoing\ aroundaround-
different

around-
differentdifferent villagevillages up NortNorthNorth-
people

hh-

peoplepeople are afraid toto eat carihnucariboucarihnu-
meat

caribou-
meatmeat ever sinccsince they tooktook-
that

took-
thatthat boy from Ambler to thethe-
hospital

the-
hospitalhospital in Anchorage when hiolhishio-

llung

his-

lung
!

lung collapsed ."
Hilda Wood\WoodWood'sWoodsWoodusually\' usuallyusuallysmilingmlhngsmilingsmiling-

face

, mlhng-
faceface was ftlledfilled wllhwithwllhconcernwithconcernconcernconcern-
and

concern-
andand worry WuhWith a qUick VISUvtsitVIS-
Uto

vtsit-
toto the ANS Hospitalllospitalllospitalinmin And-AndAnch-AnchAnd-
orage

Anch-

orage
!--

orage and a converconversationat Ion WIIwithwith-
one

hh-

oneone of the count ry\ryrybetry'-
s

ry-
s\' betbest, chechestchest-

surgeons
tt-

urgeonsurgeonssurgeons, and world expert ', on aa-

medical
a-

medicalmedical prohlemproblem called "CYCY"( '-ystic
y-

stic'-
ysticHyditid

' " IH:

HyditHyditidId DheaDiseasee " ( pronouncedpronounced-
istick"% l-tltis-tickistick! - Ick lugh-dat.idlughdat.idlughdat.iddatidhighdat'Idhigh -dat'Iddat'IddatId- .' ) , I quickly-

found
qUicklyqUickly-

foundfound the anweranswers, , peoplepenpie werrwerewerr-
lookmg

were-
lookinglookmglooking forfor-

A

for-

AA very kmdkind and gentle man ,

even omewhatsomewhat, shy ,, Dr JoeJoe-

Wilson

Joe-

WilsonWilson quietquietlyIy workworks" all 110UrSthours110UrSt-

Wit

hours-
withWitwithh patientpatients often runnmgrunning

hetweenbetween 1mhis fourth floordoor sur-sursur-
gery

" ur-.
geryoflkegeryofficegery oflkeoffice (he IIis! the ANS-

Chief
ANS

hiefofChiefofChief(,hief of Surgery ) and thethe-
operating

the-

operatingoperating rOOI111rooms! of the hohos-hoshos-

pital
-.

pilatpital
pilatIpitalI

I told him that people werewere-

Ioncerned
were-

concernedIoncernedconcerned: that they might catchcatch-
ometlting

catch-
somethingometltingsomething, frol11from eating cariboucaribou-
meat

caribou-

neatmeatneat that would make themthenthem-
skk

then-
sickskksick and even collapse theirtheir-
lungs

their-
lungslungs Helie then showed me somesonicsome-
of

sonic-
ofof the studies" tudie that helie has beenbeen-
doing

been-
doingdoingdoingonon the ubjectsubject" for yearlyearsyearl-

We
years-

We
!

We looked at the case of aa-

12year.old
a-

i12-year.old12year.old12year.oldyearoldZ-year.oldZyear.oldZi - .. boy who becamebecame-
very

became-
veryveryverysicksick, ick with a high fever andand-

eemed
and-

seemedeemedseemed, to be coughing upup-
a

up-
aa lot of water The doctordoctorsdoctors-
knewknew that thiolthis! wawas not an oror-oror-

dinary

.-

dmarydinary case of pneumomapneumonia andand-
that

and-
thatthat the boyboy'sboys' problems beganbegan-

during
began-

duringduring a hunting trip yearsyears-
ago

years-
agoago .

11It was at that thnetime thatthat-
they

that-
theythey killed a moose or cari-caricartcari-
bou

-.

bou and fed the lungs of the

dead animal to their dogsdogs-

Later

dogs-

LaterLater on , the dog passed thethe-

wonn

the-

wonnwonn infection it got from thethe-

lungs

the-

lungslungs it had eaten to the boyboy-

where

boy-

wherewhere they grew in his IUhgslungsIUhgs-

.in

lungs.-

in.inin. a Httlelittle sack or "cystcyst" "
-,

This sack contained fluid-
which

fluidfluid-
whichwhich drained into his lungslungs-

which
lungs-

whichwhich made themthem collapse ., HefieHe-

also
fie-

alsoalso was able to cough up aa-
lot

a-
lotlot of this liquid TIleyThey werewere-

able
were-

ableable to treat him at the hoshos-hos-

pital

.-

pital without havtnghaving to dodo-
major

do-
majormajor surgerysurgery-

Out
surgery-

OutOut of the 330 knownknown-
Alaskan

known-
AlaskanAlaskan and Candian cases upup-

to

up-
ttot o 1971 , 100 of them had toto-
he

to-
hehe operated on . Depending onon-

t

on-

thetthehe case , somesonic requirerequireu\uusurgerysurgery-

and
'\ rgeryrgery-

andand others don'tdont' .

Cystic Hydatid Disease is-

caused
isis-

causedcaused by a small tapewormtapeworm-
that

tapeworm-
thatthat is found in Alaska In dogsdogs-

and
dogs-

andand wolves . ScientifiScientificallyal1y thisthis-

tapeworm

this-

tapewormtapeworm is called "EchinocoEchinoco" chinocochinoco-
ccus

.

ccus granulosus " and , is veryvery-

tiny
very-

tinytiny . ,. .. only a quarter of an

----- --

mchinch long :,

Look at the drawing and-
follow

andand-
followfollow the arrows Moose andand-
caribou

and-
cariboucaribou swallow these tapewormtapeworm-
eggs

tapeworm-
eggseggs when they eat plants oror-
drink

or-
drinkdrink water that has been con-concon-
taminated

con-
taminated

-

taminated by wolf or dogdog-
feces

dog-
fecesfeces .

Once the egg is in them ., it-
changes

itit-

changeschanges its form and turnsturns-
into

turns-
intointo its cystic form ., UkeLike 3a but-butbut-
terfly

but-
terfly

-

terfly and a catterpiller , the-
tapeworm

thethe-
tapewormtapeworm ggoes'eses' from its eggegg-

fonn
egg-

formfonnform to is cystic fom1fom and likelike-

to
like-

toto live in moose and caribou-
lungs

cariboucaribou-
lungslungs .

11\ere11ereThere\ their little headsheads-
called

heads-
called(called "scolicesUscolicesU"scolicesscolices" " ) attach them-themthem-

selves

them-
selves

-

selves until some dog or wolfwolf-
comes

wolf-

coniescomesconies along and eats them upup-
along

up-
alongalong with the lungs . In the dogdog-
or

dog-
oror wolf ' they grow into fullfull-

adult
full-

adultadult worms and start layinglaying-
eggs

laying-
eggseggs which go out in the ani .

mal'smals' feces . TIleThe man gets themthem-
from

them-
fromfrom being around his dogsdogs-

and
dogs-

andand it spreads to his family .

_ _Ilow<: _can:an you prevenprevent _thlsthis

from happening after you killkill-

you
kill-

youyou next n\OosenOosemoose\ or caribou ::

Easily if you follow these steps :

I . Get rid of the lungs ( andand-

unused

and-

unusedunused livers ) of all moose ,

relndeerreindeer and caribou so thatthat-
dogs

that-
dogsdogs cannot eat them

2 . Do not feed the liver to dogs-
without

dogsdogs-

withoutwithout first cookingcookin it well .

3 . If you notice these cystscysts-

or(or sacks ) in the lungs of youryour-

moose

your-

moosemoose or caribou ., the rest ofof-
the

of-
thethe animal IS SAFE to eat .

In other words ., humans can-cancan-

not

can-

not

-

not get the tapeworm fromfrom-
eating

from-
eatingeating animal flesh . HumansHumans-
do

Humans-
dodo not get it from moose oror-
caribou

or-
cariboucaribou . TilEYTHEY GET IT FROMFROM-
INFECTED

FROM-
INFECTEDINFECTED DOGS .

IfIfyouyuuyou are notnut sure)ure aboutabout-
all

about-
allall of lhisthis , ask your local hos-hoshos-
pital

hos-
pital

--
pital service unit or get in touchtouch-

with

touch-

withwith Dr . Wilson at the Alaska-
Native

AlaskaAlaska-
NativeNative Medical Center in Anch-AnchAnch-
orage

Anch-
orage

--
orage .

---- - ----


