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PHOTOS BY BILL HESS '

Ivan Gambell pilotsp10ts his loaded skiff to the Angoon dock where his fishing boat lies ready to take to the sea .

An eagIeeale, flies overhead as Gambell and crew head to sea .
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Don Bremner prepares the bait..
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Southeasterners fish for the Halibut
I

by Bill HessHess-

Tundra

Hess-

TundraTundra TimesTime-
s"Weell

Time-
s"Weell"We-ell"WeWeell" -- , I1 heard it throughthrough-

the
through-

thethe grapevine ' Notot much longerlonger-
would

longer-
wouldwould you be mmemine ! " The tune .

a recording of the late rockrock-
star

rock-
starstar MarvlDMarvin Gaye ., blasts OutOut-
from

out-
fromfrom the tape deck wIth suestyesue-
ngth

stye-

ngthngth enough 'QQro' overwweroverpower thethe-
churning

the-
churningchurning roar of the outboardoutboard-
engine

outboard-
engineengineengineIt

It will be heard manvmany timestimes-
thIs

times-
thisthIs day .

IIUpUp in' tHe ., sky, a bald eagleeagle-
breaks

eagle-
breaksbreaks away from two comcorn .

panions and glides to a landinglanding-
inin the lush hemlock trees growgrow-
ing

.

ing on the nearby bankbank-
Although

bank-
AlthoughAlthough it is only about

6:00600: am .., a number of boatsboats-
I

boats-
haveI have already moved throughthrough-

I

through-
theI the narroW channel ., with itsits-

J

its-

strong

its-

strongJ strong tidal curtentscurrents , whichwhich-
separates

which-
separatesseparates FavoritFavorite Bay fromfrom-
Chathartt

from-
ChathamChatharttChatham StraitStrait..

On thehe shoreline stands thethe-
Russian

the-
RussianRussian Orthodox Church andand-
the

and-
thethe homes of Angoon , locatedlocated-
onon the western shotesojes off Ad .

miralty Island , or as the
,
TUnT1in.:=

gits callall it , Kootznoowoo ., "Fort-"FortFort"FortSFortS"Fortr-
ess

"FortS-
ress

" -

ress of the bears ."' '
The halibut opening does notnot-

begin
not-

beginbegin until 12:001200: noon , butbut-
with

but-
withwith only 72?2 hours to take aa-

full

a-

fullfull year'syears' commercial catch itit-
is

It-

isis neccessaryneecessary for the many fish .
ennenermen of the Village to get toto-
their

to-
theirtheir different locations anandand-
prepareprepare their hooks and lineslines-
for

lines-
forfor the minute when they cancan-
be

can-
bebe dropped into the water

,

The sea is very calm at first .,

but as Ivan GamblGamblF pilots hishis-

boat
his-

boatboat out into the waters of thethe-
strait

the-
straitstrait , the wind picks up andand-
choppy

and-
choppychoppychoppywaveswaves , some toppedtopped-
with

topped-
withwithwithsmallsmallsmallwhitecapswhitecaps , rock thethe-
boat

the-
boatboat backbackandand forth ,.

On board with Gamble is hishis-
friend

his-
friendfriend and classmate fromfrom-
Mount

from-
MountMount EdgecumbeFdgecumbe High School ,

Don Bremner, and his brotherbrother-
in

,

inin.lawinlaw.law, Dave BogueHogue ., BremnerBremner-
had

Bremner-
hadhad beebeen working a desk jobjob-
In

job-
InIn Yakutak until a couple ofof-
months

of-
monthsmonths earlier , when he dedc .

cided to leave that world be .

hind and come down to An .

goon to become aaunomulunomul"normalnormal" "
person again

He has been fishing sincesince-
he

since-
hehe was a small child ., havinghaving-
learned

having-
learnedlearned the trade from hishis-

father
his-

fatherfather BogueHogue is a non.NativenonNativenon-NativenonNativenon.Native-
living

nonNativel-
iving

.-

living in Seattle with his wife ,

Gamble'sGambles' sister ., 'HeHe'
lie spent severalseveral-

years
several-

yearsyears living and working inin-

Sitka
in-

SitkaSitka and Mount Edgecumbe ,

and is retired from the U.SUSU.SrUSrU.SrAir. . AirAir-
Foree

Air-
ForceForeeForce
ForeeHeForceHe

He like.slikes. Alaska ., and enjoYenjoysenjoys-
returning

$
returning now and then ., butbut-
says

but-
sayssays that both he anand his wifewife-
are

wife-
areare content to live the rest{est ofof-
their

of-
theirtheir lives outside .

When opening comes GambeUGambellGambeU-

takes
Gambell-

takestakes the boat once again .

A whale spouts nearby butbut-
Continued

but-
Continued(Continued on Page Twenty )
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I Halibut
HalibutContinued

(Continued from Page Nine )
Hogue and Bremner are tootoo-
bu

too-
busybubusy attaching the lcoresscores! ofofix'

ix} hookhooks to tthehe different line'slines' .,

sinking them to the bottom ofof-
the

of-
thethe leasea! ,.

It is hard work ., especiallyespecially-
when

especially-
whenwhen they return to the lines

,' in the late afternoon and laborlabor-
wen

labor-
wellwenwell into the night hauling upup-
halibut

up-
halibuthalibut , sifted out from thethe-
starfishtarfishstarfish ., sea cucumbers , cod ,

bullhead and other creaturescreatures-
which

creatures-
whichwhich come up from the seasea-
bottom

,eaea-
bottombottom ,.

WithWithaa low price , (6565( cenbcentscenb-
a

cents-
aa poundpoundcomparedcompared to last year\yearyear'syearsyear-
$1

\'
$11$1.25)1.25125$ .25).2525. ) the 1200 pounds ofof-
halibut

of-
halibuthalibut they will eventualIyeventually har-harhar-
vest

har-
vest

--
vest will not bring in muchmuch-
money

much-
moneymoney .

Some of the bigger boatsboats-
which

boats-
whichwhich have come up from otherother-
places

other-
placesplaces and wlwhichwhicharechchareare loaded withwith-
all

with-
allall kinds of machinmachiness , pulleespullees-
and

pullees-
andand fancy gadgets will take asas-

much
as-

muchmuch as 90,00090000, pounds ,.

, "They'reTheyre" ' a different type ofof-
person

oo-
person

f
person than I am ," Bremne-
sighs

BremnerBremneBremner-
sighs

r
sighs , in the evening, afterafter-
pulling

afteafte-
pulling

f
pulling up a line ,. Some 100100-
eagles

1010-
eagleseagles feed from a herring ruru-
about

runrun-
about

n
about a quarter of a mile northnorth-
of

nortnort-
of

h
of the boat.. A seal pokes itit'sitsit's-
head

's
head up from the water maybemaybe
200 yards away to study thethe-

t

thth-
I

e

tI people who have floated intoint
1\11it's,44, \ .'.44. . it'sits' domain . During lunch , a
r\ :; sea otter swam by the bearbeachII-

where"

. where'
rest was taken ; severalsevera 1

:
: porpoises-wereporpoiseswereporpoises '- were spotted .

Ducks , and geese , fly byby-
sometimes

,

t

1111sometimessometimes, lighting in the water .

: . '
A loud exploding 'noisenoise' eruptserupterupts-

t

erupt-
from

s

t from the southsouthsideside of the boat ,

. f :, "/ Spray lifts into the air as theth

.

<

.
''

flat back,, off a humpback whalewhat
" ' '

1-11glidesi
-, glides through the water , thethe-

curles
thenn

1
curiescurles into la massiv.emassive. displaydispladispla-

fi
t

fifiof\
,

of muscle and powepower , a greagreatgreat.-
l: ..lIf; tail of thethth-

its

\-
\.l.-l\ If',r risesrises'momentarilyrisesmomentarilyrises'momentarilyout.' momentarily out e

.

'
,

itsitswater'
water , thenthen gIidesglides b'eneathbeneath

'

thethth-
surface

e

L surface .,

.
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