
BLUE
,

SPRUCE
" .

APPOINTED
"

" CHAIRMANGHAIRMAN
HEW Assistant Secretary forfor-

Human
for-

HumanHuman Development ;, Stanley B .
ThomThomass , Jr . , today announcedannounced-
the

announced-
thergeBlueGeorgeBluethe appointment of Dr . GeGeorgerge
Blue Spruce , Jr . , as full-timefulltimefulltime-
ChAirman

fulltime-
Chairman

-

Chairman of HEW'sHEWs'' Intra-
Departmental

Intra-
Departmental

Intra-
Departmental

Intra-Intra-

Departmental Council pnon IndianIndian-
Affairs

Indian-
AffairsAffairs .

""SinceSince,, its formationormationformation in April ,
- 1975 , the Council , under Dr .

Blue Spruce'sSprucesSpruce'sSpruces' ,' leadership , hahas$ '

becomedevelopinentdeveloptnentaaamajormajor policy developdevelop-¬-

mentinenttnent vehicle in the Department ,
and it nownownovW " requires a1-1!-1fulltimefull-timefulltimefulltime-
Chairman

-

<:;Chairmanhairtnan tto pilot its ., variedvaried-
activities

varied-
activitiesactivities ,"'' Assistant Secretary

"Thomas"Thomas said .
'

Dr . Blue . Spruce 'has'has beenbeen-

holding
been-

holdingholding a dual post , as Direct'or-

of
DirectorDirect'orDirector-

of
'

of the Office of Native AmericanAmerican-
Programs

American-
ProgramsPrograms andandasas CCounciluncil Chair-

man
Chair-

man
Chair-

man
Chair-Chair--*'

man , Dr ., Blue
,
Spruce willwill-

continue
will-

continuecontinue to reportreport directly toto-

Assistant
to-

AssistantAssistant SecrSecretarytary Thomas , butbut-

he
butbut-

hehe and the council staff will honono-

longer
no-

longerlonger be ., directly ' connectedconnected-
with

connected-
withwith ''thethe Office of NativeNative-
American

Native-
AmericanAmerican Programs .

The Council , is composedcompqsed of
25 key pfficialsofficials ' within thethe-

Department
the-

DeparttnentDepartmentDeparttnentDepartmentwho-'--whowho'who reflect thethe-

authoritie
the-

authoritiesauthoritiesauthoritie and concerns of most

of ..thethe HEW agencies . As Chair-

man
ChairChair-¬.-

man of the CoCounciln'cilncil' , Dr . BlueBlue-
Spruce

Blue-
SpruceSpruce is responsible for pprovid-

ing
providprovid-' rovid-

ing
rovid-rovid-.

inging
*'

,
leaderleadershipip in develdevelopingp1l , andand-

proposing
and-

proposingproposing to the SecretarySecretary-
A

:

.':'AA--AAA comprehensive IndianIndian-
Policy

Indian-

PolicyforPolicyPolicyfor''forfor, for legislative
f, regula-

tory
regula-

tory
regula-

tory
regula-regula-

. tory , and administrativeadministrative-
application

' .

applicationapplicatiol! thrthroughoutghout
, thethe-

Department
the-

DepartmentDepartmentADepartment-Department;:;-'
.

--AA strategy , forfOf more effecti-
vJe

effect-
ive

effecteffect-¬-

ivJeiveive deliverydeliveiydeliveiyandand coordinat-
ion

coordinat-
ion

coordinatcoordinat- ¬-
'

ion
,
of Departmental ., ,

resourcesresources to IndiansIndians-
A

;
---AA--A- series ;

'of'of'ofstrategies
,
strategies andand-

recommenda
and-

recommendationsrecommendarecommendationsons on data

-''mariagemariage-managementmanagementmanagementent actactivitiesactvitievitie . ,, bothboth-
within

both-
withinwithin andandoutsideoutside HEW ,

that affect Indian people ;

and
andAnand.An

---AnAn-.An.An--An.- improved communicat-
ion

communicat-
ions.system

communicat-
ionssystem

communicat-communicat-
ionions.systemionssystem.,.systemsystem on Indian affairsaffairs-
within

affairs-
witnin'thewitfiinwithinwitnin'thewitninthe

'

the Department , withwith-
other

with-
otherother , Federal agencies , andand-
with

and-

withndianwithwithndian)Indian people .

Dr . Blue Spruce , a PuebloPueblo-
I

Pueblo-
IndianIIndiandian from the viJIagvillagess of SanSan-

Juan
San-

JuanJuan and
..- Laguna
L-

agunaLaguna in NewNew-
Mex

New-
MexMex ,. came .,

'
'tt''toto the Office pf.NapfNapfNativepfNative-

Americ
. tivetive-

AmericanAmericanAmeric n Programs in 19741974-
from

1974-
fromfrom HEW'sHEWs' Health ResourcesResources-
Adminis

Resources-
AdministrationAdminisAdministrationation wherwherq he waswas-

LiaisonLiaisonaison Officer , ,
..forforfor Indian-

Concerns
Indian-

Concerns
Indian

Concerns . He came toto-

Washington
to-

WashingtonWashington in 1970 and heldheld-
various

held-
variousvarious positions in the NationalNational-
Institutes

National-
InstitutesInstitutes of Health , all primarilyprimarily-
related

primarily-
relatedrelated to increasing ththe enroll *.,
mentmentmentof' of American IndiansIndiansandandand-

other
and-

other-, other minorities in the healthhealth-
professions

health-
professionsprofessions . .

-

After two years in the NavyNavy-
asas a dentist , DrDr... Blue SpruceSpruce-
returned

Spruce-
returnedreturned to his homhome town andand-

operated
and-

operatedoperated a practice briefly . HeIleHe-

then
Ile-

thenthen enteredel\teredeltered\ the U.SUS. . PublicPublic-
Health

Public-
HealthHealth Service '" in 119581958and958 *--andandand-
served

and-
served

nd
served as a dentaldentalofficerofficer for thethe-
next

the-
nextnext eight years , primarily onon-
Indian

on-
IndianIndian reservations in NewNew-
Mexico

New-
MexicoMexico , MontanaMontan.a. and Nevada .

FrFromFromn 1968 to 197Q , Dr . BBlueBlue-

Spruce
ueue-

SpruceSpruce visited most of thethe-

countries
the-

countriescountries in SSouthuth America as aa-

dental
a-

dentaldental consultant for the Pan!ln

American Health Organization .
HeIle gave-gavegaveinstructiongave.instn.lctiongaveinstn.lctiongaveinstnlction-. instruction. fnin the use ofof-
dental

of-
dentaldental auxiliaries and thethe-
faJJrication

the-
fabricationfabricationfaJJrication, ofofsimplifiedsimplified eqequip-
ment

equipequip-equipip ¬'-
ment for dentistry in primitiveprimitive-
areas

primitive-
areasareas .

DrDr.. BlueBlue'SpruceBlueSpruce"' Spruce received hishis-

DDS
his-

DDSDDS .,.degreqdegreq.degrefdegref; from ]:CreightonXreighton .; ,

University ,. Omaha , NebraskaNeJraska., , in
'

1956 . He also holds an M.AMA. .

degreedegree-indegreein'-'inin Public Health from thethe-

University
the-

UniversityUniversity of California ,
Berkeley , 1967 ,. and helie graduat-
ed

graduat-
ed

graduatgraduat-¬-

ed from thethe-theFederal-., Federal ExecutiveExecutive-
Institute

Executive-
InstituteInstitute in 1973 ,.

Hef1e was named outstandiQg-
American

outstandingoutstandiQgoutstanding-
AmericanAmerican Indian in 1972 , and hehehe-

received
he-

receivedreceived the 1975 IndianIndian-
Achievement

Indian-
AchievementAchievement Award of thethe-
Indian

the-
IndianIndian Council Fire . He hashas-

presented
has-

presentedpresented and publishedpublished-
numerous

published-
numerousnumerous papers on the needneedforI-
ndians

needJorneedforneedJor-
Indians

.,.forfor
Indians andandotherother minoritiesminorities-
inin the health professions and hehe-

is
he-

isis active in many organizations-
related

organizationsorganizations-organizations-
related

--

related ,. to American IndianIndian-
in

Indian-
interestsininterestste rests .

Dr . Blue Spruce and his wife ,.

Darlene , live in RockvilleRockvilIe , Md .


